Florida Senate - 2003 SB 686
By Senator Celler

31-214B- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public transit; anending s.
3 343.51, F.S.; providing a short title; anending
4 s. 343.52, F.S.; revising definitions; anmending
5 s. 343.53, F.S.; redesignating the Tri-County
6 Commuter Rail Authority as the South Florida
7 Regi onal Transportation Authority; providing
8 for a governing board of the authority;
9 anending s. 343.54, F.S.; revising powers and
10 duties of the authority with respect to
11 pl anni ng and operating a transit systemwthin
12 a specified area of the state; authorizing the
13 authority to expand its service area into
14 counties contiguous to the service area of the
15 authority upon consent of the board of county
16 conm ssi oners; anendi ng ss. 343.55, 343. 56,
17 343.57, F.S.; providing for the authority to
18 i ssue and pay revenue bonds; providing that the
19 bonds are not debts or pledges of credit of the
20 state; creating s. 343.58, F.S.; authorizing
21 the levy of an annual |icense user fee upon
22 registration or renewal of registration of a
23 vehicle registered within the area served by
24 the authority; providing that the |icense user
25 fee may not be inposed unless it is approved by
26 at least a mpjority plus one of the nenbers of
27 t he governing body of each of the counties
28 served by the authority; requiring the
29 Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles
30 to renit proceeds of the license user fee to
31
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the South Florida Regional Transportation
Authority; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 343.51, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

343.51 Short title.--This part may be cited as the
"South Florida Regional Transportation Fi—Cotunty—Conruter
Rai+ Authority Act.”

Section 2. Section 343.52, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

343.52 Definitions.--As used in this part, untess—the

context—etearty—indicates—otherwisethe term
(1) "Authority" nmeans the South Florida Regi ona

Transportati on F—County—Commuter—Rai+ Authority.

(2) "Board" neans the governing body of the authority.

(3) "Area served" neans M am - Dade, Broward, and Pal m

Beach Counties. However, this area may be expanded by nutua

consent of the authority and the board of county conmmi ssioners

representing the proposed expansi on area.
(4) 63" Transi t syst enl “Cormuter—+attroad means a
system used for the transportation of people and goods by

neans of, without limtation, a street railway, an el evated

railway having a fixed gui deway, a comruter railroad, a

subway, notor vehicles, or notor buses, and includes a
conpl ete system of tracks, guidewaysr-stations, and rolling

stock necessary to effectuate redium-distance—totong—distance

passenger tatt+ service to or fromthe surroundi ng regi ona

muni ci palities.
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1 (5)t4)y "Transit Comruter—+ait facilities" means

2 | property, antt avenues of access, equipnment, or buildings built
3| and installed in M am -Dade Bade, Broward, and Pal m Beach

4 | Counties;ywhich are required to support a transit system for

5 | eornmuter—rai-t—or—fixed—guideway—systens.

6 (6) £5)¢ "Menber" neans the individuals constituting the
7 | board.

8 (7)t6) "Feeder transit services" neans a transit

9| systemthat transports fixet—gudeway—o+—bus—serviece—to

10 | transport passengers to or fromrai+ stations within or across
11 | counti es.

12 Section 3. Section 343.53, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 343.53 South Florida Regional Transportation

15 | Fri—Cotunty—Commuter—Rait+ Authority. --

16 (1) There is created and established a body politic
17 | and corporate, an agency of the state, to be known as the

18 | "South Florida Regi onal Transportati on F—County—Conmruter

19 | Rat+ Authority," hereinafter referred to as the "authority."
20 (2) The governing board of the authority shall consi st
21| of nine voting nenbers, as foll ows:

22 (a) The county conmi ssions of M am - Dade Bade,

23 | Broward, and Pal m Beach Counties shall each elect a

24 | conmi ssioner as that conmmission's representative on the board.
25| The conmi ssioner nust be a nmenber of the county conm ssion

26 | when el ected and for the full extent of his or her term

27 (b) The county conmi ssions of M am - Dade Bade,

28 | Broward, and Pal m Beach Counties shall each appoint a citizen
29 | nenber to the board who is not a nenber of the county

30 | commi ssion but who is a resident of the county from which he
31| or she is appointed and a qualified elector of that county.
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1| Insofar as practicable, the citizen nenber shall represent the
2 | business and civic interests of the conmunity.

3 (c) The secretary of the Departnment of Transportation
4 | shall appoint one of the district secretaries, or his or her

5| designee, for the districts within whieh the area served by

6| the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority tri—county
7 | ra-+—is—tocated.

8 (d) The other eight nmenbers of the board shall elect,
9| by a sinple mpjority vote, an at-large nmenber who is a

10 | resident and qualified elector in the area served by the

11| South Florida Regi onal Transportation Authority t+ri—coeunty

12 | rait+

13 (e) The Governor shall appoint one nenber to the board
14 | who is a resident and qualified elector in the area served by
15| the South Florida Regi onal Transportation Authority t+ri—coeunty
16 | rait+

17 (3) The terns of the county conmissioners on the

18 | governing board of the authority shall be 2 years. Al other
19 | menbers on the governing board of the authority shall be

20 | appointed to serve staggered 4-year terns. Each nenber shal
21| hold office until his or her successor has been appoi nt ed.

22 (4) A vacancy during a termshall be filled by the

23 | respective appointing authority in the sane nmanner as the

24 | origi nal appointnent and only for the bal ance of the unexpired
25| term

26 (5) The nenbers of the authority shall serve w thout
27 | nrot—be—entitted—+to conpensation, but are entitled to

28 | rei nbur senent shatH—be——+retrwbursed for travel expenses actually
29 | incurred in their duties as provided by |aw.

30 Section 4. Section 343.54, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read
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343.54 Powers and duties. --

(1)(a) The authority created and established by this
part shall have the right to own, operate, nmaintain, and
nmanage a transit eommuter—+ait systemin the tri-county area
of Broward, M ani-Dade Bade, and Pal m Beach Counti es,
hereinafter referred to as the South Florida Regi ona

Transportati on Authority Fri—County—Rait.

(b) It is the express intention of this part that the

authority be authorized to plan, devel op, own, purchase,
| ease, or otherw se acquire, denolish, construct, inprove,
rel ocate, equip, repair, nmmintain, operate, and nmanage a
transit eommuter—+ait systemand transit ecommuter—+ait
facilities; to establish and determ ne the steh policies as
way—be necessary for the best interest of the operation and
promotion of a transit eofvuter—+at-t system and to adopt stech
rul es as—may—be necessary to govern the operation of a transit
commuter—rai-+ systemand transit ecemmuter—rait facilities.

(2) The authority created in this part hereirnt shall be
t he successor and assignee of the Tri-County Conmuter Rai
Aut hority G&gantzatien—{FERErand shall inherit all rights,
assets, agreenments, appropriations, privileges, and
obligations of the Tri-County Commuter Rail Authority FERO

(3) The authority may exercise all powers necessary,

appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to the carrying out of
t he af oresai d purposes, including, but not linmted to, the
following rights and powers:

(a) To sue and be sued, inplead and be inpl eaded,
conplain and defend in all courts in its own nane.

(b) To adopt and use a corporate seal

(c) To have the power of em nent donmmin, including the
procedural powers granted under chapters 73 and 74.
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(d) To acquire, purchase, hold, |ease as a | essee, and
use any franchise or property, real, personal, or m xed,
tangi ble or intangible, or any interest therein, necessary or
desirable for carrying out the purposes of the authority.

(e) To sell, convey, exchange, |ease, or otherw se
di spose of any real or personal property acquired by the
authority, including air rights.

(f) To fix, alter, establish, and collect rates,
fares, fees, rentals, and other charges for the use of any
transit eommuter—+ait systemor transit facilities owned or
operated by the authority.

(g) To develop and provide feeder transit services to
or fromrai+ stations within or across counties.

(h) To adopt bylaws for the regulation of the affairs
and the conduct of the business of the authority. The byl aws
shal | provide for quorum and voting requirenents, nmaintenance
of m nutes and other official records, and preparation and
adoption of an annual budget.

(i) To lease, rent, or contract for the operation or
managenent of any part of a transit eommuter—+at system or
transit eemmuter—+ait facility, including feeder transit
services and concessions. |In awarding a contract, the
authority shall consider, but is not linited to, the
fol | owi ng:

1. The qualifications of each applicant.

The | evel of service.
The efficiency, cost, and anticipated revenue.
The construction, operation, and managenent plan

A A

The financial ability to provide reliable service.
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6. The inpact on other transportati on nodes, including
the ability to interface with other transportati on nodes and
facilities.

(j) To enforce collection of rates, fees, and charges,
and to establish and enforce fines and penalties for
vi ol ations of any rules.

(k) To advertise and pronpte transit ecommuter—+ait
systens, transit facilities, and activities of the authority.

(1) To enploy an executive director, attorney, staff,
and consul tants.

(m To cooperate with other governnental entities and
to contract with other governnental agencies, including the
Departnent of Transportation, the Federal Governnent, regional
pl anni ng council s, counties, and runicipalities.

(n) To enter into joint devel opnent agreenents.

(o) To accept funds from ot her governnental sources,
and to accept private donations.

(p) To purchase by directly contracting with |ocal
national, or international insurance conpanies to provide
liability insurance which the authority is contractually and
legally obligated to provide, the requirenents of s.
287.022(1), notwi thstanding.

(4) The authority shall devel op and adopt a plan for
t he operation, maintenance, and expansion of the transit
syst em tr—couhty—comuter—+a-+—serviee. Such plan shal
address the authority's plan for the devel opnent of public and
private revenue sources, and the service to be provided,

i ncl udi ng expansi ons of current service which are consistent,
to the nmaxi num extent feasible, with approved | ocal government
conpr ehensi ve plans. The plan shall be reviewed and updated
annual | y.
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1 (5) The authority, by a resolution of its governing

2 | board, may expand its service area and enter into a

3| partnership with any county that is contiguous to the service
4| area of the authority. The board shall deternine the

5] conditions and terns of the partnership, including the nunber
6 | of representatives of the partnership. However, the authority
7| may not expand its service area without the consent of the

8 | board of county commi ssioners representing the proposed

9 | expansi on ar ea.

10 Section 5. Section 343.55, Florida Statutes, is

11 | anended to read:

12 343.55 Issuance of revenue bonds. --

13 (1) The authority is authorized to borrow nbney as

14 | provided by the State Bond Act for the purpose of paying al
15| or any part of the cost of any one or nore Fri—Couhrty—Ratt

16 | projects of the South Florida Regi onal Transportation

17 | Authority. The principal of, and the interest on, such bonds
18 | shall be payable solely fromrevenues pledged for their

19 | paynent.
20 (2) The proceeds of the bonds of each issue shall be
21 | used solely for the paynent of the cost of the Fri—Cotunty Rait
22 | projects for which such bonds shall have been issued, except
23| as provided in the State Bond Act. Such proceeds shall be
24 | di sbursed and used as provided in this part and in such nmanner
25| and under such restrictions, if any, as the Division of Bond
26 | Finance may provide in the resolution authorizing the issuance
27 | of such bonds or in the trust agreenent securing the sane.
28 (3) The Division of Bond Finance is authorized to
29 | i ssue revenue bonds on behalf of the authority to finance or
30 | refinance the cost of Fr—County—Rait+ projects.
31
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Section 6. Section 343.56, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

343.56 Bonds not debts or pledges of credit of
state.--Revenue bonds issued under the provisions of this part
are not debts of the state or pledges of the faith and credit
of the state. Such bonds are payabl e exclusively from
revenues pledged for their payment. All such bonds shal
contain a statement on their face that the state is not
obligated to pay the sane or the interest thereon, except from
t he revenues pledged for their paynent, and that the faith and
credit of the state is not pledged to the paynent of the
principal or interest of such bonds. The issuance of revenue
bonds under the provisions of this part does not directly,
indirectly, or contingently obligate the state to levy or to
pl edge any form of taxation whatsoever, or to nmake any
appropriation for their paynent. No state funds shall be used
to pay the principal or interest of any bonds issued to
finance or refinance any portion of the South Florida Regi ona

Transportation Authority transit Fr—County—Rait system and
all such bonds shall contain a statenent on their face to this

ef fect. However, federal funds bei ng passed through the
departnent to the South Florida Regi onal Transportation

Aut hority Fri—County—Rait—system and t hose state nmatching
funds required by the United States Departnent of

Transportation as a condition of federal funding nmay be used
to pay principal and interest of any bonds issued.

Section 7. Section 343.57, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

343.57 Pledge to bondhol ders not to restrict certain
rights of authority.--The state pledges to and agrees with the
hol ders of the bonds issued pursuant to this part that the
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1| state will not limt or restrict the rights vested in the
2| authority to construct, reconstruct, maintain, and operate any
3 | Fi—County—Rait+ project as defined in this part, to establish
4 | and col l ect such fees or other charges as nmay be convenient or
5| necessary to produce sufficient revenues to neet the expenses
6 | of mmi ntenance and operation of the Fi—County—Rart+ system
7] and to fulfill the terns of any agreenents nade with the
8 | hol ders of bonds authorized by this part. The state further
9| pledges that it will not in any way inpair the rights or
10 | renedi es of the hol ders of such bonds until the bonds,
11| together with interest thereon, are fully paid and di scharged.
12 Section 8. Section 343.58, Florida Statutes, is
13 | created to read:
14 343.58 License user fee.--The Legi sl ature authorizes
15| the levy of an annual license user fee in the amount of $2 for
16 | the registration or renewal of registration of each vehicle
17 | taxed under s. 320.08 and registered in the area served by the
18 | South Florida Regi onal Transportation Authority. The annua
19| license user fee shall take effect in the area served by the
20 | authority upon approval by a vote of at least a majority plus
21 | one of the nmenbers of the governing body of each of the
22 | counties served by the authority. Follow ng approval by the
23 | governi ng body of each of the counties served by the
24 | authority, the fee shall be |levied and the Departnent of
25| Highway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles shall renit the proceeds
26 | each nonth fromthe license user fee to the South Florida
27 | Regional Transportation Authority. If the governi ng body of
28 | one or nore of the counties fails to approve the | evy of the
29 | annual license user fee, the fee nmay not be inposed within any
30 | county served by the South Florida Regional Transportation
31| Authority.
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1 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

2

3 EE IR b S b b I S b O b b I S S b b I I b R B S b

4 SENATE SUVMMARY

5 Renanes t he Tri-CpuntY Commuter Rail Authority as the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authorl_Y. Provi des

6 for the authority to plan and operate a transit system
within Mam -Dade, Broward, and Pal m Beach Counti es.

7 Aut horizes the authority to expand its service area into
adj oining counties with the consent of the board of

8 county conm ssioners, Autharizes an annual |icense user
fee for vehicles registered within the area served by the

9 authority if the fee is aPproved by at least a npjority
PIUS one” of the nenbers of the goyernlng body of each of

10 he counties served by the authority. (See bill for
details.)
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