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HJR 0973 2003
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to Section 4 of
Article X of the State Constitution to limt the exenption
of honestead property fromliens and to authorize
legislation to permit the forced sale of homestead

property obtained by fraudul ent neans.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anmendnent to Section 4 of Article X of the State
Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be submtted
to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection at the
general election to be held in Novenber 2004

ARTI CLE X
M SCELLANEQUS

SECTI ON 4. Honestead; exenptions.--

(a) There shall be exenpt fromforced sal e under process
of any court, and no judgnent, decree or execution shall be a
lien thereon, except for the paynment of taxes and assessnents
t hereon, obligations contracted for the purchase, inprovenent or
repair thereof, or obligations contracted for house, field or
ot her | abor perforned on the realty, the follow ng property
owned by a natural person:

(1) a honestead, if located outside a municipality, to the
extent of one hundred sixty acres of contiguous |and and
i mprovenents thereon, which shall not be reduced w thout the
owner's consent by reason of subsequent inclusionin a
muni ci pality; or if located within a nmunicipality, to the extent
of one-half acre of contiguous |and, upon which the exenption

shall be limted to the residence of the owner or the owner's
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HJR 0973 2003
famly, provided that a lien may be placed on the value of the

equity of such property in excess of one mllion dollars and the

| egi sl ature nay provide by general |aw that the provisions of

this subsection shall not apply to property obtained directly or

indirectly through a fraudulent transfer of assets or to

property purchased with unl awfully obtai ned assets;

(2) personal property to the value of one thousand
dol | ars.

(b) These exenptions shall inure to the surviving spouse
or heirs of the owner.

(c) The honestead shall not be subject to devise if the
owner is survived by spouse or mnor child, except the honestead
may be devised to the owner's spouse if there be no mnor child.
The owner of honestead real estate, joined by the spouse if
married, may alienate the honmestead by nortgage, sale or gift
and, if married, nmay by deed transfer the title to an estate by
the entirety with the spouse. If the owner or spouse is
i nconpetent, the nethod of alienation or encunbrance shall be as
provi ded by | aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the title and substance of the
anmendnent proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as foll ows:

LI M TATI ON ON EXEMPTI ON FROM LI ENS ON AND
FORCED SALE OF HOMESTEAD PROPERTY

Proposes an anmendnment to Section 4 of Article X of the
State Constitution to provide that a lien may be placed on the
equity of honestead property to the extent the equity exceeds $1
mllion and that the Legislature may provide by general |aw for
the forced sal e of honestead property obtained fraudul ently or

with fraudulently or unlawfully obtained assets.

Page 2 of 2

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




