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HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No.HB 63B
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Anbler offered the follow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnent)

Between line(s) 1835 and 1836, insert:

Section 38. Section 766.1181, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

766. 1181 Presunptively reasonabl e range of verdicts.--1In

the event that a jury, pursuant to s. 766.118, determ nes that

there is substantial or permanent | oss or inpairnent of a bodily

function, or substantial disfigurenent, or other special

circunstances in the case that warrant a finding that inposition

of the limtation contained therein would deprive the clai mant

of just conpensation for the injuries sustained, the award for

noneconom ¢ damages shall be determ ned as foll ows:

(1) The award for nonecononi ¢ danages fromthe jury shal

be reviewed by the judge to deterni ne the appropri ateness of the

awar d.
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HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No.HB 63B
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
(2) In reviewing the award, the judge shall utilize the
Florida Jury Verdict Database as provided in s. 766.1182.

(3)(a) The judge shall exanm ne all cases where the

injuries alleged and the econom ¢ danages awarded are

substantially simlar.

(b) The judge shall adopt a presunptively reasonabl e range

of simlar awards that shall be one standard devi ati on above and

bel ow the nmean award for simlar cases. The judge shall then

subtract the econom ¢ damages awarded by the jury fromthe valid

range to find the valid range for nonecononi ¢ danages.

(c) If the award for noneconom ¢ damages i s outside of the

presunptively reasonabl e range for noneconom ¢ danages based on

simlar cases, the judge nay el ect to change the award so that

it falls within said range, which is subject to appeal based on

abuse of discretion standards, or the judge nay elect to | eave

t he anbunt as awarded by providing findings of fact on the

record, which shall be subject to appeal based on clear and

convi nci ng evi dence st andards.

Section 39. Section 766.1182, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

766. 1182 Florida Jury Verdi ct Database. --

(1) The Agency for Health Care Administration shal

mai ntain the Florida Jury Verdi ct Database. For the initial

dat abase, the departnment shall utilize information and

cat egori es provided by a nationwi de jury verdict research

dat abase of plaintiff and defense verdicts and settl enments

resulting fromnedical malpractice clains. The data to be used

must be reported, tabul ated, and anal yzed to determ ne val ues,
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trends, and deviations for injuries and liabilities including

nmedi cal nml practi ce.

(2) Beginning Septenber 1, 2003, all awards under

subsection (1) shall be reported by the clerk of the court in

the circuit in which the judgnent was entered to the agency

within 3 business days for conpilation into the Florida Jury

Ver di ct Dat abase. The agency, in conjunction with the clerks of

the court, shall develop a format for the clerks to use in

reporting the infornmation required for the categories utilized

by the database in subsection (1).

(3) Beginning July 1, 2007, the departnent shall only

utilize reports concerning cases within the state in the Florida
Jury Verdi ct Dat abase.
(4) The awards reported by the clerks of the court shal

be adjusted annually in accordance with the changes in the

Consuner Price Index as issued by the United States Departnment

of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Agency for Health Care

Admi ni stration shall adjust all previously reported awards in

the Florida Jury Verdict Database as provided herein prior to

July 1 of each year. Only those awards reported fromcourts in
this state after Septenber 1, 2003, shall be adjusted.

s================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renmove |ine(s) 152, and insert:
negli gence; creating s. 766.1181, F.S.; revising the
nmet hod for determ ning and review ng awards of noneconom c
damages; authorizing judges to alter certain awards;
provi ding an exception; providing the right to appeal such
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awar ds and establishing the standard for review, creating
S. 766.1182, F.S.; requiring the Agency for Health Care
Adm nistration to naintain a jury verdict database
regardi ng mal practice actions; requiring the clerks of the
court to report all such future verdicts to the agency;
amending s. 766.202, F.S.; redefining the
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