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HR 9143 2003
House Resol ution

A resol ution expressing concern over the presence of
chl oranpheni col, nitrofurans, and other veterinary drugs
in inmported shrinp.

WHEREAS, the Florida House of Representatives expresses its
concern over the presence of chloranpheni col and ot her banned
veterinary drugs in inported shrinp and asserts that inmedi ate
action needs to be taken to inprove enforcenent of restrictions
on seafood inports in order to protect the consuners of Florida
and the United States and ensure the safety of the food supply,
and

WHEREAS, chl oranpheni col, a potent antibiotic, can cause
severe toxic effects in humans, including hypo-aplastic anem a,
which is usually irreversible and fatal, and

WHEREAS, because of these human heal th inpacts,
chl oranpheni col, nitrofurans, and simlar veterinary drugs are
not approved for use in food-producing aninmals in the State of
Florida and in the United States, and

WHEREAS, other countries have been found to use these drugs
in the aquacul ture of shrinp and ot her seafood, including
Thai | and, Vi etnam and China, and

WHEREAS, this nation inports over 400,000 netric tons of
shrinp annually, with Thailand and Vi etnam being the top two
exporters of shrinp to the United States and China the fifth
| ar gest exporter of shrinp to the United States, and

VWHEREAS, upon detection of chl oranpheni col using testing
protocols that can detect such substances to 0.3 parts per
billion in certain shipnents of seafood from China and ot her

nations, in 2002 the European Union and Canada severely
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restricted inports of shrinp and other food fromthese nations,

and

WHEREAS, the United States Food and Drug Admi ni stration
i nspects only 2 percent of all seafood inports into the United
States and utilizes a testing procedure that cannot detect the
presence of chl oranpheni col below 1 part per billion, and

VWHEREAS, Food and Drug Adm nistration inport testing did
not detect chloranphenicol in shrinp inported fromthese nations
in 2002, although i ndependent testing perfornmed by or for the
states of Al abama, Florida, Louisiana, M ssissippi, and Texas
detected the drug in sanples of inported shrinp from China and
other countries at levels harnful to human heal th, and

WHEREAS, inports of seafood fromnations that utilize
substances banned in the United States, such as chl oranphenicol,
nitrofurans, and other veterinary drugs, pose potential threats
to United States consuners, and

VWHEREAS, denial of entry of contam nated shrinp and ot her
products to the European Union and Canada will likely redirect
i nports of contam nated products turned away fromthese
countries into the United States, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the Florida House of Representatives expresses its
concern over the presence of chloranphenicol, nitrofurans, and
ot her veterinary drugs in inported shrinp and its potenti al

i npact on the safety of the food.
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