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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1214

By Senator Constantine

22-162A- 04

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Wkiva R ver Basin;
creating s. 163.3247, F.S.; providing a short
title; providing legislative intent with
respect to protecting the Wkiva River Basin
and i nplenenting the findings and
recommendati ons of the Wekiva River Basin
Coordinating Comrittee; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 163.3247, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

163. 3247 Wekiva River Basin Parkway and Protection
Act. - -

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Weki va River Basin Parkway and Protection Act."

(2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -
(a) The Legislature recogni zes the Wkiva River and

its tributaries, along with the St. Johns River and associ ated

lands in central Florida, as one of the npbst val uabl e natura

assets of the state. The Wekiva River and its tributari es have

been designated an Qutstanding Florida Water, a National WIld

and Scenic River, a Florida WIld and Scenic R ver, and a

Fl orida Aguatic Preserve
(b) 1In 1988, the Legislature enacted the Wkiva River
Protection Act, codified in part |l of chapter 369, to protect

t he resources of the Wekiva R ver Basin. The Wkiva River

Protection Act delineates an area conprising portions of Lake,
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Orange, and Seni nole Counties as the Wkiva River Protection

Ar ea.
(c) The Wekiva River is a spring-fed system associ at ed

with 19 second- nagni tude and third-nmagnitude springs and

nunerous snaller springs. The Legislature recogni zes that a

spring is only as healthy as its groundwater recharge basin.

The groundwater that feeds springs is recharged by seepage

fromthe surface and through direct conduits, such as

si nkhol es. Because of this, the health of the spring systemis

directly influenced by activities and |land uses within the

spring recharge basin.

(d) Protection of groundwater that recharges the

springs connected to the Wekiva River is crucial to the

long-termviability of the Wekiva River ecosystem and the

region's water supply. The vol une of groundwater noving toward

di scharge to formthe Wkiva R ver spring system has

di mi ni shed over tine, given withdrawal s of water for

consunptive use and | oss of recharge due to | and devel opnent.

The Water Needs and Sources Assessnent indicates that the

Wekiva Basin is located in a Priority Water Resource Caution

Area, indicating that water supply problens are projected to

becone critical by 2010 and projected water use may result in

unacceptabl e i npacts to natural systens and groundwat er

quality, including a decline in the water table affecting

wet | and vegetation and reduced spring flows. The St. Johns

Wat er Managenent District projects a 20-percent reduction in

spring flows by the year 2020.

(e) Because the majority of the groundwater recharge

basin of the Wekiva R ver is |ocated outside the Wkiva River

Protection Area as delineated in part Il of chapter 369, no

special protection currently exists for critical groundwater
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1| recharge | ands. The Wekiva River Springs Protection Area shall

2| consist of the study area, as determ ned by the Wkiva R ver

3| Basin Coordinating Conmittee, which was created by Executive

4| Order Nunber 03-112.

5 (f) It is the intent of the Legislature to inplenent

6 | those findings and reconmmendati ons of the conmittee.

7 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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10 SENATE SUMVARY

11 Creates the "Wkiva River Basin Parkway and Protection
Act." Provides |legislative intent with' respect to
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