Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1116
By Senat or Wbster

9- 297A- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to health care delivery and
3 research; creating the Florida Center for
4 Uni versal Research to Eradicate Disease within
5 the Departnent of Health; providing | egislative
6 findings and intent; specifying the purpose and
7 duties of the center; requiring an annua
8 report to the Governor and Legi sl ature;
9 aut hori zing the departnent to outsource the
10 duties of the center; creating an advisory
11 council; amending s. 215.5602, F.S.; expanding
12 the long-termgoal s of the Janes and Est her
13 Ki ng Bi onedi cal Research Programto include the
14 cure of specified diseases; creating the
15 Fl ori da Cancer Research Cooperative; providing
16 for a board of directors; providing the
17 cooperative's mssion and duties; creating the
18 Fl ori da Public Heal th Foundati on, Inc.
19 providing the foundation's duties and mi ssion
20 providing for its board of directors; requiring
21 reports; requiring the foundation to coordinate
22 nont hl y heal t h awar eness canpai gns to
23 di ssem nate information about specified
24 di seases and conditions; providing an effective
25 dat e.
26
27 WHEREAS, stinmulating activity in strategic sectors of
28 | the state's econony produces i measurable and varied benefits
29 | for the people of this state, and
30 WHEREAS, the health sector in particular - including
31| areas such as biotechnol ogy, nedical technology, life
1
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sci ences, and health care education, research, devel opnent,
and delivery - represents an econom ¢ sector with trenendous
potential to produce enploynent, financial, wellness,
educational, cost-saving, and other benefits for the people of
this state, and

WHEREAS, stinmulating activity in the health sector of
t he econony requires a conprehensive and synergistic policy
approach that addresses coordi nati ng bi onedi cal and rel ated
research prograns and opportunities; pronoting the devel opnent
of cures for diseases; facilitating advanced, worl d-cl ass
research in targeted fields of nedical science; dissemnating
informati on on and increasi ng awar eness of research
i nnovations; and expandi ng educational opportunities in health
and science fields, and

WHEREAS, it serves a public purpose and furthers an
essential governnent service to protect the health, safety,
and wel fare of Floridians, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Fl ori da Center for Universal Research to

Er adi cate Di sease. - -
(1) The Legislature finds that an estinmated 128
mllion Anmericans suffer fromacute, chronic, and degenerative

di seases and that bionedical research is the key to finding

cures for these di seases that negatively affect al

Fl oridians. The Legislature further finds that, while there is

nmuch research being conducted throughout this state and

t hroughout the world, there is a |lack of coordination of

efforts anong researchers. The Legislature, therefore, finds

that there is a significant need for a coordinated effort if
2
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the goal of curing disease is to be achi eved. Mreover, the

Legislature finds that the bionedical technol ogy sector neets

the criteria of a high-inpact sector, pursuant to section

288.108, Florida Statutes, having a high inportance to this

state's econony with a significant potential for growh and

contribution to our universities and quality of life.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that Florida

strive to becone the nation's | eader in bionedical research

and commit itself to being the state to find cures for the

nost deadly and wi despread di seases. It is further the intent

of the Legislature that there be a coordinated effort anobng

the state's public and private universities and the bionedica

i ndustry to di scover such cures. Mrreover, it is the intent of

the Legislature to expand the state econony by attracting

bi omedi cal researchers and research conpanies to this state.

(3) There is established within the Departnent of

Heal th the Florida Center for Universal Research to Eradi cate
D sease, which shall be known as " CURED."
(a) The purpose of the center is to coordinate,

i nprove, expand, and nonitor all bionedical research prograns

within the state, facilitate funding opportunities, and foster

i mproved technol ogy transfer of research findings into

clinical trials and wi despread public use.

(b) The goal of the center is to find cures for

di seases such as cancer, heart disease, |ung di sease,

di abet es, aut oi mmune di sorders, and neurol ogi cal disorders,

i ncluding Al zhei ner's di sease, epilepsy, and Parkinson's

di sease.
(c) The center shall hold an annual bi onedi ca

technology summit in Florida to which bionedi cal researchers,

bi onredi cal technol ogy conpani es, busi ness incubators,
3
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phar naceuti cal manufacturers, and others around the nation and

world are invited to share bionedical research findings in

order to expedite the discovery of cures. Summit attendees

shal |l cover the costs of such attendance or obtain sponsorship

for such attendance.

(d) The center shall encourage clinical trials in this

state on research that holds prom se of curing a di sease or

condition. The center shall facilitate partnershi ps between

researchers, treating physicians, and community hospitals for

t he purpose of sharing new techni ques and new research

findings, as well as coordinating voluntary donations to

ensure an adequate supply of adult stemcells, placentas, or

cord bl ood.
(e) The center shall facilitate the formation of

partnershi ps between researchers in this state and

institutions in other states and countries where research with

rare plants or animals could lead to cures.

(f) The center shall encourage agricultural coll eges

and agricultural businesses in this state to be active in the

search for cures and in providing information to the public

about di sease prevention.

(g) The center shall facilitate partnershi ps anong

researchers working to cure all types of diseases, including

those that are preval ent in devel oped countries and those that

occur mainly in devel oping countri es.

(h) The center shall al so encourage the discovery and

production in Florida of vaccines that prevent disease.

(i) The center shall nmonitor the supply and demand

needs of researchers relating to stemcell research and ot her

types of human tissue research. If the center deternines that

there is a need for increased donation of human tissue, it
4
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shall notify hospitals |licensed pursuant to chapter 395,

Florida Statutes, which have entered into partnership

agreenents with research institutes conducting stem cel

research located in the same geographic region as the

researchers demanding the stemcells or other tissues. Such

hospitals shall inplenent prograns that encourage voluntary

donati ons of cord blood or other needed adult tissue.

(j) The center shall be funded through private, state,

and federal sources.

(k) The center shall serve as a registry of all known

opportunities for bionedical grants and may assist any public

or private bionedical research programin this state in

preparing grant requests.

(1) The center shall maintain a website with links to

peer-revi ewed bi onedi cal research. The website shall also

contain a list of all known bi onedi cal research being

conducted in Florida and shall facilitate comuni cati on anbng

researchers and other interested parties.

(m The center shall subnmit an annual report to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives no |later than January 15 which

contains recomendations for |egislative change necessary to

foster a positive climte for bionedical research in this

state.
(n) The Departnent of Health may outsource the duties

of the center to a private entity or state university.

(4) There is established within the center an advisory

council that shall neet at |east annually.

(a) The council shall consist of the nenbers of the

board of directors of the Florida Research Consorti um and at

| east one representative from
5
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1. The Energi ng Technol ogy Comni ssion

2. Enterprise Florida, Inc.

3. BioFlorida

4. The Florida Bi onedi cal Research Advi sory Council

5. The Florida Medical Foundation

6. Pharnmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
Aneri ca.

7. The Florida Tri-Agency Coalition on Snoking and
Heal t h.

8. The Florida Cancer Research Cooperative, Inc.

9. The Anerican Cancer Society, Florida D vision, Inc.

10. The American Heart Association

11. The Anerican Lung Association of Florida.

12. The Aneri can Di abetes Associ ati on, South Coast al
Regi on.

13. The Al zheiner's Associ ati on

14. The Epil epsy Foundati on

15. The National Parki nson Foundati on
16. The Florida Public Health Foundation, |nc.
17. Scripps Florida or the entity forned in this state

by The Scri pps Research Institute.

(b) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensati on and each organi zati on represented shall cover al

expenses of its representative.

Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1),
subsection (2), and paragraph (f) of subsection (10) of
section 215.5602, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

215.5602 Janes and Esther King Bi onedi cal Research
Program - -

(1) There is established within the Departnent of
Heal th the Janes and Est her King Bi onedi cal Research Program

6
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funded by the proceeds of the Lawton Chil es Endowrent Fund
pursuant to s. 215.5601. The purpose of the Janes and Est her
Ki ng Bi onedi cal Research Programis to provide an annual and
per petual source of funding in order to support research
initiatives that address the health care probl ens of
Floridians in the areas of tobacco-rel ated cancer

cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease. The

| ong-termgoals of the programare to:

(a) Inprove the health of Floridians by researching
better prevention, diagnoses, and treatnents, and cures for
cancer, cardiovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease.

(b) Expand the foundation of bionedical know edge
relating to the prevention, diagnosis, ant treatnent, and cure
of diseases related to tobacco use, including cancer
cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and pul nonary di sease.

(2) Funds appropriated for the Janes and Esther King
Bi onedi cal Research Program shall be used exclusively for the
award of grants and fellowships as established in this
section; for research relating to the prevention, diagnosis,
and treatnent, and cure of diseases related to tobacco use
i ncl udi ng cancer, cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and
pul monary di sease; and for expenses incurred in the
adm nistration of this section. Priority shall be granted to

research designed to prevent or cure disease.

(10) The council shall submt an annual progress
report on the state of bionedical research in this state to
the Florida Center for Universal Research to Eradicate D sease

and to the Governor, the Secretary of Health, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
February 1. The report nust i ncl ude:

7
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(f) Progress in the prevention, diagnhosis, and
treatnment, and cure of diseases related to tobacco use
i ncl udi ng cancer, cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke, and
pul monary di sease

Section 3. Florida Cancer Research Cooperative. --

(1) Effective July 1, 2004, the Florida Cancer
Resear ch Cooperative is established for the purpose of naking

the State of Florida a worl d-cl ass center for cancer research

(2)(a) A not-for-profit corporation, acting as an

instrunentality of the Florida D al ogue on Cancer, shall be

organi zed for the purpose of governing the affairs of the

cooperative

(b) The Florida Cancer Research Cooperative, Inc., nay

create not-for-profit corporate subsidiaries to fulfill its

m ssion. The not-for-profit corporation and its subsidiaries

may receive, hold, invest, and adninister property and any

noneys acquired fromprivate, local, state, and federa

sources, as well as technical and professional incone

generated or derived fromthe mission-related activities of

t he cooperati ve.

(c) The affairs of the not-for-profit corporation

shal | be managed by a board of directors which shall consi st

of :
1. The Secretary of Health or his or her designee;
2. The Chief Executive Oficer of the H Lee Mffitt

Cancer Center or his or her designee;

3. The President of the University of Florida Shands

Cancer Center or his or her designee;
4. The Chief Executive Oficer of the University of
M anm Syl vester Conprehensive Cancer Center or his or her

desi gnee;
8
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5. The Chief Executive Oficer of the Mayo dinic,
Jacksonville, or his or her designee;

6. The Chief Executive Oficer of the American Cancer
Society, Florida Division, or his or her designee;

7. The President of the Anerican Cancer Society,
Florida Division Board of Directors, or his or her designee;

8. The President of the Florida Society of dinica

Oncol ogy or his or her designee;
9. The Chief Executive Oficer of Enterprise Florida,
Inc., or his or her designee;

10. Three representatives fromlarge Florida hospitals

or institutions, not delineated in subparagraphs 1. through

6., which treat a |arge volune of cancer patients. One shall

be appointed by the Governor, one shall be appointed by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one shall be

appoi nted by the President of the Senate;

11. Three representatives from comunity-based,

st at ewi de organi zati ons serving popul ati ons that experience

cancer disparities, one of whomshall be appointed by the

Governor, one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and one of whom shall be appointed

by the President of the Senate;
12. One nenber of the Florida House of
Representatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives;

13. One nenber of the Florida Senate, to be appointed

by the President of the Senate;

14. Three university presidents, one of whom shall be

appoi nted by the Governor, one of whom shall be appoi nted by

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one of whom

shal | be appointed by the President of the Senate; and
9
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15. Five representatives fromother statew de public

heal t h organi zati ons whose ni ssions include public education

and the eradicati on of cancer, three of whom shall be

appoi nted by the Governor, one of whom shall be appointed by

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one of whom

shal | be appointed by the President of the Senate.

(d) Appointnents nmade by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives and the President of the Senate pursuant to

paragraph (c) shall be for 2-year terns, concurrent with the

bi enni unms in which they serve as presiding officers.

(e) Appointnents made by the Governor pursuant to

par agraph (c) shall be for 2-year terns, although the Governor

nmay reappoi nt directors.
(f) Menbers of the board of directors of the
not-for-profit corporation or any subsidiaries shall serve

wi t hout conpensati on.

(3) The cooperative shall issue an annual report to

the Florida Center for Universal Research to Eradi cate D sease

and to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the President of the Senate, by Decenber

15 of each year, with policy and fundi ng recomendati ons

regardi ng cancer research capacity in Florida and rel ated

i ssues.
Section 4. Florida Cancer Research Cooperative;

m ssi on and duties. --

(1) The cooperative shall develop and centralize the

processes and shared services for expandi ng cancer research in

Fl ori da through

(a) Support through bioinfornmatics, in order to create

a cancer informatics infrastructure that enhances infornmation

and resource exchange and integration through researchers
10
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working in diverse disciplines to facilitate the full spectrum

of cancer investigations;

(b) Technical coordination, business devel opnent, and

support of intellectual property;

(c) Developnent of a statewide cancer clinical trials

network as contenplated in section 1; and

(d) Oher activities to support nultidisciplinary

research.
(2) The cooperative shall work in concert with the

Fl orida Center for Universal Research to Eradicate Di sease

created in section 1 to ensure that the goals of the center

are advanced.
Section 5. The Florida Public Health Foundation, Inc.
establ i shnent; purpose; nission; duties; board of directors.--
(1) The Florida Public Health Foundation, Inc.
referred to in this section as "the corporation," is

establ i shed for the purpose of dissem nating breakthrough

findings in bionedical research and pronoting heal th awareness

in this state.

(2) The corporation's mssion includes di ssem nating

i nformati on about i nnovative bionedical research and clinica

trials in this state as well as naking Floridians and their

treatnent providers aware of specified di seases and conditions

and avail abl e net hods of preventing, diagnosing, treating, and

curing those di seases and conditi ons.

(3) The purpose and objective of the corporation shal

be to operate exclusively for charitable, scientific, and

educati onal purposes; to protect and inprove the health and

wel | -being of Florida's people and environnent through

partnerships conmmtted to programinnovation, education

appl i ed research, and policy devel opnment; and to engage in
11
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1| charitable prograns dedicated to i nproving the health of

2| Floridians.

3 (4) The corporation shall be established as a

4| not-for-profit entity qualifying under section 501(c)(3) of
5] the Internal Revenue Code. The corporation may receive, hold,
6 | invest, and adm nister property and any noneys acquired from
7| private, local, state, and federal sources, as well as

8 | techni cal and professional incone generated or derived from
9] the mission-related activities of the corporation. The

10 | corporation shall have all of the powers conferred upon

11 | corporations organi zed under chapter 617, Florida Statutes.
12 (5) The corporation's duties include procuring funds
13 | necessary for acconplishing the purpose and nission of the
14 | corporation. The corporation shall strive to conpl enent,

15 | suppl enent, and enhance the nissions of the various

16 | organi zations, entities, and departnents represented on its
17 | board by serving as the |lead corporation in the state for
18 | pronoti ng public health awareness.

19 (6) The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by
20| an executive director appointed by a board of directors

21| consisting of:

22 (a) The Secretary of Health or his or her designee.
23 (b) A forner nenber of the Senate appointed by the
24 | President of the Senate.

25 (c) A forner nenber of the House of Representatives
26 | appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

27 (d) A representative of the American Heart

28 | Associ ati on.

29 (e) A representative of the American Cancer Society,
30| Florida Division, Inc.

31
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(f) A representative of the American Lung Associ ation

of Florida.
(g) A representative of the Anerican D abetes

Associ ati on, South Coastal Region.

(h) A representative of the Al zheiner's Association.

(i) A representative of the Epil epsy Foundation.

(j) A representative of the National Parkinson

Foundat i on.
(k) A representative of the March of Dines, Florida

Chapt er.
(1) A representative of the Arthritis Foundati on,

Fl ori da Chapter.

(m A representative of the Anerican Liver Foundation.

(n) A representative of the Florida Council for

Behavi oral Heal thcare, Inc.

(o) A representative of the Florida Al cohol and Drug

Abuse Associ ation, |nc.

(p) A representative of Pharnmceutical Research and

Manuf acturers of Aneri ca.

(q) A representative of the Florida Public Health

Associ ati on.

(r) A representative of the Florida Association of
County Health Oficers.
(s) A public health academ cian selected by the state

heal th officer.

(t) A representative of the Florida Acadeny of Fanmily

Physi ci ans.
(u) Three consuners who have denpnstrated an interest

in protecting the public health appointed by the Florida
Public Health Associ ati on.

13
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1 (7) Menbers of the board of directors shall serve for
2| 2-year ternms and shall serve wi thout conpensation

3 (8) The corporation, in consultation with the

4 | Departnent of Health and the Florida Center for Universa

5| Research to Eradicate D sease, shall facilitate conmunicati on
6 | bet ween bi onedi cal researchers and health care providers each
7 | nonth according to the health awareness schedul e establi shed
8| by the Florida Public Health Foundation, Inc., in order to

9 | ensure ongoi ng di al ogue between researchers, treatnent

10 | providers, and the departnent.

11 (9) The corporation and the Departnent of Health shal
12 | enter into partnerships with providers of continuing education
13| for health care practitioners, including, but not limted to,
14 | hospitals and state and | ocal nedical organi zations, to ensure
15| that practitioners are aware of the nost recent and conplete
16 | di agnostic and treat ment tools.

17 (10) The corporation shall provide an annual report

18 | concerning its activities and finances to the Florida Center
19 | for Universal Research to Eradicate Di sease and shall provide
20 | copies of the annual report to the Governor, the President of
21| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
22 Section 6. Health awareness canpai gns. - -

23 (1) The Florida Public Health Foundation, Inc., in

24 | consultation with the Departnent of Health, shall coordinate
25| nonthly health awareness canpaigns with national, state, and
26 | | ocal health care organi zati ons and governnent entities

27 | targeting a wide range of the public, including: parents;

28 | teachers and ot her school enpl oyees; students in 4th through
29| 12th grades, colleges, and universities; state agency

30 | enpl oyees; county and | ocal governnent enpl oyees; patients of
31
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county health departnents; Medicaid recipients; health care

professionals and providers; and the public in general

(2) The awareness canpai gns shall include the

provi sion of educational information about preventing,

detecting, treating, and curing the foll owi ng di seases or

conditions. Additional diseases and conditions that inpact the

public health may be added by the board or directors of the

Fl ori da Public Health Foundati on, Inc.; however, each of the

foll owi ng di seases or conditions nust be included in an

awar eness canpai gn during at | east one nonth in any 24-nonth

peri od:
(a) Cancer, including breast, prostate, cervical

ovarian, colorectal, and skin cancer and | euken a.
(b) Heart disease.
(c) Stroke.
(d) Lung disease, including asthnma and

snoki ng-rel ati ng di sease.

(e) Neurological disorders and disease, including

Al zhei ner' s di sease, Parkinson's disease, and epil epsy.

(f) Gastrointestinal disease.

(g) Kidney disease.
(h) D abetes.
(i) Liver disease

(j) Autoi mune disorders.

(k) Birth defects and prenatal care.

(1) Cbesity and nmal nutrition

(m Sexually transmni ssi bl e disease

(n) Hepatitis A hepatitis B, and hepatitis C
(o) Arthritis.

(p) Vaccine-preventabl e di seases.

(g) Infectious diseases, including H V/ Al DS
15
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(r) Substance abuse.

(s) Mental illness.

(3) The health awareness canpai gns shall be funded by

the Florida Public Health Foundation, Inc. and the Departnent

of Health to the extent that funds are available frompublic

and private sources.

(4) Health awareness infornmation shall be di sseni nated

through all avail abl e net hods, including print, audio, visual

and el ectronic nedi a.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

R S R R Rk kb O I IR IRk S bk O R Rk I

SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Florida Center for Universal Research to
Eradi cate Di sease and the Florida Public Health
Foundation, Inc., to conduct, facilitate, and encourage
bi onedj cal 'research to eradicate or cure disease and fo
di ssem nate i nforpati on about dlsease and about such
research. (See bill for detai
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