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HB 0711 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to soil and water conservation; anendi ng
s. 189.403, F.S.; revising definition of the term “speci al
district” to exclude soil and water conservation
districts; anmending s. 582.06, F.S.; increasing nenbership
of the Soil and Water Conservation Council; specifying
qualifications for nenbers; anmending ss. 582.10 and
582.30, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the creation
and di sconti nuance of soil and water conservation
districts; authorizing the Comm ssioner of Agriculture to
di ssolve or discontinue a district; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 189.403, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

189.403 Definitions.-- As used in this chapter, the term

(1) "Special district" nmeans a local unit of specia
pur pose, as opposed to general -purpose, governnment within a
limted boundary, created by general |aw, special act, |ocal
ordi nance, or by rule of the Governor and Cabi net. The speci al
pur pose or purposes of special districts are inplenented by
specialized functions and rel ated prescri bed powers. For the
pur pose of s. 196.199(1), special districts shall be treated as
muni ci palities. The term does not include a school district, a
community college district, a special inprovenent district

created pursuant to s. 285.17, a soil and water conservation

district created pursuant to s. 582.10, a nunicipal service

taxing or benefit unit as specified in s. 125.01, or a board
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whi ch provides el ectrical service and which is a political

subdi vision of a nunicipality or is part of a nunicipality.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 582.06, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

582.06 Soil and Water Conservation Council; powers and
duties. --

(1) COWPCSITION. -- The Soil and Water Conservation Counci
is created in the Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner
Services and shall be conposed of 23 nine nenbers as foll ows whe
shall

(a) Eleven nenbers shall be persons who have been invol ved

in the practice of praetieing soil or water conservation, or in

t he devel opnent or inplenentation of interimneasures or best

managenent practices related thereto, and who have been engaged

in agriculture or an occupation related to the agricul tural
i ndustry farmng for at | east 5 eontinuous years at the tinme of

t hei r appoi nt nent.

(b) Twelve nonvoting ex officio nenbers shall include one

representative each fromthe Departnent of Environnmental

Protection, the five water managenent districts, the Institute

of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida,

the United States Departnent of Agriculture Natural Resources

Conservation Service, the Florida Associ ati on of Counties, the

Florida League of Cities, and two representatives of

envi ronnental interests.

(c)b)y Al nenbers shall be appointed by the conm ssioner.

Ex officio nenbers shall be appointed by the conmm ssioner from

reconmmendati ons provi ded by the organi zati on or interest
represent ed. No-two nenbers—shall—be-appointed fromthe sane
. L i et
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(d)e)> Menbers shall serve 4-year ternms or until their

successors are duly qualified and appointed. |If a vacancy

occurs, it shall be filled for the remainder of the termin the
manner of an initial appointnent.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 582.10, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

582.10 Creation of soil and water conservation
districts. --

(1) Any 10 percent of 25 owners of land lying within the

limts of the territory proposed to be organized into a district
may file a petition with the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services, asking that a soil and water conservation
district be organized to function in the territory described in
the petition. Such petition shall set forth:

(a) The proposed nane of said district.

(b) That there is need, in the interest of the public
health, safety, and welfare, for a soil and water conservation
district to function in the territory described in the petition.

(c) A description of the territory proposed to be
organi zed as a district, which description shall not be required
to be given by netes and bounds or by |egal subdivisions, but
shal |l be deened sufficient if generally accurate.

(d) A request that the departnent duly define the
boundaries for such district; that a referendum be held within
the territory so defined on the question of the creation of a
soil and water conservation district in such territory; and that
the departnment determ ne that such a district be created.

Section 4. Section 582.30, Florida Statutes, is anmended to

read:
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582.30 Discontinuance of districts; referendunt

conmi ssioner’s authority. --

(1) Any tine after 5 years fromthe organi zation of a

district under the provisions of this chapter, any 10 percent of

25 owners of land lying within the boundaries of such district
may file a petition with the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services praying that the operations of the district be
term nated and the existence of the district discontinued. The
departnment may conduct such public neetings and public hearings
upon petition as may be necessary to assist it in the
consideration thereof. Wthin 60 days after such a petition has
been received by the departnment it shall give due notice of the
hol ding of a referendum and shall supervise such referendum
and issue appropriate regulations governing the conduct thereof,
the question to be submitted by ballots upon which the words
"For termnating the existence of the _  (Nane of the soi

and water conservation district to be here inserted)" and

"Agai nst termnating the existence of the _ (Nane of the
soil and water conservation district to be here inserted)" shal
appear with a square before each proposition and a direction to
insert an X mark in the square before one or the other of said
proposi tions as the voter may favor or oppose discontinuance of
such district. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries
of the district shall be eligible to vote in such referendum
Only such | andowners shall be eligible to vote. No informalities
in the conduct of such referendumor in any natters relating
thereto shall invalidate said referendumor the result thereof
if notice thereof shall have been given substantially as herein

provi ded and said referendum shall have been fairly conduct ed.
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(2) If two-thirds or nore of the qualified voters in such

ref erendum shall have voted for the discontinuance of the
district, the department shall certify to the supervisors of the
district the result of such referendum and that the continued
operation of the district is not adm nistratively practicable
and feasible.

(3) In the alternative, upon review and reconmendati on of

the Soil and Water Conservation Council regarding the continued

viability of a district, the Conm ssioner of Agriculture may

di ssol ve or disconti nue such district if the comm ssioner

certifies that the continued operation of the district is not

adm ni stratively practicable and feasible. Notice of such

proposed certification shall be published once a week for 2

weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the county or

counties wherein the district is |ocated, stating the nane of

the district, a general description of the territory included in

the district, and that any objections to the proposed

di ssol ution or any clains against the assets of the district

shall be filed with the departnent clerk not |ater than 60 days

follow ng the date of |ast publication.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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