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HB 0649 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to restoration of civil rights; anmending
ss. 940. 061, 944.293, and 944.605, F.S.; requiring that
t he Departnent of Corrections notify an of fender, before
di scharge from supervision, of procedures by which the
of fender may apply for restoration of civil rights;
requiring that the departnent assist the offender in
conpleting forns required for restoration of civil rights;
requiring that the offender acknow edge by signature
recei pt of such assistance; anmending s. 944.705, F.S.;
requiring the departnent to include in its rel ease-
orientation programinstruction in the procedures for
applying for restoration of civil rights; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 940.061, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

940. 061 Inform ng persons about executive clenency and
restoration of civil rights.--The Departnent of Corrections
shall informand educate i nmates and of fenders on community
supervi sion about the restoration of civil rights and assi st
eligible inmates and of fenders on conmunity supervision with the
conpletion of the application for the restoration of civil

rights. To docunent this notification, the departnent shal

obtain the signature of each offender before the offender's

di scharge acknow edgi ng recei pt of assistance in conpleting the

forms.
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Section 2. Section 944.293, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

944.293 Initiation of restoration of civil rights.--Wth
respect to those persons convicted of a felony, the foll ow ng
procedure shall apply: Prior to the tinme an offender is
di scharged from supervision, an authorized agent of the
departnment shall obtain fromthe Governor the necessary
application and other forns required for the restoration of
civil rights. The authorized agent shall assist the offender in
conpl eting these forns and shall ensure that the application and
all necessary material are forwarded to the Governor before the

of fender is discharged from supervision. To docunent conpliance

with this section, before an offender is discharged from

supervi sion, the departnent shall obtain the signature of the

of f ender acknow edgi ng recei pt of assistance in conpleting the

forns required for restoration of civil rights.

Section 3. Present subsection (6) of section 944. 605,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (7), and a new
subsection (6) is added to that section, to read:

944.605 Inmate release; notification.--

(6) Before an innate's rel ease, the departnent shal

notify the i nnate of the procedures necessary to apply for

restoration of civil rights. Pursuant to ss. 944.293 and 940. 03,

t he departnent shall obtain the signature of each i nmate before

the inmate's rel ease acknow edgi ng recei pt of assistance in

conpl eting the forns.
Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 944.705, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

944. 705 Rel ease orientation program --
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59 (2) The release orientation programinstruction nust

60| include, but is not limted to:

61 (a) Enployment skills.

62 (b) Money nmanagenent skills.

63 (c) Personal devel opnent and pl anni ng.

64 (d) Special needs.

65 (e) Community reentry concerns.

66 (f) Comunity reentry support.

67 (g) Procedures to apply for restoration of civil rights.

68 (h)g)> Any other appropriate instruction to ensure the

69| Iinmate's successful reentry into the conmunity.

70 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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