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HB 0837 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Faith-Based Initiative;
creating the Florida Faith-Based Initiative and providing
for adm nistration by the Florida Fam |lies Faith-Based
Institute, Inc.; providing for open records and neeti ngs;
provi di ng duties; providing an appropriation; providing an

ef fecti ve date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Fl orida Faith-Based Initiative.--

(1) CREATION. --The Florida Faith-Based Initiative is
created and shall be adm ni stered by the Florida Famlies Faith-

Based Institute, Inc., a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit Florida

corporation, which is regi stered, incorporated, organi zed, and

operated in conpliance with chapter 617, Florida Statutes, and

which shall not be a unit or entity of state governnent. The

Legi sl ature determ nes, however, that public policy dictates

that the Florida Fanm lies Faith-Based Institute, Inc., operate

in the nost open and accessi bl e nmanner consistent with its

public purpose. To this end, the Legislature specifically

decl ares that the Florida Famlies Faith-Based Institute, Inc.,

is subject to the provisions of chapter 119, Florida Statutes,

relating to public records and those provisions of chapter 286,

Florida Statutes, relating to public neetings and records.
(2) DUTIES. --The Florida Faith-Based Initiative shall

(a) Exam ne conpetition-based barriers to state-funded or

federally funded provision of services by faith-based

or gani zati ons.

(b) Provide programmati ¢ and managerial training and
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t echni cal assistance to faith-based organi zati ons seeki ng or

using state or federal funds to provide services. Such training

and techni cal assistance shall focus on critical areas of faith-

based soci al services nanagenent, including comunity asset-

based program devel opnent, research-based "best program

practices," resource devel opnent for nonstate fundi ng sources,

and financial nanagenent and budgeti ng.

(c) Establish a statew de resource center and

cl eari nghouse for infornation related to techni cal assistance

and training resources for faith-based and comrunity- based

organi zati ons.

(d) Serve, as required, as a fiscal internediary for

faith-based and community-based organi zati ons receiving state

f undi ng.
(e) To the maxi num extent possible, |everage state fundi ng

for the initiative with any federal funding that the initiative

may receive to support simlar faith-based activities.

(f) Provide specific goals and objective criteria to

neasure, evaluate, and docunent the quality and cost of services

provi ded by faith-based organi zations with state or federal

f unds.

(g) Serve as liaison to the Centers for Faith-Based and

Community Initiatives established within the United States

Departnent of Justice, United States Departnent of Health and

Human Services, United States Departnent of Education, United

States Departnent of Labor, and United States Departnent of

Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent to work in tandemwith the Wite

House O fice of Faith-Based and Comunity Initiatives.
Section 2. Notwithstanding ss. 216.181 and 216. 292,
Fl orida Statutes, and pursuant to s. 216.351, Florida Statutes
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61| the sumof $700,000 is appropriated to the Florida Famlies
62| Faith-Based Institute, Inc., for purposes of adm nistering the
63| Florida Faith-based Initiative.
64 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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