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HJR 0701 2003
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to Section 6 of
Article VII of the State Constitution to grant an
addi ti onal honestead exenption and require the Legislature

to appropriate conpensation for |ost |ocal revenues.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anendnent to Section 6 of Article VII of the State
Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be submtted
to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection at the
general election to be held in Novenber 2004

ARTI CLE VI |
FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON

SECTI ON 6. Honmestead exenptions. --

(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to
real estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the
owner, or another legally or naturally dependent upon the owner,
shall be exenpt fromtaxation thereon, except assessnents for
speci al benefits, up to the assessed valuation of five thousand
dol | ars, upon establishnment of right thereto in the manner
prescri bed by |law. The real estate may be held by |egal or
equitable title, by the entireties, jointly, in commobn, as a
condom nium or indirectly by stock ownership or nenbership
representing the owner's or nmenber's proprietary interest in a
corporation owning a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of
ni nety-ei ght years.

(b) Not nore than one exenption shall be allowed any
i ndividual or famly unit or with respect to any residenti al

unit. No exenption shall exceed the value of the real estate
Page 1 of 4

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

60

HJR 0701 2003
assessable to the owner or, in case of ownership through stock

or nmenbership in a corporation, the value of the proportion
which the interest in the corporation bears to the assessed
val ue of the property.

(c) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified
therein, the exenption shall be increased to a total of twenty-
five thousand dollars of the assessed value of the real estate
for each school district levy. By general |aw and subject to
conditions specified therein, the exenption for all other |evies
may be increased up to an anmount not exceeding ten thousand
dol l ars of the assessed value of the real estate if the owner
has attained age sixty-five or is totally and permanently
di sabled and if the owner is not entitled to the exenption
provi ded in subsection (d).

(d) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified
therein, the exenption shall be increased to a total of the
foll ow ng anbunts of assessed val ue of real estate for each |evy
ot her than those of school districts: fifteen thousand dollars
Wi th respect to 1980 assessnents; twenty thousand dollars with
respect to 1981 assessnents; twenty-five thousand dollars with
respect to assessnents for 1982 and each year thereafter.
However, such increase shall not apply with respect to any
assessnent roll until such roll is first determned to be in
conpliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency
desi gnated by general law. This subsection shall stand repeal ed
on the effective date of any anendnent to section 4 which
provi des for the assessnent of honestead property at a specified
percentage of its just val ue.

(e) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified

therein, the Legislature may provide to renters, who are
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per manent residents, ad valoremtax relief on all ad val oremtax

| evies. Such ad valoremtax relief shall be in the form and
amount established by general |aw

(f) The legislature may, by general |aw, allow counties or
muni ci palities, for the purpose of their respective tax |levies
and subject to the provisions of general |law, to grant an
addi ti onal honestead tax exenption not exceeding twenty-five
t housand dollars to any person who has the | egal or equitable
title to real estate and nmi ntains thereon the pernanent
resi dence of the owner and who has attained age sixty-five and
whose househol d i ncone, as defined by general |aw, does not
exceed twenty thousand dollars. The general |aw nust all ow
counties and nunicipalities to grant this additional exenption,
within the limts prescribed in this subsection, by ordinance
adopted in the manner prescribed by general |aw, and nust
provide for the periodic adjustnent of the inconme limtation
prescribed in this subsection for changes in the cost of |iving.

(g) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified

therein, effective for assessnents for 2005 and each year

thereafter, an additional honestead exenption of twenty-five

t housand dol |l ars shall be granted to any person who has the

legal or equitable title to real estate and nmintai ns thereon

t he permanent residence of the owner for such real estate

assessed at under three hundred t housand dollars in val ue. The

| egi slature shall, by general |aw, appropriate funds to be paid

to local governnents and school boards in an anount sufficient

to reinmburse said entities for revenue reduction resulting from

the inplenentation of this subsection.
BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the title and substance of the

amendnment proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as follows:
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HOVESTEAD EXEMPTI ONS

Proposes an anendnent to Section 6 of Article VII of the
State Constitution to grant an additional honestead exenption of
$25, 000 for pernanent residences assessed at under $300, 000 and
requires the Legislature to appropriate sufficient funds to
conpensate | ocal governnents and school boards for |ost ad
val oremtax revenues frominpl enentati on of the additional

exenpti on.
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