F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1049 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to license plates; anending s. 320. 08053,
3 F.S.; revising requirenents for establishing a specialty
4 license plate; requiring subm ssion of a sanple plate;
5 requiring a certain nunber of plates to be sold prior to
6 seeking | egislative approval; providing for collection of
7 the use fee for the proposed plate in the |local tax
8 collector's office; providing for retention of presale
9 anounts by the Departnment of H ghway Safety and Mbtor
10 Vehicles to offset costs; providing for refund of annual
11 use fees in the event a proposed specialty license plate
12 is not approved by law, requiring the departnent to adopt
13 rules relating to design specifications for specialty
14 license plates; anending s. 320.08056, F.S.; revising
15 provi sions for the i ssuance of specialty license plates;
16 revi sing design requirenents; revising the retention and
17 distribution requirenents for annual use fees; revising
18 conditions and procedures for discontinuation of specialty
19 license plates; amending s. 320.08062, F.S.; revising
20 provisions for audits and attestations required of
21 entities receiving specialty |license plate annual use
22 fees; requiring all state agencies and organi zations
23 receiving use fee proceeds to nmake annual attestations;
24 providing for formand content of attestations; anending
25 s. 320.20, F.S.; providing for a portion of |icense tax
26 revenue to be deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating
27 Trust Fund for certain purposes; requiring the departnent,
28 in cooperation with local tax collectors and the Prison
29 Rehabilitative Industries and Diversified Enterprises,
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30 Inc., to study the possibility of using direct-to-customer
31 distribution; requiring an analysis of the inpact of
32 certain technol ogies; requiring the departnent to report
33 its findings to the Legislature; providing an effective
34 dat e.

35
36| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
37

38 Section 1. Section 320.08053, Florida Statutes, is anended
39| to read:

40 320. 08053 Requirenents for requests to establish specialty
41| license plates.--

42 (1) An organization that seeks authorization to establish

43| a new specialty license plate for which an annual use fee is to

44| be charged nust submttothe departrent:

45 (a) Submt a witten request to the departnent for the

46| particular specialty license plate being sought, descri bing the

47| proposed specialty license plate in specific general terns,
48| including a sanple plate as it will appear in final form and

49 conformng to the specifications set by the departnent and this

50| chapter.
51 (b) Presell 15,000 specialty license plates within 1 year

52| after subm ssion of the request as a condition for seeking

53| legislative authorization of the specialty license plate. The

54| annual use fee for the proposed specialty |license plate shall be

55| collected in any of the |local tax collectors' offices. Either

56| the specialty |license plate requesting organi zati on or the

57| prospective |license plate purchaser may prepay the annual use

58| fee. The results of a-scientificsanple survey of Florida notor
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85 (c)d Submt a marketing strategy to the departnent
86| outlining short-termand |ong-term marketing plans for the

87| requested specialty license plate and a financial analysis
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88| outlining the anticipated revenues and the planned expenditures

89| of the revenues to be derived fromthe sale of the requested
90| specialty license plates.

91
92| If, at |least 90 days before the convening of the next reqgul ar

93| session of the Legislature, 15,000 specialty license plates are

94| presold and all other prequalification requirenents are net, the

95| departnent shall notify the organization that it is eligible to

96| seek legislative authorization of the specialty |icense plate.
97 j
98
99
100 (2) After 15,000 specialty license plates have been

101| presold, the departnment nay retain up to $60, 000 of the presale

102| anpunts collected to defray the departnent's cost for review ng

103| the request and devel oping the specialty |license plate.
104 (3)2 If the specialty license plate requested by the
105| organization is approved by |law, the organization nust submt

106| the proposed art design for the specialty license plate to the

107| departnent, in a formprescribed by the departnent, as soon as

108| practicable, but no later than 60 days after the act approving
109| the specialty license plate becones a law. If the specialty
110| license plate requested by the organization is not approved by

111| the Legislature, the presal e anbunts appH-catioenfee shall be
112| credited toward the future registration of the regi stered notor

113 vehicle owner who prepaid the annual use fee for the requested

114| specialty license plate. If the registered notor vehicle owner

115| does not conduct a future registration transaction within 1 year

116 following the expiration of that owner's prior registration, the
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117| annual use fee shall be refunded by the departnent to the

118| requesting organi zation or the prospective purchaser who

119 submitted the presal e paynent.

120 (4) The departnent shall adopt rules providing viewoint-

121| neutral specifications for the design of specialty |license

122| plates that pronbte or enhance the readability of all specialty

123| license plates and that di scourage counterfeiting. The rul es

124| shall provide uniformspecifications requiring inclusion of the

125 word "Florida" in the sane place on each specialty |license

126| plate, in such a size and location that it is clearly

127| identifiable on each specialty |license plate when nounted on a

128| vehicle, and shall provide specifications for the size and

129| location of any words or | ogos appearing on specialty |license

130| plates.

131 Section 2. Subsections (6), (7), and (8) of section

132| 320.08056, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

133 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

134 (6) Specialty license plates nust bear the design required

135| by law for the appropriate specialty |icense plate, and the

136| designs and colors nust conformto the departnent’'s design

137| specifications be—approved-bythedepartwent. In addition to a

138| design, the specialty license plates may bear the inprint of

139| nunerals from1l to 999, inclusive, capital letters "A" through
140| "Z," or a conbination thereof. The departnent shall determ ne
141| the maxi mum nunber of characters, including both nunerals and
142 letters. Al specialty license plates nust be otherw se of the
143| sane material and size as standard |icense plates issued for any
144 registration period. Hr—swal—letters—theword—FHorida~—nust
145 i i
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146| the—desigh—tn—-addition- A specialty license plate may bear an

147| appropriate slogan, enblem or logo in a size and placenent that

148 conformto the departnent's design specifications

149 (7) The departnent shall annually retain fromthe first
150| proceeds derived fromthe annual use fees collected an anount
151| sufficient to defray each specialty plate's pro rata share of
152 the departnent's costs directly related to issuing the specialty
153| plate. Such costs shall include distribution costs, direct costs

154| to the departnent, costs associated with reviewi nhg each

155 organi zation's conpliance with audit and attestation

156| requirenments of s. 320.08062, and any applicable increased costs

157 of manufacturing the specialty |license plate. Any cost increase
158| to the departnent related to actual cost of the plate, including
159| a reasonabl e vendor profit, shall be verified by the Departnent
160| of Managenent Services. The bal ance of the proceeds fromthe
161| annual use fees collected for that specialty license plate shal
162| be distributed as provided by |aw

163 (8)(a) The departnent shall issue a discontinuation

164| warning for a pust—discontindetheissuance—ofan—-approved

165| specialty license plate if, after 2 years of sales, the nunber

166 of valid plates for that particular specialty license plate is

167| less than 8,000. If the nunber of valid plates is | ess than

168| 8,000 12 nonths after the date on the discontinuation warning,

169| the departnment shall discontinue the issuance of that specialty

170| license plate. -

171 . ; — | ;
172| issuvedtorthatspeectalty ticenseplate by the endof the 5th
173| year—of sales—
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174 . ; — i ;

175| issuedforthat specialty license plate duringany-—subseguent 5-
176| year—period—

177 (b) The department is authorized to discontinue the

178| issuance of a specialty |license plate and distribution of

179| associ ated annual use fee proceeds if the organization no |onger
180| exists, if the organization has stopped providing services that
181| are authorized to be funded fromthe annual use fee proceeds, or
182| pursuant to an organi zational recipient's request. O ganizations
183| are required to notify the departnent imediately to stop al

184| warrants for plate sales if any of the conditions in this

185| section exist, and nust neet the requirenments of s. 320.08062
186| for any period of operation during a fiscal year.

187 (c) The requirenents of paragraph (a) shall not apply to
188| collegiate specialty |license plates authorized in s.

189| 320.08058(3), (13), (21), and (26).

190 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 320.08062, Florida
191| Statutes, is anended to read:

192 320. 08062 Audits and attestations required; annual use
193| fees of specialty |license plates.--

194 (1)(a) Al organizations and state agencies that receive

195 annual use fee proceeds fromthe departnent are responsible for
196| ensuring that proceeds are used in accordance with ss. 320. 08056

197 and 320. 08058 and shall annually attest, under penalties of

198| perjury, that such proceeds were used in conpliance with such

199| sections. The attestation shall be nade annually in a form and

200| fornmat determ ned by the departnent, which shall include, at a

201 mninmum identification of all revenue received by the agency or
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202| organization from sales of the specialty |license plate and a
203| categorical |ist of expenditures.
204 b)Y —Any organization not subject to audit pursuant to s
205 i j
206
207
208
209 (b)fe)> Any organization subject to audit pursuant to s.

210| 215.97 shall submt an audit report in accordance with rules

211| pronul gated by the Auditor Ceneral in addition to the

212| attestation required under paragraph (a). The annual attestation

213| shall be submtted to the departnent for review within 9 nonths
214| after the end of the organization's fiscal year.

215 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 320.20, Florida

216| Statutes, is anmended to read:

217 320.20 Disposition of |icense tax noneys. --The revenue
218| derived fromthe registration of notor vehicles, including any
219| delinquent fees and excluding those revenues coll ected and

220| distributed under the provisions of s. 320.081, nust be

221| distributed nmonthly, as collected, as foll ows:

222 (1)(a) The first proceeds, to the extent necessary to

223| conply with the provisions of s. 18, Art. XI|I of the State

224| Constitution of 1885, as adopted by s. 9(d), Art. XIl, 1968

225| revised constitution, and the additional provisions of s. 9(d)
226| and s. 1010.57, nust be deposited in the district Capital CQutlay
227| and Debt Service School Trust Fund.

228 (b) After the first proceeds are deposited pursuant to

229| paragraph (a), $1 of the license tax paynent for each

230| registration or renewal of registration provided for in s.
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231| 320.08 shall be deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating

232| Trust Fund and shall be used to support state | aw enforcenent

233| officer recruitnent and retention salary prograns.
234 Section 5. The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

235| Vehicles shall, in cooperation with representatives of the | ocal

236| tax collectors and with Prison Rehabilitative |Industries and

237| Diversified Enterprises, Inc., at Union Correctional Facility,

238| study the operational and econonmic feasibility of direct-to-

239| custoner delivery of specialty license plates. The study shall

240| include, but not be limted to, an analysis of the potenti al

241| operational and econom c inpact of various nmanufacturing,

242| inventory control, and product distribution technol ogies on the

243| specialty license plate program The departnent shall report its

244| findings to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
245| House of Representatives no |ater than Decenmber 31, 2004.
246 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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