Florida Senate - 2003 SR 52-A
By Senator Carlton

23-2633-03
1 Senat e Resol uti on No.
2 A resol ution honoring the nenory of Senator
3 Doyle E. Carlton, Jr.
4
5 WHEREAS, Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., served with distinction
6|in the Florida Senate for a decade, and
7 WHEREAS, it is nost appropriate that the Florida Senate
8 | comenorate the passing of one of its fornmer nenbers who
9| served his district and the State of Florida with distinction
10 | NOW THEREFORE,
11
12 | Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
13
14 That this legislative body does pause in its
15| deliberations to pay its respects to the late Senator Doyle E
16 | Carlton, Jr., and that the Florida Senate in session assenbl ed
17 | does record this testinonial of esteem and bereavenent:
18 I N MEMORI AM
19 DOYLE E. CARLTON, JR
20 A sixth-generation Floridian, Doyle E. Carlton, Jr.
21| was born in Tanpa on July 4, 1922, and died on May 10, 2003,
22| in Wauchul a. From 1929-1933, his father was CGovernor of
23| Florida, but during the sumrer, young Doyl e worked on
24 | relatives' farns in Hardee County. A basketball star
25 | president of the student body at Plant Hi gh School (class of
26 | 1940), and captain of the basketball teamat the University of
27| Florida, Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., continued his achievenents
28 | throughout his life. He narrowy | ost the Denocratic
29 | nomination for Governor in 1960, after telling a reporter that
30| he would not withdraw his child fromthe public schools if the
31| schools were integrated, and in 1991, received the first LeRoy

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOOUuDWNPRER O

da Senate - 2003 SR 52-A
33-03

Collins Award for Political Courage in recognition of his 1957
opposition to closing public schools rather than conply with
the U S. Suprene Court's integration order. A State Senator
for 10 years, Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., pronoted the well-being
of this state by persuading the Senate to fund the successfu
eradi cation of the screwworm fly, which was deci mating
Florida's cattle. Senator Carlton fought successfully to save
the state fair fromclosing, was a charter nenber of the
Florida State Fair Authority, and served as chairman of the
authority for 12 years. He was devoted to his wife, the fornmer
M| dred Wodbery, whomhe nmarried in 1944 and who worked with
himto help create Cracker Country at the Florida State Fair.
This collection of pioneer Florida buildings includes Senator
Carlton's childhood hone, built in Hardee County by his
grandparents in the 1880's. Together, the Carltons raised
three children and contributed significantly to society, in
part by supporting Hardee Menorial Hospital, Pioneer Park in
Zol fo Springs, and Tanpa's Joshua House for unwed nothers.
Ms. Carlton died in January of this year. Praised by friends
as a generous and unassuning nman, Senator Carlton was al so
active in the First Baptist Church of Wauchula from 1948 unti
his death. He served on the Sout hern Baptist Convention's
Br ot her hood Conm ssion from 1956 to 1963, chaired that
commi ssion in 1959, and was vice president of the Florida
Bapti st Convention in 1960. Senator Carlton is survived by one
son, Doyle E. Carlton, |l; two daughters, Susan Carlton Snmith
and Jane Carlton Durando; one sister, Martha Carlton Ward; 6
grandchil dren; and 10 great-grandchildren. In 1991, Senator
Carlton expressed his clearsighted view of life in these
words: "It's so clear to ne that whatever | have, |'m not
taking it with ne when | leave. The earth is God's, the cattle
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belong to Hm The greatest treasure is the love ny children
and grandchil dren have for each other."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
signed by the President of the Senate, with the Seal of the
Senate affixed, be transmitted to Doyle E. Carlton, Il, as a
tangi bl e token of the sentinments expressed herein and as a
| asting synbol of the respect of the nenbers of the Florida
Senat e.
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