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HB 0047B 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to charter school conversion; anmending s.
1002. 33, F.S.; authorizing an educational facilities
benefit district to apply for a conversion charter school;
providing a procedure for certain counties to participate
ina pilot programto convert public-school -feeder systens
into charter-school-feeder systens; providing a
definition; providing participation requirenents;

provi ding an appeal s process; providing for equitable
fundi ng; authorizing creation of an educational facilities
benefit district for purposes of participation in the
pil ot program providing for construction of the act in
pari materia with | aws enacted during the 2003 Regul ar
Sessi on or the 2003 Special Session A of the Legisl ature;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (3) and (10) of section 1002. 33,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002. 33 Charter schools. --

(3) APPLI CATI ON FOR CHARTER STATUS. - -

(a) An application for a new charter school may be nade by
an individual, teachers, parents, a group of individuals, a
muni ci pality, or a legal entity organized under the laws of this
st ate.

(b) An application for a conversion charter school shal
be made by the district school board, the principal, teachers,
parents, and/or the school advisory council at an existing

public school that has been in operation for at |east 2 years
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HB 0047B 2003
prior to the application to convert, including a public school-

w t hi n-a-school that is designated as a school by the district

school board, or by an educational facilities benefit district.

An application submtted proposing to convert an existing public
school to a charter school shall denonstrate the support of at

| east 50 percent of the teachers enployed at the school and 50
percent of the parents voting whose children are enrolled at the
school, provided that a majority of the parents eligible to vote
participate in the ballot process, according to rules adopted by
the State Board of Education. A district school board denying an
application for a conversion charter school shall provide notice
of denial to the applicants in witing within 30 days after the
meeting at which the district school board denied the
application. The notice nust specify the exact reasons for
deni al and nust provi de docunentation supporting those reasons.
A private school, parochial school, or hone education program
shall not be eligible for charter school status.

(c) District school boards in counties with populations in

excess of 1.5 million persons, as reported on the nbst recent

United States Census, are authorized to accept applications from

educational facilities benefit districts for the purpose of

establishing a pilot programin each such county to convert no

nore than five feeder systenms of public schools per county to

conversi on charter-school -f eeder systens. Applications for up to

four of the conversion charter-school -feeder systens nmust be

fromeducational facilities benefit districts |ocated within

muni cipalities with popul ations in excess of 58, 000 persons, as

reported on the nost recent United States Census. At | east one

application nust be froman educational facilities benefit

district located in the unincorporated area of each county. Not
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nmore than one educational facilities benefit district within a

muni ci pality may be awarded a conversion charter-school -feeder

system In evaluating applications, priority shall be given to

applications to convert poorly perform ng feeder systens in

whi ch the high school received a performance grade category "D’

or "F," as reported in the nost recent annual report of school

perfornmance grades pursuant to s. 1008. 34, unless no high school

within any feeder systemin the nunicipality or unincorporated

area received a perfornmance grade category "D' or "F."

1. For purposes of this section, a conversion charter-

school -feeder systemis defined as one high school and the

m ddl e schools and el enentary schools where nore than one-half

of the students are zoned to attend that high school and nust

i nclude at | east one high school, one niddle school, and one

el enentary school .

2. To participate in the pilot program all schools

included in the conversion charter-school -feeder system nust be

| ocated within the boundaries of the educational facilities

benefit district applying to participate in the conversion pil ot

program
3. Decisions of the school district regarding the

establi shnment of a conversion charter-school-feeder system my

be appealed to the State Board of Educati on.

4, |1f the educational facilities benefit district provides

operational funding for the conversi on charter-school -feeder

system the district's contribution per full-tinme equival ent

(FTE) shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar basis to maintain

equal funding per FTE throughout the district.

5. If the educational facilities benefit district provides

capital outlay funding for the conversion charter-school -feeder
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HB 00478 2003
system the district's contribution per FTE shall be reduced on

a dollar-for-dollar basis to naintain equal funding per FTE

t hr oughout the district.
6. Notwithstanding s. 1013.355(3)(b), for purposes of
participating in the pilot program an educational facilities

benefit district nay be created by the county or nunicipality

w thin whose jurisdiction the educational facilities benefit

district is |located, pursuant to the adopti on of an ordi hance

establishing the educational facilities benefit district and

approval by the electors within the educational facilities

benefit district at a general el ection.
(10) ELI G BLE STUDENTS. - -
(a) A charter school shall be open to any student covered

in an interdistrict agreenent or residing in the school district
in which the charter school is |ocated; however, in the case of
a charter |lab school, the charter |ab school shall be open to
any student eligible to attend the | ab school as provided in s.
1002. 32 or who resides in the school district in which the
charter |ab school is located. Any eligible student shall be

all owed interdistrict transfer to attend a charter school when
based on good cause.

(b) The charter school shall enroll an eligible student
who submits a tinely application, unless the nunber of
applications exceeds the capacity of a program class, grade
| evel, or building. In such case, all applicants shall have an
equal chance of being admtted through a random sel ecti on
process.

(c) \When a public school converts to charter status, or in

schools that are part of a conversion charter-school-feeder

system enrollment preference shall be given to students who
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woul d have otherw se attended that public school

(d) A charter school nmay give enrollnent preference to the
foll owi ng student popul ati ons:

1. Students who are siblings of a student enrolled in the
charter school

2. Students who are the children of a menber of the
governing board of the charter school

3. Students who are the children of an enpl oyee of the
charter school

(e) A charter school may limt the enrollment process only
to target the foll ow ng student popul ati ons:

1. Students within specific age groups or grade |evels.

2. Students considered at risk of dropping out of school
or academ c failure. Such students shall include exceptional
education students.

3. Students enrolling in a charter school -in-the-workpl ace
or charter school -in-a-municipality established pursuant to
subsection (16).

4. Students residing within a reasonabl e di stance of the
charter school, as described in paragraph (21)(c). Such students
shall be subject to a randomlottery and to the racial/ethnic
bal ance provi sions described in subparagraph (7)(a)8. or any
federal provisions that require a school to achieve a
raci al / ethnic bal ance reflective of the conmunity it serves or
within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
same school district.

5. Students who neet reasonabl e academ c, artistic, or
other eligibility standards established by the charter school
and included in the charter school application and charter or,

in the case of existing charter schools, standards that are
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HB 0047B 2003
consistent with the school's m ssion and purpose. Such standards

shall be in accordance with current state | aw and practice in
public schools and may not discrimnate agai nst ot herw se
qgual i fied individuals.

6. Students articulating fromone charter school to
anot her pursuant to an articul ati on agreenent between the
charter schools that has been approved by the sponsor.

(f) Students with handi cappi ng conditions and students
served in English for Speakers of O her Languages prograns shal
have an equal opportunity of being selected for enrollnment in a
charter school

(g A student may withdraw from a charter school at any
time and enroll in another public school as determ ned by
di strict school board rule.

(h) The capacity of the charter school shall be determ ned
annual |y by the governing board, in conjunction with the
sponsor, of the charter school in consideration of the factors
identified in this subsection.

Section 2. |If any |l aw anmended by this act was al so anmended

by a | aw enacted at the 2003 Regul ar Session of the Legislature

or at the 2003 Special Session A of the Legislature, such | aws

shall be construed as if they had been enacted at the sane

session of the Legislature, and full effect shall be given to

each i f possible.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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