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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 8-E
Amendnment No. ~ Barcode 870518

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

2/ A 2R
10/ 23/ 2003 02: 37 PM

Senat or Constantine noved the follow ng amendnent :
Senat e Amendmrent
On page 6, line 4, through page 8, line 2, delete those

i nes

and insert: necessity to nmake exenpt and confidenti al

agreenents and proposals to receive funding, including grant

applications, until after the conclusion of the project and

the i ssuance of a report, while maintaining the exenption for

proprietary information provided for in s. 288.9551(2)(a) in

those agreenents and grant applications. |f these records are

not protected during the application process and during the

time work on the project is ongoing, the grantee would be at a

conpetitive di sadvantage in conpeting for those funds.

Further, it is a public necessity to nake exenpt and

confidential materials that relate to the recruitnent of

scientists and researchers. If this information is not

protected, it could adversely affect the ability of the

grantee to attract the highest quality scientists and

researchers to The Scripps Research Institute or grantee by
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permtting conpetitors to determ ne what the terns of

enpl oynent _negoti ations for scientists and researchers are and

to outbid The Scripps Research Institute or grantee. This

woul d adversely affect the programand defeat its purpose.

Furt hernore, oversight and accountability for hiring of

scientists and researchers is maintai ned through the

requirenent in s. 288.955 that reports on average

conpensation, nunbers and types of personnel be provided to

the Scripps Florida Funding Corporation or the Ofice of

Tourism Trade and Econom c Devel opnent .

(4) The Leqgislature also finds that it is a public

necessity to protect the identity of donors and potential

donors to The Scripps Research Institute or grantee because

some donors wish to renmain anonynous and if their identity is

not protected they woul d not nmake donations. Such donati ons

provi de additional funding for research and may provi de

additional reinvestnment funds to the state. Thus, the identity

of the donors nust be protected in order to enhance and ensure

the continuation of such fundi ng and donati ons.

(5) The Leqislature also finds that it is a public

necessity to nmake confidential and exenpt from public

disclosure any information received froma person, another

state, the Federal Governnent, or another nation which is

confidential or exenpt fromdisclosure pursuant to the | aws of

that state, nation, or the Federal CGovernnent. Failure to

protect such information would inhibit scientific research by

The Scripps Research Institute or grantee because other

persons, states, the Federal CGovernment, or nations could be

unwilling to share information and research if it could be

rel eased. Wthout protecting such information, The Scripps

Research Institute or grantee woul d be on an unequal footing
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in the bionedical industry as conpared with research

conpetitors that are not required to disclose confidential and

exenpt information, and thus operate to the econom c detrinent

of the State.

(6) The Leqgislature also finds that it is a public

necessity to nmake confidential and exenpt from public

di sclosure personal identifying information of individuals who

participate in hunan trials or experinents and any nedi cal or

health records relating to patients, participants, or clients

which are held by the Scripps Florida Fundi ng Corporation, The

Scripps Research Institute or grantee, or the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent. Conpilation of this

information i s necessary to conduct scientific research but

coul d be damagi ng to those persons who have vol unt eered or

otherwi se agreed to participate. Such persons m ght be denied

health insurance, suffer enploynent discrimnation, and

experi ence other personal problens and enbarrassnent if this

highly sensitive and personal information were to be nade

public. If potential volunteers, patients, or clients feared

that such consequences could be suffered by participating in

hunman trials and other scientific research, they night refuse

to participate, which would adversely affect bionedi ca

research by The Scripps Research Institute or grantee and

pl ace those entities on an unequal footing with other research

institutes that protect this information, and thus operate to

the econom c detrinent of the State.
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