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HB 0079A 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to elections; anmending ss. 99.061 and
105.031, F.S.; providing for earlier qualifying for
nom nation or election to public office; anendi ng ss.
99. 095, 99.0955, and 99.096, F.S.; providing for earlier
filing of the oath to qualify by the alternative mnethod;
anendi ng ss. 100.061 and 100.091, F.S.; providing for
earlier primary el ections; anending s. 106.07, F.S.;
provi ding for additional canpaign finance reporting
periods; providing for construction of the act in pari
materia with |l aws enacted during the 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

of the Legislature; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 99.061,
Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election to
federal, state, county, or district office.--

(1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a federal, state, or nulticounty district office,
other than election to a judicial office as defined in chapter
105 or the office of school board nenber, shall file his or her
qualification papers wth, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent, and
party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the Departnent of
State, or qualify by the alternative nmethod with the Departnent
of State, at any tine after noon of the 1lst day for qualifying,

whi ch shall be as follows: the 120th day prior to the first
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primary, but not later than noon of the 116th day prior to the

date of the first primary, for persons seeking to qualify for
nom nation or election to federal office; and noon of the 64th
50th day prior to the first primary, but not |ater than noon of
the 60th 46t+h day prior to the date of the first primary, for
persons seeking to qualify for nom nation or election to a state
or nmulticounty district office.

(2) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a county office, or district or special district
of fice not covered by subsection (1), shall file his or her
qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent, and
party assessnent, if any has been |l evied, to, the supervisor of
el ections of the county, or shall qualify by the alternative
met hod with the supervisor of elections, at any tinme after noon
of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be the 64th 506th day
prior to the first primary or special district election, but not
| ater than noon of the 60th 46th day prior to the date of the
first primary or special district election. However, if a
special district election is held at the sane tinme as the second
primary or general election, qualifying shall be the 50th day
prior to the first primary, but not |ater than noon of the 46th
day prior to the date of the first primary. Wthin 30 days after
the closing of qualifying time, the supervisor of elections
shall remt to the secretary of the state executive conmittee of
the political party to which the candi date bel ongs the anount of
the filing fee, two-thirds of which shall be used to pronote the
candi dacy of candidates for county offices and the candi dacy of

menbers of the Legislature.
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Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 99.095, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

99.095 Alternative nmethod of qualifying.--

(1) A person seeking to qualify for nom nation to any
office may qualify to have his or her name placed on the ball ot
for the first primary election by neans of the petitioning
process prescribed in this section. A person qualifying by this
alternative nmethod shall not be required to pay the qualifying
fee or party assessnent required by this chapter. A person using
this petitioning process shall file an oath with the officer
bef ore whom the candi date would qualify for the office stating
that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative nmethod for
the office sought. If the person is running for an office which
will be grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar offices
to be filled at the sanme el ection, the candi date nust indicate
in his or her oath for which group or district office he or she
is running. The oath shall be filed at any tine after the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber January of the year

i medi ately preceding the year in which the first primary is

hel d, but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of the
qual i fying period for the office sought. The Departnent of State
shall prescribe the formto be used in admnistering and filing
such oath. No signatures shall be obtained by a candi date on any
nom nating petition until the candidate has filed the oath
required in this section. If the person is running for an office
which will be grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar
offices to be filled at the sane el ection and the petition does
not indicate the group or district office for which the person
i's running, the signatures obtained on such petition will not be

count ed.
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Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
99. 0955, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

99. 0955 Candidates with no party affiliation; name on
general election ballot.--

(3)(a) A candidate with no party affiliation may, in lieu
of paying the qualifying fee, qualify for office by the
alternative nmethod prescribed in this subsection. A candi date
using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the
of fi cer before whomthe candi date would qualify for the office
stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative
method. If the person is running for an office that requires a
group or district designation, the candidate nust indicate the
designation in his or her oath. The oath shall be filed at any
time after the first Tuesday after the first Monday i n Novenber
January of the year immedi ately preceding the year in which the
el ection is held, but before the 21st day preceding the first

day of the qualifying period for the office sought. The
Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm nistering and filing the oath. Signatures may not be
obtained by a candidate on any petition until the candi date has
filed the oath required in this subsection. Upon recei pt of the
witten oath froma candidate, the qualifying officer shal
provide the candidate with petition fornms in sufficient nunbers
to facilitate the gathering of signatures. If the candidate is
running for an office that requires a group or district
designation, the petition nust indicate that designation or the
signatures obtained on the petition wll not be counted.
Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
99.096, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

99.096 M nor party candi dates; nanmes on ballot.--
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(3)(a) A mnor party candidate may, in lieu of paying the

qualifying fee and party assessnent, qualify for office by the
alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate
using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the

of ficer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office
stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative
method. |If the person is running for an office that requires a
group or district designation, the candidate nust indicate the
designation in his or her oath. The oath nust be filed at any
time after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber
January of the year immediately preceding the year in which the
election is held, but before the 21st day preceding the first

day of the qualifying period for the office sought. The
Departnment of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm nistering and filing the oath. Signatures may not be
obtai ned by a candidate on any petition until the candi date has
filed the oath required in this section. Upon receipt of the
witten oath froma candi date, the qualifying officer shal
provi de the candidate with petition forns in sufficient nunbers
to facilitate the gathering of signatures. If the candidate is
running for an office that requires a group or district
desi gnation, the petition nust indicate that designation or the
si gnatures on such petition will not be counted.

Section 5. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

100.061 First primary election.--In each year in which a
general election is held, a first primary el ection for
nom nati on of candi dates of political parties shall be held on
t he Tuesday 15 9 weeks prior to the general election. Each

candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast in each contest
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inthe first primary el ection shall be declared nom nated for

such office. A second primary election shall be held as provided
by s. 100.091 in every contest in which a candi date does not
receive a npjority.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 100.091, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

100. 091 Second primary el ection.--

(1) In each year in which a general election is held, a
second primary election for nom nation of candi dates of
political parties where nom nations were not made in the first
primary el ection shall be held on the Tuesday 8 5 weeks prior to
the general el ection.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 105.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

105.031 <Qualification; filing fee; candidate's oath; itens
required to be filed.--

(1) TIME OF QUALI FYI NG - - Except for candi dates for
judicial office, nonpartisan candidates for multicounty office
shall qualify with the Division of Elections of the Departnent
of State and nonpartisan candi dates for countyw de or |ess than
countywi de office shall qualify with the supervisor of
el ections. Candidates for judicial office other than the office
of county court judge shall qualify with the Division of
El ections of the Departnent of State, and candi dates for the
of fice of county court judge shall qualify with the supervisor
of el ections of the county. Candidates for judicial office shal
qualify no earlier than noon of the 120th day, and no |l ater than
noon of the 116th day, before the first primary el ection.

Candi dates for the office of school board nenber shall qualify

no earlier than noon of the 64th 50th day, and no later than
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noon of the 60th 46th day, before the first primary el ection.

Filing shall be on forns provided for that purpose by the

D vision of Elections and furnished by the appropriate
qgualifying officer. Any person seeking to qualify by the
alternative nethod, as set forth in s. 105.035, if the person
has submtted the necessary petitions by the required deadline
and is notified after the fifth day prior to the |ast day for
qgqualifying that the required nunber of signatures has been
obt ai ned, shall be entitled to subscribe to the candidate's oath
and file the qualifying papers at any tinme within 5 days from
the date he or she is notified that the necessary nunber of

si gnatures has been obtained. Any person other than a wite-in
candi date who qualifies within the tine prescribed in this
subsection shall be entitled to have his or her name printed on
t he ball ot.

Section 8. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
section 106.07, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--

(1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date or
political commttee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file regular
reports of all contributions received, and all expenditures
made, by or on behalf of such candidate or political conmttee.
Reports shall be filed on the 10th day follow ng the end of each
cal endar quarter fromthe tinme the canpaign treasurer is
appoi nted, except that, if the 10th day following the end of a
cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday, Sunday, or |egal holiday,
the report shall be filed on the next follow ng day which is not
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. Quarterly reports shal
include all contributions received and expenditures made during

t he cal endar quarter which have not otherw se been reported
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pursuant to this section.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), follow ng the
| ast day of qualifying for office, the reports shall be filed on
the 46th, 32nd, 18th, and 4th days i medi ately preceding the
first primary and on the 32nd, 18th, and 4th days inmmedi ately
precedi ng the second primary and general election, for a
candi date who i s opposed in seeking nom nation or election to
any office, for a political commttee, or for a commttee of
conti nuous exi st ence.

(b) Following the | ast day of qualifying for office, any
st at ewi de candi date who has requested to receive contributions
fromthe Election Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund or any statew de
candidate in a race wth a candi date who has requested to
receive contributions fromthe trust fund shall file reports on
the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, and 32nd, 39th, and 46th days prior
to the first primary and general elections, and on the 4th,
11t h, 18th, and 25th, 32nd, and 39th days prior to the second
primry.

Section 9. |If any |aw anended by this act was al so anmended

by a | aw enacted at the 2003 Requl ar Session of the Legi sl ature,

such laws shall be construed as if they had been enacted at the

sane session of the Legislature, and full effect shall be given

to each if possible.
Section 10. This act shall take effect Cctober 1, 2003.
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