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HB 0839 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to direct paynent for hospital or nedical
services; anmending s. 627.638, F.S.; providing for direct
paynent of certain clains by an insurer to a provider

notw t hstandi ng certain contract provisions; providing an

ef fecti ve date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 627.638, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

627.638 Direct paynent for hospital, nedical services.--

(2) Wenever, in any health insurance claimform an
i nsured specifically authorizes paynent of benefits directly to
any recogni zed hospital or physician, the insurer shall make
such paynent to the designated provider of such services, unless

ot herwi se provided in the insurance contract. However, if:

(a) The benefit is determned to be covered

under the terns of the policy;

(b) The claimis |imted to treatnent of nenta

heal th or substance abuse, including drug or al cohol abuse;

and

(c) The insured authorizes the insurer, in witing, as

part of the claimto make direct paynent of benefits to a

recogni zed hospital, physician, or other |icensed provider,

paynments shall be nade directly to the recogni zed hospital,

physi ci an, or other licensed provider notw thstandi ng any

contrary provisions in the insurance contract.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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