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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 572
Anendnent No. ~ Barcode 623072

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Fasano noved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 4, line 24, delete that line

and insert:
Section 4. Section 768.1335, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

768. 1335 Energency Medical D spatch Act:

presunption. - -

(1) This section nmay be known by the popul ar nane the

'Energency Medical D spatch Act."

(2) As used in this section

(a) "Energency nedical dispatch" means the function of

utilizing energency nedi cal di spatch protocols.

(b) "Energency nedi cal dispatcher” neans a person who

is trained or certified in the pronpt and accurate processing

of calls for energency nedi cal assi stance.

(c) "Enmergency nedical di spatch agency" neans any

private or public entity that is responsible for the energency

nedi cal di spatch by energency nedi cal dispatchers.
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SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CSfor CSfor SB 572
Amendrment No. _ Barcode 623072

(d)  "Energency nedi cal dispatch protocol" neans

qui delines for processing calls for energency nedica

assistance or for the dispatching of energency nedica

services in a prehospital setting, which are substantially

simlar to standards set forth by the American Society for

Testing and Materials or the National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration and which have been incorporated into an

energency nedi cal dispatch training program

(3) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of lawto the

contrary and unl ess ot herw se i mune under s. 768.28, any

ener gency nedi cal di spatcher or the energency nedi cal di spatch

agency, its agents, or enployees who utilize energency nedica

di spatch protocols are presuned not to have acted negligently

regarding any injuries or danages resulting fromthe use of

ener gency nedi cal dispatch protocols, if the enmergency nedica

di spat cher or the energency di spatch agency, its agents, or

enpl oyees:
(a) Properly trained their energency nedi ca

di spatchers in an energency nedi cal dispatch that is

substantially simlar to standards set forth by the Amrerican

Society for Testing and Materials or the National H ghway

Traffic Safety Adm nistration;

(b) I nplenmented standard practices and nanagenent for

energency nedi cal dispatch or practices that are substantially

simlar to standards set forth by the Anerican Society for

Testing and Materials or the National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration; and

(c¢) Uilized standard practices for training,

instructor qualification, and certification eligibility of

energency nedi cal di spatchers or standards that are

substantially simlar to the Arerican Society for Testing and
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Bill No. CSfor CSfor SB 572
Amendrment No. _ Barcode 623072

Materials or the National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration.

Section 5. Section 401.111, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

401. 111 Energency nedi cal services grant program
authority.--The departnent is hereby authorized to make grants
to local agencies and emergency mnedi cal services organi zati ons
in accordance with any agreement entered into pursuant to this
part. These grants shall be designed to assist said agencies
and organi zations in providing emergency nedi cal services,

i ncl udi ng_energency nedi cal di spatch. The cost of

adm ni stering this programshall be paid by the depart nment
fromfunds appropriated to it.

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003,
except that sections 4 and 5 of this act shall take effect

Sept enber 11, 2003.

TI'TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to health care; anending s.
466.006, F.S.; allowing certain dental students
to take the exam nation required for practicing
dentistry in this state; creating s. 466. 0065,
F.S.; allowing certain dental students to take
regional |icensure exam nations under specified
conditions; restricting the applicability of
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exam nation results; requiring approval by the
Board of Dentistry and providing prerequisites
to such approval; providing an appropriation
and authorizing a position; creating s.
768.1335, F.S.; providing a short title;

provi ding definitions; providing a presunption
of non-negligence in the use of emnergency

nmedi cal dispatch protocols by an emergency
nmedi cal di spatcher or the emergency nedi ca

di spatch agency, its agents, or enpl oyees;
amending s. 401.111, F.S.; authorizing grants
by the Departnent of Health to energency

medi cal di spatch agencies; providing effective

dat es.

WHEREAS, energency nedi cal di spatch prograns pronote
appropriate standards that result in nore effective dispatch
of energency services and the saving of lives, and

WHEREAS, the dispatcher is the first responder to a
medi cal emrergency when soreone dials 911 or calls a nedica
di spatch agency directly, and dispatchers are being recogni zed
nationally as the true first responders to the energency
scene, and

WHEREAS, an energency nedi cal di spatcher has an
i mredi ate response time during which to offer basic
instructions to the caller regardl ess of the emergency nedica
services response tine and is crucial for the delivery and
receipt of information to EMS units, and

WHEREAS, an energency mnedi cal dispatch programis a key
component of a quality EMS system and

WHEREAS, organi zations such as the American Heart
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Associ ation (AHA), the Anerican Col | ege of Energency
Physi ci ans (ACEP), the National Association of Emergency
Medi cal Services Physicians (NAEMSP), the National Institute
of Health (NIH), the National H ghway Traffic Safety
Adm ni stration (NHTSA), and the Anerican Society of Testing
and Materials (ASTM have endorsed the devel opnent and
adoption of standards for emergency nedical dispatch, and

WHEREAS, a properly trained emergency nedi ca
di spatcher significantly inproves the quality of care provided
by an EM5 system because the dispatcher is able to identify
the I evel of need of the caller, including resource
al l ocations and response nmodes, thus enabling nmore effective
and efficient dispatch of linmted response resources; identify
situations that mght require prearrival instructions; gather
information to be relayed to the responding crews to hel p them
better nanage and respond to the energency nedi cal situation
upon arrival; and obtain information regardi ng energency
nmedi cal scene safety for the patient, bystanders, and
respondi ng personnel, and

WHEREAS, nmany states are now adopting a standard
emer gency mnedi cal di spatch program and

WHEREAS, the nost successful EMB systens are those that
have strong field response times coupled with well-trained

enmer gency mnedi cal di spatchers, NON THEREFCRE,
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