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Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1212

By the Committee on Education; and Senators Wse and Bull ard

304-2003- 04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the district school tax;
anmending s. 1011.71, F.S.; continuing
indefinitely a provision, previously applicable
only in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, which allows
a specified tax levy to be used to offset the
cost of school buses purchased through
contracts with private providers; anending s.
200. 065, F.S., relating to the nethod of fixing
mllage, to conform providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (2) of
section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, as anended by sections 17
and 18 of chapter 2003-399, Laws of Florida, and paragraph (a)
of subsection (5) of that section is anended, to read:

1011.71 District school tax.--

(2) In addition to the maximummillage |evy as
provided in subsection (1), each school board may |evy not
nore than 2 nills agai nst the taxable value for schoo
pur poses to fund:

(i) Paynent of the cost of school buses when a schoo

district contracts with a private entity to provide student

transportation services if the district neets the requirenents

of this paragraph.

1. The district's contract nust require that the

private entity purchase, |ease-purchase, or | ease, and operate

and nmai ntain, one or nore school buses of a specific type and

size that neet the requirenents of s. 1006. 25.
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2. Each such school bus nust be used for the daily

transportati on of public school students in the manner

required by the school district.

3. Annual paynent for each such school bus may not

exceed 10 percent of the purchase price of the state pool bid.

4. The proposed expenditure of the funds for this

pur pose nust have been included in the district school board's

noti ce of proposed tax for school capital outlay as provided
in s. 200.065(9).

Vi ol ations of these expenditure provisions shall result in an
equal dollar reduction in the Florida Education Finance
Program (FEFP) funds for the violating district in the fisca
year following the audit citation

(5)(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that, by
July 1, 2003, revenue generated by the nmillage | evy authorized
by subsection (2) should be used only for the costs of
construction, renovation, renodeling, maintenance, and repair
of the educational plant; for the purchase, |ease, or
| ease- purchase of equi pnent, educational plants, and
construction materials directly related to the delivery of
student instruction; for the rental or |ease of existing
bui |l di ngs, or space within existing buildings, originally
constructed or used for purposes other than education, for
conversion to use as educational facilities; for the opening
day collection for the library nedia center of a new school
for the purchase, |ease-purchase, or |ease of school buses or
the paynent to a private entity to offset the cost of schoo

buses pursuant to paragraph (2)(i); and for servicing of

payments related to certificates of participation issued for
any purpose prior to the effective date of this act. Costs
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associated with the | ease-purchase of equi pnent, educationa
pl ants, and school buses nmay include the issuance of
certificates of participation on or after the effective date
of this act and the servicing of payments related to
certificates so issued. For purposes of this section

"mai ntenance and repair" is defined in s. 1013.01

A district that violates these expenditure restrictions shal
have an equal dollar reduction in funds appropriated to the
district under s. 1011.62 in the fiscal year follow ng the
audit citation. The expenditure restrictions do not apply to
any school district that certifies to the Commi ssi oner of
Education that all of the district's instructional space needs
for the next 5 years can be net fromcapital outlay sources
that the district reasonably expects to receive during the
next 5 years or fromalternative scheduling or construction

| easi ng, rezoning, or technol ogical nethodol ogi es that exhibit
sound managenent .

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (9) of section
200. 065, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

200. 065 Method of fixing mllage.--

(9)(a) In addition to the notice required in
subsection (3), a district school board shall publish a second
notice of intent to levy additional taxes under s. 1011.71(2).
Such notice shall specify the projects or nunber of schoo
buses anticipated to be funded by such additional taxes and
shal | be published in the size, within the tine periods,
adj acent to, and in substantial conformity with the
adverti senent required under subsection (3). The projects
shall be listed in priority within each category as foll ows:
construction and renodel i ng; nai ntenance, renovation, and
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repair; notor vehicle purchases; new and repl acenent

equi pnent; paynents for educational facilities and sites due
under a | ease-purchase agreenent; paynents for renting and

| easi ng educational facilities and sites; paynents of |oans
approved pursuant to ss. 1011.14 and 1011.15; paynent of costs
of conpliance with environnental statutes and regul ations; and
payrment of costs of |easing relocatable educationa

facilities; and paynents to private entities to offset the

cost of school buses pursuant to s. 1011.71(2)(i). The

additional notice shall be in the following form except that
if the district school board is proposing to levy the sane
mllage under s. 1011.71(2) which it levied in the prior year,
the words "continue to" shall be inserted before the word
"impose" in the first sentence, and except that the second
sentence of the second paragraph shall be deleted if the
district is advertising pursuant to paragraph (3)(e):

NOTI CE OF TAX FOR SCHOCL
CAPI TAL OUTLAY

The ... (nane of school district)... will soon consider
a neasure to inpose a ...(nunber)... mll property tax for the
capital outlay projects listed herein.

This tax is in addition to the school board's proposed
tax of ...(nunber)... mlls for operating expenses and is
proposed solely at the discretion of the school board. THE
PROPOSED COMBI NED SCHOOL BQOARD TAX | NCREASE FOR BOTH OPERATI NG
EXPENSES AND CAPI TAL QUTLAY IS SHOM I N THE ADJACENT NOTI CE

The capital outlay tax will generate approximtely
.(amount) ..., to be used for the foll owi ng projects:
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.(list of capital outlay projects)..

Al'l concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing
to be held on ...(date and tinme)... at ...(neeting place)...

A DECI SI ON on the proposed CAPI TAL OUTLAY TAXES will be
made at this hearing.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1212

The Committee Substitute places the authorization to expend
two mll funds for paynment of costs related to contracted
public school student transportation in both subsection (2)
and par agraph (5)(aL of s.1011.71, F.S. A school board would
be authorized to” make transportation related contract paynents
fromtwo ml| funds instead of fromoperating budget revenues.
The cal cul ati on _of the anobunt ellglble to be pai d woul d equa
not nore than 10 percent of the ate's bid price for new
buses tlnes t he nunber of buses in the private contract
provider's fleet.
The Committee Substitute al so anends the public notice
PFOVISIOH of s. 200. _5 (9% S. to include new genera
anguage to conformw th the use of funds for Baynent to
private entities to ffset the cost of school buses
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