Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1186
By Senator M| er

18-815- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to requirenents for high schoo
3 graduation; anmending s. 1003.43, F.S.
4 prescribing a formula for conputing each
5 student's graduation grade point average, which
6 formula includes results fromthe student's
7 grade- 10 FCAT and grade-10 Nor m Ref erenced
8 Test, as well as coursework grades; providing
9 an effective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 1003.43, Florida
14 | Statutes, is anended to read:
15 1003.43 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
16 | graduation. --
17 (5)(a) Each district school board shall establish
18 | standards for graduation fromits schools whi ch;—and—these
19 | standards nust include the foll owi ng requirenents:
20 ta—FEarning—passing—scores—on—theFCAT—as—defned—n
21 | s—1606822(3)(e)—
22 1. {b) Each student shall conplete all Eerpletion—of
23 | aH—other applicable requirenents prescribed by the district
24 | school board pursuant to s. 1008. 25.
25 te—Achieverent—of—a—ecunutative—gradepoirnt—average—of
26 | —5—on—a—4—0—scate,—or—+ts—eguvatent—for—students—entering
27 | 9th—grade—before—the—19971998——school—year—however—these
28 | students—st—earn—a—curutati-ve—grade—pornt—average—of—2-0-—on
29 | a4—0-——scale—or—tts—eguvalent—in—the——courses—reguiredby
30 | stbsecton—{d—that—are—taken—aftter—Juby—1—19974—or—have—an
31 | everaH——curtative—gradepoint—average—of—2-0—or—above-
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2. {d)y Each student shall achi eve Achieverent—of a
cumul ative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its

equi val ent, in the courses required by subsection (1) —Ffe+
I . I o I hool I
thereafter.
3. Each student shall take the FCAT in grade 10 and
subsequent grades as prescribed.

4. Each student shall take the Norm Referenced Test
(NRT) as prescribed.

5. Each student shall earn a letter grade and grade

points that correspond to the |level attained on each section
of the grade-10 FCAT test, as foll ows:
a. For Level 1, an "F" and 0 grade points.

b. For Level 2 with a score of |ess than 300, a "D'

and 1 grade point.

c. For Level 2 with a score of 300 or nore, a "C' and

2 grade points.

d. For Level 3, a "B" and 3 grade points.

e. For Level 4 or Level 5, an "A" and 4 grade points.

6. Each student shall earn a letter grade and grade

points that correspond to the percentile ranking attai ned on

each section of the grade-10 Norm Referenced Test (NRT), as

foll ows:
a. For the 1st-30th percentile, an "F' and 0 grade

poi nts.

b. For the 31st-39th percentile, a "D' and 1 grade
poi nt ..

c. For the 40th-64th percentile, a "C' and 2 grade
poi nts.

d. For the 65th-80th percentiles, a "B" and 3 grade
poi nts.

2

wor ds underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

ga Senate - 2004 SB 1186

lori
8-815-04

e. For the 81st-99th percentile, an "A" and 4 grade

poi nts.
7. The average of the grade points earned fromall of

a student's grade-10 FCAT subtests shall conprise 40 percent

of the student's graduati on grade point average.

8. The average of the grade points earned fromall of

a student's NRT subtests shall conprise 20 percent of the

student's graduati on grade point average.

9. The grade point average froma student's course

work shall conprise 40 percent of the student's graduation

grade poi nt average.

10. A student's graduation grade point average shal

be determ ned as foll ows:

.40 x FCAT grade point average +

.20 x NRT grade point average +

.40 x coursework grade point average =

graduati on grade poi nt average

11. A student nmay not graduate unless his or her

graduation grade point average is at least 2.0.
(b) te) For purposes of subparagraph (a)2. paragraphs
(er—and—(d):

1. Each district school board shall adopt policies

designed to assist students in neeting these requirenents.
These policies may include, but are not limted to:

forgi veness policies, summer school or before or after schoo
attendance, special counseling, volunteer or andfoer peer
tutors, school -sponsored hel p sessions, honework hotlines, and
study skills classes. Beginning in the 2000-2001 school year

and each year thereafter, forgiveness policies for required
3
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1| courses shall be linmted to replacing a grade of "D' or "F,"

2] or the equivalent of a grade of "D' or "F," with a grade of

3] "C" or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of "C' or higher

4 | earned subsequently in the sane or conparabl e course

5| Forgiveness policies for elective courses shall be linmted to
6| replacing a grade of "D'" or "F," or the equivalent of a grade
7] of "D'" or "F," with a grade of "C'" or higher, or the

8 | equival ent of a grade of "C' or higher, earned subsequently in
9 | another course. Any course grade not replaced according to a
10 | district school board forgiveness policy shall be included in
11| the calculation of the cunul ative grade point average required
12 | for graduati on.

13 2. At the end of each senester, the parent of each

14 | student in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 who has a cunul ati ve grade
15 | point average of less than 0.5 above the cunul ative grade

16 | point average required for graduation shall be notified that
17 | the student is at risk of not neeting the requirenents for

18 | graduation. The notice shall contain an explanation of the

19 | policies the district school board has in place to assist the
20 | student in neeting the grade point average requirenent.
21 3. Special assistance to obtain a high schoo
22 | equi val ency di pl oma pursuant to s. 1003.435 nmay be given only
23 | when the student has conpleted all requirenents for graduation
24 | except the attainment of the required curul ative grade point
25 | aver age.
26
27 | The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent
28 | nodifications, shall be reprinted in the Florida
29 | Adnmini strative Code even though not defined as "rules."
30 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
31
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