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HR 9139 2003
House Resol ution

A resolution honoring Fred "M ster"” Rogers.

VWHEREAS, Fred MFeely Rogers was born on March 20, 1928, in
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, and earned a bachelors degree in nusic
conposition in 1951 fromRollins College in Wnter Park,

Florida, where he found inspiration in a plaque that reads "Life
is for service," and

VWHEREAS, in 1952, Mster Rogers nmarried Joanne Byrd, a
concert pianist and fellow Rollins Coll ege graduate, and
returned to Pennsylvania in 1953, where he began his career in
children' s tel evision, producing the show, "the Children's
Cor ner," and

VWHEREAS, M ster Rogers graduated from Pittsburgh
Theol ogi cal Sem nary and was ordained as a Presbyterian m nister
in 1963, with a charge to continue his work with children and
famlies through the nmass nedia, and

WHEREAS, in 1968 the popul ar program "M ster Rogers
Nei ghbor hood" debuted and went on to becone the | ongest -running
children's programon public television, producing about 1,000
epi sodes before the final show was taped in 2001, and

VWHEREAS, M ster Rogers was the conposer and |yricist of
over 200 songs and the aut hor of nunerous books for children and
adults, and

WHEREAS, M ster Rogers received over 40 honorary degrees
fromcoll eges and universities, including his alnma mater,
Rollins Col |l ege, and received two Peabody Awards, four Emmys,
Lifetime Achi evenment Awards from the National Acadeny of
Tel evision Arts and Sciences and the Television Critics

Associ ation, and a star on the Hol |l ywood Wal k of Fane, as well
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as every major award in television for which he was eligible,

and in 1999 was inducted into the Television Hall of Fanme, and
WHEREAS, in 2002, President George W Bush presented M ster
Rogers with the Presidential Medal of Freedom the nation's
hi ghest civilian honor, recognizing his contribution to the
wel | - being of children and his career in public television that
denonstrates the inportance of kindness, conpassion, and
| earni ng, and
VWHEREAS, after 40 years of Anerica's children eagerly
awaiting his daily visits into their honmes, Mster Rogers died
at his home on February 27, 2003, and today generations join his
w fe, two sons, and two grandsons in nourning the passing of a
very dear friend, NOW THEREFCORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives salutes Fred MFeely
Rogers, one of Anerica's consunmate rol e nodel s and educat or of
children and adults alike.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat a copy of this resolution be
presented to Joanne Rogers as a tangi ble token of the sentinents

expressed herein.
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