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HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No.HB 25A
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Seiler offered the follow ng:

Amendnent (with directory and title anmendnents)

Renove |ine(s) 3929-3944, and insert:

Section 22. Section 440.191, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

(Substantial rewordi ng of section. See s. 440.191,

F.S. for present text.)

440.191 Early Intervention Ofice.--The Early Intervention

Ofice is created within the departnent in order to facilitate

t he sel f-executing features of the workers’ conpensati on | aw and

to conduct early intervention prograns.

(1) The prinmary responsibility of the Early Intervention

Ofice is to provide informati on to educati on enpl oyees,

enpl oyers, carriers and health care providers about their

rights, responsibilities and obligations under this chapter and
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to facilitate the avoi dance or resolution of disagreenents as

provided in this section.

(2) Upon receiving a notice of injury that results in a

|l ost-tinme case, or upon obtaining by any ot her nmeans know edge

that a | ost-time case has occurred, the Early Intervention

Ofice shall initiate contact with the injured enployer by nmai

or tel ephone to provide infornation concerning his or her

rights, responsibilities and obligations, unless a petition for

benefits has been filed for that date of accident. The Early

Intervention Ofice shall facilitate access to its services

t hrough the establishnment of a toll-free hot |ine.

(3) The Early Intervention Ofice nay contact and assi st

the parties in avoiding or resolving any di sagreenent regardi ng

t he benefits under this chapter upon request for assistance from

an i njured worker, provider, enployer, or carrier indicating

that a potential disagreenent regardi ng the provision of

benefits under this chapter exists. Such assistance nay only be

rendered when there is no petition for benefits filed for that

date of acci dent.

(4) The Early Intervention Ofice may obtain and revi ew

docunents, conduct interviews and conferences, and coll ect other

i nformati on necessary to assist the office in facilitating the

resol ution of the disagreenment. Al parties shall cooperate with

the Early Intervention Ofice. Failure of a party to provide

i nformation pursuant to this subsection constitutes failure to

conply with s. 440.185(5)(c). Upon request, all parties shal

provi de requested docunents or participate in an interview or

conference within 7 cal endar days after the request.
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(5) If, in the course of carrying out its duties as set

forth in this section, the Early Intervention Ofice identifies

that a party has failed to conply with this chapter, the office

shall refer the failure to conply to the appropriate regul ator

(6) The dollar value of any benefits that are provided or

secured as a result of the Early Intervention Ofice' s

facilitation efforts nay not be included in any subsequent award
pursuant to s. 440.34(2).
(7) The departnent nay adopt rules to specify forns and

procedures for adm nistering this section.

z============ D | RECTORY AMENDMENT =============
Renmove |ine(s) 3907-3909, and insert:
Section 21. Subsection (9) of section 440.185, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

====—=====—==—====== T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Bet ween |ines 60 and 61, insert:
amending s. 440.191, F.S.; providing for the creation of
the Early Intervention Ofice in lieu of the Enployee
Assi stance; providing responsibilities of the office
providing rul e adoption authority to the Departnent of
Fi nanci al Servi ces;
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