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HB 0059B 2003
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to primary el ections; repealing s.

100.091, F.S.; elimnating the second primary el ection;
repealing s. 100.096, F.S., relating to the hol ding of
special elections in conjunction with the second primary
el ection, to conform anending s. 97.021, F.S., relating

to the definition of "primary election,” to conform
anmendi ng ss. 97.055, 97.071, 97.1031, and 98.081, F.S.,
relating to restrictions on changing party affiliation
between primary el ections, to conform anending sSs.
99. 061 and 99.095, F.S., relating to qualifying for
nom nation or election to office, to conform anending s.
99.063, F.S.; adjusting the date to designate a
Li eut enant Governor running mate, to conform anmendi ng
ss. 99.103, 100.081, 100.111, 100.141, 101.252, 101.62,
102. 041, 103.021, 103.022, 103.091, 105.031, 105.041,
105. 051, 106.07, 106.08, and 106.29, F.S.; revising
references, to conformto the elimnation of the second
primary el ection; amending s. 100.061, F.S.; establishing
a ranked-choice or "instant runoff" voting process for
the primary el ection; anending s. 101.151, F. S.;
nmodi fying the primary election ballot, to conform
amendi ng s. 101.5606, F.S.; nodifying certification
requi renents for voting systems; requiring previously
certified voting systens to neet new certification
requi renents by a date certain; providing for
construction of the act in pari materia with | aws enacted
during the 2003 Regul ar Session or the 2003 Speci al
Session A of the Legislature; providing an effective
dat e.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Sections 100.091 and 100.096, Florida Statutes,
are repeal ed.
Section 2. Subsection (25) of section 97.021, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code, except
where the context clearly indicates otherwi se, the term

(25) "Primary election" neans an el ection held preceding
the general election for the purpose of nomnating a party

nom nee to be voted for in the general election to fill a

national, state, county, or district office. Fhefirst primary
. : : i . | Lo t] | : .
nem-hati-ng—electiononly—

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 97.055, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97. 055 Registration books; when closed for an el ection.--

(1) The registration books nust be closed on the 29th day
before each el ection and nust remain closed until after that
election. If an election is called and there are fewer than 29
days before that election, the registration books nust be cl osed

i edi ately. Wien the registration books are closed for an

el ection, voter registration and party changes nust be accepted
but only for the purpose of subsequent el ections. However—party

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 97.071, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
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97.071 Registration identification card.--

(3) In the case of a change of nane, address, or party

affiliation, the supervisor nust issue the voter a new

registration identification card. Hewever—afregistration

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 97.1031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.1031 Notice of change of residence within the sane
county, change of nanme, or change of party.--

(3) Wen an el ector seeks to change party affiliation, the
el ector nust provide a signed, witten notification of such
intent to the supervisor and obtain a registration
identification card reflecting the new party affiliation-
subjectto - the issuance restrictionins—97.071(3).

Section 6. Section 98.081, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

98.081 Nanes renoved fromregi stration books; restrictions
on reregi stering; recordkeeping; restoration of erroneously or

illegally renoved nanes.- -

(1)£2> Wen the nanme of any elector is renoved fromthe

regi stration books pursuant to s. 98.065, s. 98.075, or s.

98.093, the elector's original registration formshall be filed
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al phabetically in the office of the supervisor. As alternatives,

regi strations renoved fromthe regi stration books may be

m crofil med and such mcrofilnms substituted for the original
registration forns; or, when voter registration informtion,
including the voter's signature, is maintained digitally or on
el ectronic, nmagnetic, or optic nedia, such stored information
may be substituted for the original registration form Such
mcrofilnms or stored information shall be retained in the

cust ody of the supervisor. In the event the original
registration forns are mcrofilnmed or maintained digitally or on
el ectronic or other nedia, such originals may be destroyed in
accordance with the schedul e approved by the Bureau of Archives
and Records Managenent of the Division of Library and

| nformati on Services of the departnent.

(2)3)> Wen the nane of any el ector has been erroneously
or illegally renoved fromthe registration books, the nane of
the elector shall be restored by the supervisor upon
satisfactory proof, even though the registration period for that
el ection is closed.

Section 7. Subsections (1), (2), and (8) of section
99. 061, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election to
federal , state, county, or district office.--

(1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
notw t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a federal, state, or nulticounty district office,
other than election to a judicial office as defined in chapter
105 or the office of school board nenber, shall file his or her
gualification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent, and
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party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the Departnent of

State, or qualify by the alternative nethod with the Depart nent
of State, at any tine after noon of the 1st day for qualifying,
whi ch shall be as follows: the 120th day prior to the fH+st
primary el ection, but not |ater than noon of the 116th day prior
to the date of the H+st primary el ection, for persons seeking
to qualify for nom nation or election to federal office; and
noon of the 50th day prior to the H+st primary el ection, but
not |later than noon of the 46th day prior to the date of the
fi+rst primary el ection, for persons seeking to qualify for
nom nation or election to a state or multicounty district
of fice.

(2) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a county office, or district or special district
of fice not covered by subsection (1), shall file his or her
qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ection assessnent, and
party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the supervisor of
el ections of the county, or shall qualify by the alternative
met hod with the supervisor of elections, at any tinme after noon
of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be the 50th day prior
to the H+st primary el ection or special district election, but
not later than noon of the 46th day prior to the date of the
st primary el ection or special district election. However, if
a special district election is held at the sane tinme as the
second—prrary—or general election, qualifying shall be the 50th
day prior to the H+st primary el ection, but not later than noon
of the 46th day prior to the date of the H+st primary el ection.

Wthin 30 days after the closing of qualifying tine, the
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supervi sor of elections shall remt to the secretary of the

state executive conmttee of the political party to which the
candi dat e bel ongs the anmount of the filing fee, two-thirds of
whi ch shall be used to pronote the candi dacy of candi dates for
county offices and the candi dacy of menbers of the Legislature.

(8) Notwithstanding the qualifying period prescribed by
this section, in each year in which the Legislature apportions
the state, the qualifying period for persons seeking to qualify
for nom nation or election to federal office shall be between
noon of the 57th day prior to the H+st primary el ection, but
not later than noon of the 53rd day prior to the H+st prinmary
el ection.

Section 8. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
99. 063, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

99. 063 Candi dates for CGovernor and Lieutenant Governor.--

(1) No later than 5 p.m of the 9th day follow ng the
second primary el ection, each candidate for Governor shal
designate a Lieutenant Governor as a running mate. Such
designation nmust be made in witing to the Departnent of State.

(2) No later than 5 p.m of the 9th day follow ng the
second primary el ection, each designhated candi date for
Li eut enant Governor shall file with the Departnent of State:

(a) The candidate's oath required by s. 99.021, which nust
contain the nane of the candidate as it is to appear on the
ballot; the office sought; and the signature of the candi date,
duly acknow edged.

(b) The loyalty oath required by s. 876.05, signed by the
candi date and duly acknow edged.
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(c) If the office sought is partisan, the witten

statenent of political party affiliation required by s.
99. 021(1)(b).

(d) The full and public disclosure of financial interests
pursuant to s. 8, Art. Il of the State Constitution.

(4) In order to have the nane of the candi date for
Li eut enant Governor printed on the H+st—or—second primary
el ection ballot, a candidate for Governor participating in the
primary nmust designate the candidate for Lieutenant Governor,
and the designated candi date nust qualify no later than the end
of the qualifying period specified in s. 99.061. If the
candi date for Lieutenant Governor has not been designhated and
has not qualified by the end of the qualifying period specified
ins. 99.061, the phrase "Not Yet Designated" nust be included
in lieu of the candidate's name on the primary el ection ball ot
ballots and-on—advance absentee ballots for the general
el ection.

Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 99.095, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--

(1) A person seeking to qualify for nom nation to any
office may qualify to have his or her nane placed on the ball ot
for the fH+rst primary el ection by nmeans of the petitioning
process prescribed in this section. A person qualifying by this
alternative nmethod shall not be required to pay the qualifying
fee or party assessnent required by this chapter. A person using
this petitioning process shall file an oath with the officer
bef ore whom the candi date woul d qualify for the office stating
that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative nethod for

the office sought. If the person is running for an office which
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will be grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar offices

to be filled at the sanme el ection, the candi date nmust indicate
in his or her oath for which group or district office he or she
is running. The oath shall be filed at any time after the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the year in which
the H+st primary election is held, but prior to the 21st day
preceding the first day of the qualifying period for the office
sought. The Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be
used in adm nistering and filing such oath. No signatures shal
be obtai ned by a candidate on any nom nating petition until the
candi date has filed the oath required in this section. If the
person is running for an office which will be grouped on the
ballot with two or nore simlar offices to be filled at the sane
el ection and the petition does not indicate the group or
district office for which the person is running, the signatures
obt ai ned on such petition will not be counted.

Section 10. Section 99.103, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

99. 103 Departnment of State to remt part of filing fees
and party assessnents of candidates to state executive
comm ttee. --

(1) If nore than three-fourths of the full authorized
menber ship of the state executive committee of any party was
el ected at the | ast previous election for such nenbers and if
such party is declared by the Departnent of State to have
recorded on the registration books of the counties, as of the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in January prior to the
st primary election in general election years, 5 percent of
the total registration of such counties when added together,

such commttee shall receive, for the purpose of neeting its
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expenses, all filing fees collected by the Departnent of State

fromits candidates | ess an anount equal to 15 percent of the
filing fees, which anount the Departnent of State shall deposit
in the General Revenue Fund of the state.

(2) Not later than 20 days after the close of qualifying
i n even-nunbered years, the Departnent of State shall remt 95
percent of all filing fees, |ess the anount deposited in general
revenue pursuant to subsection (1), or party assessnents that
may have been coll ected by the departnment to the respective
state executive commttees of the parties conplying with
subsection(1l). Party assessnents collected by the Departnent of
State shall be remtted to the appropriate state executive
commttee, irrespective of other requirenments of this section,
provi ded such conmittee is duly organi zed under the provisions
of chapter 103. The remainder of filing fees or party
assessnments collected by the Departnent of State shall be
remtted to the appropriate state executive conmttees not |ater
than the date of the #+st primary el ection.

Section 11. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

100.061 First primary el ection. --

(1) In each year in which a general election is held, a
first primary election for nom nation of candi dates of political
parties shall be held on the Tuesday 9 weeks prior to the

general election using a ranked-choice or "instant runoff”

bal | ot prepared pursuant to s. 101.151. Each—ecandi-date+receirH-ng

L 4y . | he
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nwhicl i d I .
ority

(2) For purposes of this section:

(a) A candidate shall be deened "continuing" if the

candi date has not been eli m nated.

(b) A ballot shall be deened "continuing"” if it is not

exhaust ed.

(c) A ballot shall be deened "exhausted," and not counted

in further stages of the tabulation, if all the choices have

been elimnated or if there are no nore choices indicated on the
bal | ot.

(d) |If a ranked-choice ballot gives equal weight to two or

nmore candi dates, the ballot shall be deenmed "exhausted"” when

such nultiple rankings are reached

(e) If a voter casts a ranked-choice ball ot but skips one

or nore ranks, the voter's vote shall be transferred to that

voter's next ranked choi ce.

(3) If a candidate receives a npjority of the first

choi ces, that candidate shall be nomnated. |If no candi date

receives a npjority, the candi date who received the fewest first

choi ces shall be elimnated and each vote cast for that

candi date shall be transferred to the next-ranked candi date on

that voter's ballot. If, after this transfer of votes, any

candi date has a npjority of the votes fromthe continuing

ball ots, that candi date shall be decl ared nom nat ed.

(4) |If no candidate receives a npjority of votes fromthe

continuing ballots after a candi date has been elimnated and his

or her votes have been transferred to the next-ranked candi dat e,

the continuing candidate with the fewest votes fromthe

continuing ballots shall be elimnated. Al votes cast for that
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candi date shall be transferred to the next-ranked conti nui ng

candi date on each voter's ballot. This process of elimnating

candi dates and transferring their votes to the next-ranked

conti nui ng candi dates shall be repeated until a candi date

receives a ngjority of the votes fromthe continuing ballots or

until there are only two candi dates that have not been

elimnated, at which point the candidate with the npst votes

shal | be non nat ed.

(5) To facilitate ballot counting in each round, if the

total nunber of votes of the two or nore candi dates credited

with the | owest nunber of votes is |l ess than the nunber of votes

credited to the candidate with the next hi ghest nunber of votes,

t hose candi dates with the | owest nunber of votes shall be

elimnated sinmultaneously and their votes transferred to the

next - ranked conti nui ng candi date on each ballot in a single

counti ng operation.

(6) If the final two continuing candi dates receive an

equal nunber of votes for the sanme office, such candi dates shal

draw lots to determ ne which candi date i s nom nat ed.

(7) The Division of Elections and the supervisors of

el ections shall nake ranked-choice or "instant runoff" voting a

conponent of their voter educati on prograns.
Section 12. Section 100.081, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

100. 081 Conduectingprirary—elections- Nom nation of county

commi ssioners at primary election.--The primary el ection

elections shall provide for the nom nation of county
conmi ssioners by the qualified electors of such county at the

time and place set for voting on other county officers.
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Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1), subsection

(3), and paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 100.111,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

100. 111 Filling vacancy. --

(1)

(c) |If such a vacancy occurs prior to the H+st primary
el ection but on or after the first day set by |aw for
qualifying, the Secretary of State shall set dates for
qgualifying for the unexpired portion of the termof such office.
Any person seeking nom nation or election to the unexpired
portion of the termshall qualify within the tinme set by the
Secretary of State. If tine does not permt party nom nations to
be made in conjunction with the #H+rstand -second primary
el ecti on eleetions, the Governor may call a special primry
el ecti on—and—i{-necessary,—a-second-special—primary-election-
to select party nom nees for the unexpired portion of such term

(3) Wenever there is a vacancy for which a speci al
el ection is required pursuant to s. 100.101(1)-(4), the
Governor, after consultation with the Secretary of State, shal
fix the dates date of a special H+st primary el ecti on—=a
special—second—prrary—election— and a special el ection.
Nom nees of political parties other than mnor political parties
shall be chosen under the primary laws of this state in the
speci al prinmary el ecti on eleetions to becone candidates in the
special election. Prior to setting the special election dates,
t he Governor shall consider any upcom ng elections in the
jurisdiction where the special election will be held. The dates
fixed by the Governor shall be specific days certain and shal
not be established by the happening of a condition or stated in

the alternative. The dates fixed shall provide a m nimum of 2
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weeks between each election. 1In the event a vacancy occurs in

the office of state senator or nenber of the House of
Representatives when the Legislature is in regular |egislative
session, the mninumtinmes prescribed by this subsection may be
wai ved upon concurrence of the Governor, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate. If a
vacancy occurs in the office of state senator and no session of
the Legislature is scheduled to be held prior to the next
general election, the Governor may fix the dates for the any
special primary el ection and for the special election to
coincide with the dates of the H+st—and-second prinary el ection
and general election. If a vacancy in office occurs in any
district in the state Senate or House of Representatives or in
any congressional district, and no session of the Legislature,
or session of Congress if the vacancy is in a congressional
district, is scheduled to be held during the unexpired portion
of the term the Governor is not required to call a special
election to fill such vacancy.

(a) The dates for candidates to qualify in such speci al
el ection or special primary election shall be fixed by the
Departnment of State, and candi dates shall qualify not later than
noon of the last day so fixed. The dates fixed for qualifying
shall allow a mnimum of 14 days between the |ast day of
gual i fying and the special #+st primary el ection.

(b) The filing of canpaign expense statenents by
candi dates in such special elections or special prinmaries and by
comm ttees making contributions or expenditures to influence the
results of such special primaries or special elections shall be
not later than such dates as shall be fixed by the Departnent of

State, and in fixing such dates the Departnent of State shal
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take into consideration and be governed by the practical tine

[imtations.

(c) The dates for a candidate to qualify by the
alternative nethod in such special prinmary or special election
shal |l be fixed by the Departnent of State. In fixing such dates
the Departnent of State shall take into consideration and be
governed by the practical tine |imtations. Any candi date
seeking to qualify by the alternative nethod in a speci al
primary el ection shall obtain 25 percent of the signatures
required by s. 99.095, s. 99.0955, or s. 99.096, as applicable.

(d) The qualifying fees and party assessnents of such
candi dates as may qualify shall be the sane as collected for the
sanme office at the last previous primary for that office. The
party assessnent shall be paid to the appropriate executive
commttee of the political party to which the candi date bel ongs.

(e) Each county canvassing board shall make as speedy a
return of the result of such special primary el ecti ons and

speci al el ections and—prrares as tinmne will permt, and the
El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion |ikew se shall make as speedy a

canvass and declaration of the nomnees as tine will permt.
(4)(a) In the event that death, resignation, wthdrawal,
renmoval , or any other cause or event should cause a party to
have a vacancy in nom nation which | eaves no candidate for an
of fice fromsuch party, the Governor shall, after conferring
with the Secretary of State, call a special primary el ection
and——necessary—a-second-spectalprimaryelection to sel ect
for such office a nom nee of such political party. The dates on
whi ch candi dates may qualify for such special primary election
shall be fixed by the Departnent of State, and the candi dates

shall qualify no later than noon of the last day so fixed. The
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filing of canpai gn expense statenents by candi dates in speci al

primary el ections prvaries shall not be |ater than such dates

as shall be fixed by the Departnment of State. In fixing such
dates, the Departnment of State shall take into consideration and
be governed by the practical tine limtations. The qualifying
fees and party assessnent of such candi dates as may qualify
shall be the sane as collected for the sane office at the | ast
previous primary for that office. Each county canvassi ng board
shall make as speedy a return of the results of such special

primary el ections prraries as tine wll permit, and the

El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conm ssion shall |ikew se make as speedy a
canvass and declaration of the nomnees as tine will permt.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 100.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 141 Notice of special election to fill any vacancy in
of fice or nom nation.--

(2) The Departnent of State shall prepare a notice stating
what offices and vacancies are to be filled in the speci al
el ection, the dates date set for the eaech special primary
el ection and the special election, the dates fixed for
qualifying for office, the dates fixed for qualifying by the
alternative nethod, and the dates fixed for filing canpaign
expense statenents.

Section 15. Subsection (5) of section 101.151, Florida
Statutes, is anmended and subsection (8) of said section is
reenacted, to read:

101. 151 Specifications for ballots.--

(5)(a) The primary election ballot shall allow voters to

rank a nunber of choices in order of preference equal to the

total number of candi dates for each office; however, if five or
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nore candi dates are participating in the election, the total

nunber of all owabl e rankings shall be limted to four. The

ball ot shall in no way inpede a voter's ability to cast a vote

for a wite-in candi date.

(b) The primary election ballot shall also be arranged so
that the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor are joined
in a single voting space to allow each elector to cast a single
vote for the joint candidacies for Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, if applicable.

(8)(a) The Departnent of State shall adopt rules
prescribing a uniformprinmary and general election ballot for
each certified voting system The rules shall incorporate the
requirements set forth in this section and shall prescribe
additional matters and fornms that include, without limtation:

1. dear and unanbi guous ballot instructions and
di rections;

2. Individual race layout; and

3. Overall ballot Iayout.

(b) The departnent rules shall graphically depict a sanple
uniformprimary and general election ballot formfor each
certified voting system

Section 16. Present subsections (6) through (15) of
section 101.5606, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as
subsections (7) through (16), respectively, and a new subsection
(6) is added to said section, to read:

101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
el ectronic or el ectronechani cal voting systemshall be approved
by the Departnment of State unless it is so constructed that:

(6) It is capable of acconmpdating the system of ranked-

choice or "instant runoff" primary ball oting.
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Section 17. Subsection (2) of section 101.252, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 252 Candidates entitled to have nanes printed on
certain ballots; exception.--

(2) Any candidate for party executive conmmttee menber who
has qualified as prescribed by lawis entitled to have his or
her nane printed on the fH+st primary el ection ballot. However,
when there is only one candidate of any political party
gqualified for such an office, the nanme of the candi date shal
not be printed on the H+st primary el ection ballot, and such
candi date shall be declared elected to the state or county
executive commttee.

Section 18. Subsection (4) of section 101.62, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 62 Request for absentee ballots. --

(4)(a) To each absent qualified el ector overseas who has
requested an absentee ballot, the supervisor of elections shall ;-
not—fewerthan-35-daysbefore the first primary—election- nai
an absentee ballot not fewer than 35 days before the primary or
general el ection Net—+fewerthan45-days—beforethe second

. I | el ont] . ‘ol . hal |
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(b) As-soon-as-the remninderof the absentee bhallotsare
p+hted- The supervisor shall provide an absentee ballot to each
el ector by whom a request for that ballot has been nade by one
of the foll ow ng neans:

1. By nonforwardable, return-if-undeliverable mail to the
el ector's current mailing address on file with the supervisor,
unl ess the elector specifies in the request that:

a. The elector is absent fromthe county and does not plan

to return before the day of the election;
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b. The elector is tenporarily unable to occupy the

resi dence because of hurricane, tornado, flood, fire, or other
energency or natural disaster; or

c. The elector is in a hospital, assisted-living facility,
nur si ng honme, short-term nedical or rehabilitation facility, or

correctional facility,

in which case the supervisor shall mail the ballot by
nonf orwardabl e, return-if-undeliverable nmail to any other
address the el ector specifies in the request.

2. By forwardable nmail to voters who are entitled to vote
by absentee ball ot under the Uniforned and Overseas Citizens
Vot ing Act.

3. By personal delivery to the el ector, upon presentation
of the identification required in s. 101.657.

4. By delivery to a designee on election day or up to 4
days prior to the day of an election. Any el ector may designate
in witing a person to pick up the ballot for the el ector;
however, the person designated may not pick up nore than two
absentee ballots per election, other than the designee's own
bal | ot, except that additional ballots may be picked up for
menbers of the designee's immediate famly. For purposes of this
section, "immedi ate fam |ly" neans the designee's spouse or the
parent, child, grandparent, or sibling of the designee or of the
desi gnee' s spouse. The desi gnee shall provide to the supervisor
the witten authorization by the elector and a picture
identification of the designee and nust conplete an affidavit.
The designee shall state in the affidavit that the designee is
aut hori zed by the elector to pick up that ballot and shal

indicate if the elector is a nenber of the designee's inmediate
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famly and, if so, the relationship. The departnent shal

prescribe the formof the affidavit. If the supervisor is
satisfied that the designee is authorized to pick up the ball ot
and that the signature of the elector on the witten

aut hori zation matches the signature of the elector on file, the
supervi sor shall give the ballot to that designee for delivery
to the el ector.

Section 19. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
102.014, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

102. 014 Poll worker recruitnment and training.--

(4) Each supervisor of elections shall be responsible for
training inspectors and clerks, subject to the follow ng m ni num
requirenments:

o I . thi I on—the fi I

I . | : hall | L d I | o

Section 20. Subsection (3) and paragraph (b) of subsection
(4) of section 103.021, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

103.021 Nomi nation for presidential electors.--Candidates
for presidential electors shall be nomnated in the follow ng
manner :

(3) Candidates for President and Vice President with no
party affiliation may have their nanmes printed on the genera
election ballots if a petition is signed by 1 percent of the
regi stered electors of this state, as shown by the conpilation
by the Departnent of State for the |ast preceding genera
el ection. A separate petition fromeach county for which
signatures are solicited shall be submtted to the supervisor of
el ections of the respective county no later than July 15 of each
presidential election year. The supervisor shall check the names

and, on or before the date of the #+st primary el ection, shal
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certify the nunber shown as registered electors of the county.

The supervisor shall be paid by the person requesting the
certification the cost of checking the petitions as prescribed
ins. 99.097. The supervisor shall then forward the certificate
to the Departnent of State which shall determ ne whether or not
the percentage factor required in this section has been net.
When the percentage factor required in this section has been
met, the Departnment of State shall order the nanes of the

candi dates for whomthe petition was circulated to be i ncl uded
on the ballot and shall permt the required nunber of persons to
be certified as electors in the same nanner as party candi dates.

(4)

(b) A mnor party that is not affiliated with a national
party holding a national convention to nom nate candi dates for
President and Vice President of the United States may have the
nanmes of its candidates for President and Vice President printed
on the general election ballot if a petition is signed by 1
percent of the registered electors of this state, as shown by
the conpilation by the Departnent of State for the preceding
general election. A separate petition fromeach county for which
signatures are solicited shall be submitted to the supervisors
of elections of the respective county no |ater than July 15 of
each presidential election year. The supervisor shall check the
nanmes and, on or before the date of the H+st primary el ection,
shal |l certify the nunber shown as registered el ectors of the
county. The supervisor shall be paid by the person requesting
the certification the cost of checking the petitions as
prescribed in s. 99.097. The supervisor shall then forward the
certificate to the Departnment of State, which shall determ ne

whet her or not the percentage factor required in this section
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has been net. Wien the percentage factor required in this

section has been net, the Departnent of State shall order the
names of the candidates for whomthe petition was circulated to
be included on the ballot and shall permt the required nunber
of persons to be certified as electors in the same manner as

ot her party candi dat es.

Section 21. Section 103.022, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

103.022 Wite-in candidates for President and Vice
Presi dent. --Persons seeking to qualify for election as wite-in
candi dates for President and Vice President of the United States
may have a bl ank space provided on the general election ballot
for their nanmes to be witten in by filing an oath with the
Departnent of State at any tinme after the 57th day, but before
noon of the 49th day, prior to the date of the #+st primary
el ection in the year in which a presidential election is held.
The Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm ni stering the oath. The candidates shall file with the
departnent a certificate nam ng the required nunmber of persons
to serve as electors. Such wite-in candi dates shall not be
entitled to have their names on the ballot.

Section 22. Subsection (4) of section 103.091, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

103.091 Political parties.--

(4) Any political party other than a mnor political party
may by rule provide for the nenbership of its state or county
executive conmmittee to be elected for 4-year terns at the H+st
primary election in each year a presidential election is held.
The terns shall commence on the first day of the nonth foll ow ng

each presidential general election; but the names of candi dates
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for political party offices shall not be placed on the ballot at

any other election. The results of such election shall be
determ ned by a plurality of the votes cast. In such event,

el ectors seeking to qualify for such office shall do so with the
Department of State or supervisor of elections not earlier than
noon of the 57th day, or later than noon of the 53rd day,
precedi ng the H+st primary el ection. The outgoing chair of each
county executive conmmittee shall, wthin 30 days after the

comm ttee nenbers take office, hold an organi zati onal neeting of
all newy elected nenbers for the purpose of electing officers.
The chair of each state executive committee shall, within 60
days after the commttee nenbers take office, hold an

organi zati onal neeting of all newly elected nmenbers for the

pur pose of electing officers.

Section 23. Subsection (1) of section 105.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

105.031 Qualification; filing fee; candidate's oath; itens
required to be filed.--

(1) TIME OF QUALI FYI NG - - Except for candi dates for
judicial office, nonpartisan candidates for multicounty office
shall qualify with the Division of Elections of the Departnent
of State and nonpartisan candi dates for countyw de or |ess than
countywi de office shall qualify with the supervisor of
el ections. Candidates for judicial office other than the office
of county court judge shall qualify with the Division of
El ections of the Departnent of State, and candi dates for the
of fice of county court judge shall qualify with the supervisor
of elections of the county. Candidates for judicial office shal
gqualify no earlier than noon of the 120th day, and no | ater than

noon of the 116th day, before the H+st primary el ection.
Page 23 of 29

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
701
702
703
704
705
706
707
708
709
710
711
712
713
714

715

HB 0059B 2003
Candi dates for the office of school board nenber shall qualify

no earlier than noon of the 50th day, and no | ater than noon of
the 46th day, before the fi+st primary election. Filing shall be
on forns provided for that purpose by the D vision of Elections
and furnished by the appropriate qualifying officer. Any person
seeking to qualify by the alternative nethod, as set forth in s.
105.035, if the person has submtted the necessary petitions by
the required deadline and is notified after the fifth day prior
to the last day for qualifying that the required nunber of
signatures has been obtained, shall be entitled to subscribe to
the candidate's oath and file the qualifying papers at any tine
wthin5 days fromthe date he or she is notified that the
necessary nunber of signatures has been obtained. Any person
other than a wite-in candidate who qualifies within the tine
prescribed in this subsection shall be entitled to have his or
her nanme printed on the ballot.

Section 24. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 105.041,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

105.041 Form of ballot.--

(1) BALLOTS.--The nanes of candi dates for nonpartisan
judicial of fice andcandidates for the office of school-board
merber which appear on the ballot at the H+st primary el ection
nust shall—either be grouped together on a separate portion of

the ballot or on a separate ballot. The nanmes of candi dates for
el ection to nonparti san judicial of fi ce and—candidatesforthe
offce—of—school—board—renber which appear on the ballot at the

general election and the nanes of justices and judges seeking

retention to office nust shal be grouped together on a separate
portion of the general election ballot.

(2) LISTING OF CANDI DATES. - -
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(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the order of

nonparti san offices appearing on the ballot shall be determ ned
by the Departnment of State. The nanes of candi dates for el ection
to each nonpartisan office shall be listed in al phabeti cal

order. Wth respect to retention of justices and judges, the
guestion "Shall Justice (or Judge) (name of justice or judge) of
the (name of the court) be retained in office?" shall appear on
the ballot in al phabetical order and thereafter the words "Yes"
and "No."

(b)1. The nanmes of candidates for the office of circuit
judge shall be listed on the H+st primary election ballot in
the order determ ned by | ot conducted by the director of the
Division of Elections of the Departnent of State after the close
of the qualifying period.

2. Candi dates who have secured a position on the general
el ection ballot, after having survived elimnation at the Hust
primary el ection, shall have their nanes listed in the sane
order as on the #H+st primary el ection ballot, notw thstanding
the elimnation of any intervening nanes as a result of the
fHi+st primary el ection.

Section 25. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
105. 051, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

105. 051 Determ nation of election or retention to
of fice.--

(1) ELECTION. --In circuits and counties hol ding el ections:

(b) If two or nore candidates, neither of whomis a wite-
in candidate, qualify for such an office, the nanes of those
candi dates shall be placed on the ballot at the £+st primary
el ection. If any candidate for such office receives a ngjority

of the votes cast for such office in the H+st primary el ection,
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t he nane of the candi date who receives such majority shall not

appear on any other ballot unless a wite-in candi date has
qualified for such office. An unopposed candi date shall be
deened to have voted for hinmself or herself at the genera

el ection. If no candidate for such office receives a mgjority of
the votes cast for such office in the H+st prinmary el ection,
the nanes of the two candidates receiving the highest nunber of
votes for such office shall be placed on the general election
ballot. If nore than two candi dates receive an equal and hi ghest
nunber of votes, the nane of each candi date receiving an equal
and hi ghest nunber of votes shall be placed on the general
election ballot. In any contest in which there is atie for
second place and the candidate placing first did not receive a
majority of the votes cast for such office, the nanme of the
candi date placing first and the name of each candidate tying for
second shall be placed on the general election ballot.

Section 26. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
section 106.07, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--

(1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date or
political conmttee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file regular
reports of all contributions received, and all expenditures
made, by or on behalf of such candidate or political conmttee.
Reports shall be filed on the 10th day foll owi ng the end of each
cal endar quarter fromthe time the canpaign treasurer is
appoi nted, except that, if the 10th day following the end of a
cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday, Sunday, or |egal holiday,
the report shall be filed on the next foll ow ng day which is not
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. Quarterly reports shal

include all contributions received and expendi tures made during
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t he cal endar quarter which have not otherw se been reported

pursuant to this section.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), follow ng the
| ast day of qualifying for office, the reports shall be filed on
the 32nd, 18th, and 4th days inmmedi ately precedi ng the #+st
primary and on the 46th, 32nd, 18th, and 4th days i nmedi ately
precedi ng the second—prmary—and general election, for a

candi date who is opposed in seeking nom nation or election to

any office, for a political conmttee, or for a conmttee of
conti nuous exi st ence.

(b) Following the last day of qualifying for office, any
st atewi de candi date who has requested to receive contributions
fromthe El ection Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund or any statew de
candidate in a race with a candi date who has requested to
receive contributions fromthe trust fund shall file reports on
the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, and 32nd days prior to the H+st

primary el ecti on and—general—elections, and on the 4th, 11th,
18t h, and 25th, 32nd, 39th, 46th, and 53rd days prior to the

general el ection second—primary.

Section 27. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
106. 08, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

106.08 Contributions; limtations on.--

(1)

(c) The contribution limts of this subsection apply to

each el ection. For purposes of this subsection, the H+st
pri mary el ecti on—seecoend—prary~ and general election are
separate elections so long as the candidate is not an unopposed
candi date as defined in s. 106.011(15). However, for the purpose
of contribution limts with respect to candidates for retention

as a justice or judge, there is only one election, which is the
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general election. Wih respect to candidatesinacireuit
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Section 28. Subsection (1) of section 106.29, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106.29 Reports by political parties; restrictions on
contri butions and expenditures; penalties.--

(1) The state executive committee and each county
executive commttee of each political party regul ated by chapter
103 shall file regular reports of all contributions received and
all expenditures made by such commttee. Such reports shal
contain the same information as do reports required of
candi dates by s. 106.07 and shall be filed on the 10th day
followi ng the end of each cal endar quarter, except that, during
the period fromthe |ast day for candidate qualifying until the
general election, such reports shall be filed on the Friday
i mredi ately preceding both the H+st prinary el ecti on—the
second—primary—election- and the general election. Each state
executive commttee shall file the original and one copy of its
reports with the Division of Elections. Each county executive
commttee shall file its reports with the supervisor of
elections in the county in which such commttee exists. Any
state or county executive committee failing to file a report on
t he desi gnated due date shall be subject to a fine as provided
in subsection (3). No separate fine shall be assessed for
failure to file a copy of any report required by this section.

Section 29. Any voting systemcertified for use in the

state on January 2, 2004, nust neet the new certification
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requi renents of s. 101.5606, Florida Statutes, as anended by

this act, by July 1, 2004.

Section 30. |If any |l aw anended by this act was al so

anended by a | aw enacted at the 2003 Regul ar Sessi on of the

Legi slature or at the 2003 Special Session A of the Legislature,

such laws shall be construed as if they had been enacted at the

sane session of the Legislature, and full effect shall be given

to each i f possi bl e.
Section 31. This act shall take effect January 2, 2004.
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