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HB 0867 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to phosphate m ning; anmending s. 378.021,
F.S.; authorizing the Departnent of Environnental
Protection to anmend the master reclamation plan for
nonmandat ory reclamation | ands; providing additiona
criteria to be considered when identifying | ands m ned or
di sturbed by the severance of phosphate rock; anending s.
378.031, F.S.; revising legislative intent to provide
econoni c incentives for nonmandatory |land reclanmation to
i nclude reclainmed | ands that provide benefits to certain
surface water bodies; anmending s. 378.033, F.S.; providing
additional responsibilities for the Nonmandatory Land
Recl amati on Conmttee; increasing the size of the
comrittee; anending s. 378.207, F.S.; revising the
statew de criteria and standards for reclamation
activities on mandatory reclamation | ands; providing an

effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 378.021, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

378.021 Master reclamation plan.--

(1) The Departnent of Environnental Protection Natural

Resources shall anend the adept—byrule—as—expeditioushyas
ol , Y f ¢ I i

Comm-ttee—a nmaster reclamation plan that provi des to—provide

gui delines for the reclamation of |ands m ned or disturbed by

t he severance of phosphate rock prior to July 1, 1975, which

| ands are not subject to mandatory reclamati on under part |1 of
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HB 0867 2003
chapter 211. In anendi ng the developing—said master reclamation

pl an, the Departnent of Environnental Protection Natural

Resources shall continue to conduct an onsite eval uation of al

| ands mi ned or disturbed by the severance of phosphate rock
prior to July 1, 1975, which [ands are not subject to mandatory
recl amati on under part Il of chapter 211, and shall consider the
report and plan prepared by the Land Use Advisory Conmttee
under s. 378.011 and subnmitted to the forner Departnent of

Nat ural Resources for adoption by rule on or before July 1,
1979. The master reclamation plan when anended adepted by the
Departnment of Environnental Protection Natural—Reseurces shal

be consistent with | ocal governnent plans prepared pursuant to

t he Local Government Conprehensive Planning and Land Devel opnent
Regul ati on Act.

(2) The anended master reclamation plan shall identify
whi ch of the | ands m ned or disturbed by the severance of
phosphate rock prior to July 1, 1975, neet the follow ng
criteria:

(a) The quality of surface waters |eaving the | and does
not neet applicable water quality standards, if any; or, health
and safety hazards exist on the land; or, the soil has not
stabilized and revegetated; or, the remai ning natural resources
associated with the |l and are not being conserved;

(b) The environnental or economic utility or aesthetic
val ue of the land would not naturally return within a reasonabl e
time, and reclamation would substantially pronote the
envi ronnental or economc utility or the aesthetic value of the
| and; and

(c) The reclamation of the land is in the public interest

because the reclamati on, when conbined with other reclamati on
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under the master plan, would provide a substantial regional

benefit; and

(d) The reclamation of the land is in the public interest

because the reclanmati on, when conbi ned with other reclanmati on

under the master plan, will provide significant benefits to

surface water bodi es supplying water for environnental and

public purposes in those areas of the state where phosphate

m ni ng has been permtted.

(3) Lands eval uated by the department under subsection (1)
which neet the criteria set forth in subsection (2) shall be
identified with specificity in the nmaster reclanmation plan.
Lands eval uated by the departnent under subsection (1) which do
not nmeet the criteria set forth in subsection (2) shall also be
identified with specificity in the master reclamation plan as
| ands which are acceptable in their present form

(4) Upon adoption of the anendnents to the naster

reclamation plan as a rule, such plan shall provide the

gui delines for approval of reclamation prograns for |ands
covered in the plan, recognizing that reclamtion of such | ands
is not mandatory, but that any paynment of costs expended for
recl amation paid under s. 378.031 shall be contingent upon
conformty with the guidelines set forth in the nmaster

recl amati on pl an.

Section 2. Section 378.031, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

378.031 Reclamation or acquisition of nonnmandatory | ands;
|l egislative intent.--1t is the intent of the Legislature to
provi de an econom c incentive to encourage the reclamati on of
t he maxi num nunber of acres of eligible nonmandatory |ands in

the nost timely and efficient manner or the donation or purchase
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HB 0867 2003
of nonmandatory | ands, especially those |ands for which

reclanmation activities will result in significant inprovenents

to surface water bodies of regional inportance in those areas of

the state where phosphate m ning has been permtted. The

Legi sl ature recogni zes that certain |lands m ned or disturbed
prior to July 1, 1975, have been naturally reclai ned.

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (4) of section 378. 033,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

378.033 Nonnmandatory Land Reclamati on Comrittee; creation;
conposition. --

(1) The Nonmandatory Land Reclamation Comrittee is created
within the departnment to serve as an advisory body on matters

relating to nonmandatory |and reclamation, including reclamation

activities that will result in significant inprovenents to

surface water bodies of regional inportance in those areas of

the state where phosphate m ning has been permtted. The

comm ttee shall be conposed of seven fiwve nenbers appoi nted by
t he Governor and confirnmed by the Cabinet. In making the

appoi ntnments, the Governor shall consider the needs of the
program for engineering, fiscal, reclamation, and environnental
expertises. Five Fhree of the conmttee nmenbers shall be

sel ected respectively fromHam |ton County, Polk County,
Charlotte County, Manatee County, and Hi |l sborough County.

(4) The commttee shall neet at |east annually at the cal
of the chair. The presence of six few+ nmenbers is required to
constitute a quorum a vote of five three nenbers is necessary
for commttee action.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 378.207, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

378.207 Reclamation criteria and standards. - -
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(1) The departnent, by rule, shall adopt statew de

criteria and standards for reclamation. Such rul es shal
recogni ze that surface mning takes place in diverse areas where
t he geol ogi c, topographic, and edaphic conditions are different,
and that reclamation operations and the specifications therefor
may vary accordingly. The rules, recognizing technol ogi cal
limtations and econom c considerations, shall require the
return of the natural function of wetlands or a particul ar

habi tat or condition to that in existence prior to mning and

shall include criteria that, when conbi ned with ot her

reclamation activities, will result in significant benefits to

surface water bodi es supplying water for environnental and

public purposes in those areas of the state where phosphate

mning is permtted.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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