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HR 9021 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution expressing solidarity with Israel inits

fight against terrorism

WHEREAS, the ongoing threat of terrorismsince Septenber
11, 2001, has harmed the econom es of Florida and the United
St ates, danmaging tourismand travel anong the states and
creating a negative econom c atnosphere, hurting business and
produci ng job | osses, and

WHEREAS, the ongoing threat of worldw de terrorismat hone
and abroad has forced local, state, and federal resources in the
United States to be diverted fromother critical donestic
prograns for the purpose of enhancing public security, and

VWHEREAS, the United States and Israel are now engaged in a
common struggl e against terrorismand are on the front |ines of
a conflict thrust upon them against their will, and

WHEREAS, hundreds of innocent |Israelis and Pal estini ans
have died tragically in violence since Septenber 2000, and

VWHEREAS, |srael has lost nearly 700 i nnocent |ives, which
as a percentage of population is conmensurate with Anerica's
| osing over 30,000 lives in the terrorist attacks on New York
and Washi ngton on Septenber 11, 2001, and

WHEREAS, the ongoi ng viol ence has hurt the econom es of
both Israel and the Pal estinian territories, danmaging tourismin
both regions, thereby creating a negative econom c atnosphere
hurti ng busi ness and producing job | osses, and

VWHEREAS, President George W Bush declared at a joint
sessi on of Congress on Septenber 20, 2001, that "fromthis day
forward any nation that continues to harbor or support terrorism

wi Il be regarded by the United States as a hostile regine," and
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WHEREAS, President Bush recently stated that he "fully

understands Israel's need to defend herself" and that he
"respects” the fact that Israelis have "seen a wave of suicide
bombers conming to the heart of their cities and killing innocent
peopl e," and

WHEREAS, Israel's mlitary operations are an effort to
defend itself against the unspeakabl e horrors of ongoing
terrorismand are ained only at dismantling the terrorist
infrastructure, and

WHEREAS, |srael has nmade clear its intention to w thdraw
from Pal estinian areas and has al ready begun to do so, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives:

(1) Stands in solidarity with Israel as it takes necessary
steps to provide security to its people by dismantling the
terrorist infrastructure;

(2) Remains conmtted to Israel's right to self-defense
and supports additional United States assistance to help Israel
defend itself;

(3) Condemms sui ci de bombi ngs;

(4) Uges all Arab states to declare their unqualified
opposition to all forms of terrorism particularly suicide
bonbi ng;

(5) Commends the President for his |eadership in
addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflicts, particularly the

efforts of the Adm nistration to engage countries throughout the
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region to conderm and prevent terrorismand to prevent a

wi deni ng of the conflict;

(6) Uges all parties in the region to vigorously pursue
efforts to establish a just, lasting, and conprehensive peace in
the M ddl e East; and

(7) WIIl work as an el ected body to pronote tourism
econom c trade, and cultural exchange with the State of |srael,
keeping relations healthy now and into the future for the

benefit of Florida and |srael.
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