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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1226
Amendment No.  Barcode 040812

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

3/ AD 2R
04/ 28/ 2004 03:13 PM

Senat or Fasano noved the fol |l owi ng amendnent :

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 26, between lines 11 and 12,

i nsert:
Section 7. Section 430.2053, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

430. 2053 Agi hg resource centers. --

(1) The departnent, in consultation with the Agency

for Health Care Administration and the Departnent of Children

and Fam |y Services, shall develop pilot projects for aging

resource centers. By Cctober 31, 2004, the departnent. in

consultation with the agency and the Departnent of Children

and Fam |y Services, shall develop an inpl enentation plan for

agi ng resource centers and submt the plan to the Governor,

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The plan nust include qualifications for

designation as a center, the functions to be perforned by each

center, and a process for determning that a current area

agency on aging is ready to assune the functions of an agi ng
1
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resource center.

(2) Each area agency on aging shall develop, in

consultation with the existing community care for the elderly

| ead agencies within their planning and service areas, a

proposal that describes the process the area agency on _agi hg

intends to undertake to transition to an aging resource center

prior to July 1, 2005, and that describes the area agency's

conpliance with the requirenents of this section. The

proposal s must be subnmitted to the departnent prior to

Decenber 31, 2004. The departnent shall evaluate all proposals

for readiness and, prior to March 1, 2005, shall select three

area agenci es on _agi ng which neet the requirenents of this

section to begin the transition to agi ng resource centers.

Those area agenci es on _adi ng which are not sel ected to begin

the transition to aging resource centers shall, in

consultation with the departnent and the existing conmunity

care for the elderly |lead agencies within their planni ng and

service areas, anend their proposals as necessary and resubmt

themto the departnent prior to July 1, 2005. The depart nent

nay transition additional area agencies to adgi ng resource

centers as it determnes that area agencies are in conpliance

with the requirenents of this section
(3) The Auditor CGeneral and the Ofice of Program
Policy Analysis and Governnent Accountability (OPPAGA) shal

jointly review and assess the departnent's process for

determ ning an area agency's readiness to transition to an

agi ng resource center.

(a) The review nust, at a mni mum address the

appropri ateness of the departnent's criteria for sel ection of

an area agency to transition to an agi ng resource center, the

instruments applied, the degree to which the depart nent
2
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accurately determ ned each area agency's conpliance with the

readi ness criteria, the guality of the technical assistance

provided by the departnent to an area agency in correcting any

weaknesses identified in the readi ness assessnent, and the

degree to which each area agency overcane any identified

weaknesses.

(b) Reports of these reviews nust be submtted to the

appropriate substantive and appropriations commttees in the

Senate and the House of Representatives on March 1 and

Septenber 1 of each yvear until full transition to ading

resource centers has been acconplished statew de, except that

the first report nust be submtted by February 1, 2005, and

nust address all readi ness activities undertaken through

Decenber 31, 2004. The perspectives of all participants in

this review process nust be included in each report.

(4) The purposes of an agi ng resource center shall be:

(a) To provide Florida's elders and their famlies

with a locally focused, coordinated approach to integrating

information and referral for all available services for elders

with the eligibility determnation entities for state and

federally funded | ong-termcare services.

(b) To provide for easier access to |long-termcare

services by Florida's elders and their famlies by creating

nmul tiple access points to the long-termcare network that fl ow

through one established entity with wide community

recogni tion

(5) The duties of an aging resource center are to:

(a) Develop referral agreements with [ ocal community

service organi zations, such as senior centers, existing elder

service providers, volunteer associations, and other simlar

organi zations, to better assist clients who do not need or do
3
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not wish to enroll in prograns funded by the departnent or the

agency. The referral agreenents nmust also include a protocol

devel oped and approved by the departnent, which provides

specific actions that an aging resource center and | oca

communi ty service organi zations nust take when an el der or an

elder's representative seeking information on long-ternmcare

services contacts a local comunity service organi zation prior

to contacting the aqging resource center. The protocol shall be

designed to ensure that elders and their fanmlies are able to

access informati on and services in the nost efficient and

| east cunber sone nanner possi bl e.

(b) Provide an initial screening of all clients who

reqguest long-termcare services to determ ne whether the

person would be nost appropriately served through any

conbi nation of federally funded prograns, state-funded

prograns, locally funded or conmmunity vol unteer prograns, or

private funding for services.

(c) Determine eligibility for the prograns and

services listed in subsection (11) for persons residing within

the geographic area served by the aging resource center and

determne a priority ranking for services which is based upon

the potential recipient's frailty level and likelihood of

institutional placement w thout such services.

(d) Manage the availability of financial resources for

the prograns and services listed in subsection (11) for

persons residing within the geographic area served by the

agi ng resource center.

(e) Wen financial resources becone available, refer a

client to the nost appropriate entity to begin receiving

services. The aging resource center shall nake referrals to

| ead agencies for service provision that ensure that
4
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i ndi vidual s who are vul nerable adults in need of services

pursuant to s. 415.104(3)(b). or who are victins of abuse,

negl ect, or exploitation in need of i mediate services to

prevent further harmand are referred by the adult protective

services program_ are given prinmary consideration for

receiving comunity-care-for-the-elderly services in

conpliance with the requirenents of s. 430.205(5)(a) and that

other referrals for services are in conpliance with s.
430. 205(5) (b).

(f) Convene a work group to advise in the planning,

i npl enent ati on, and eval uation of the aging resource center

The work group shall be conprised of representatives of |oca

service providers, A zheiner's Association chapters, housing

authorities, social service organizations, advocacy groups,

representatives of clients receiving services through the

agi ng resource center, and any other persons or groups as

determ ned by the departnent. The aging resource center, in

consultation with the work group. nust devel op annual program

i nprovenent plans that shall be submtted to the departnent

for consideration. The departnent shall revi ew each annua

i nprovenent pl an and nake recommendati ons on how t o i npl enent

t he conponents of the plan.

(a) _Enhance the existing area agency on _adi ng in each

pl anni ng _and service area by integrating, either physically or

virtually, the staff and services of the area agency on agi ng

with the staff of the departnent's | ocal CARES Medicaid

nur si ng _hone preadm ssion screening unit and a sufficient

nunber of staff fromthe Departnent of Children and Famly

Services' Economic Self Sufficiency Unit necessary to

determne the financial eliqgibility for all persons age 60 and

older residing within the area served by the aging resource
5
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center that are seeking Mdicaid services, Supplenental

Security Incone, and food stanps.

(6) The departnent shall select the entities to becone

agi ng resource centers based on each entity's readi ness and

ability to performthe duties |listed in subsection (5) and the
entity's:
(a) Expertise in the needs of each target popul ation

the center proposes to serve and a thorough know edge of the

provi ders that serve these popul ations.

(b) Strong connections to service providers, volunteer

agenci es, and comunity institutions.

(c) Expertise in information and referral activities.

(d) Know edge of long-termcare resources, including

resources designed to provide services in the |east

restrictive settinag.

(e) Financial solvency and stability.

(f) Ability to collect, nonitor, and analyze data in a

tinmely and accurate manner, along with systens that neet the

departnent's standards.

(d) Commtnent to adequate staffing by qualified

personnel to effectively performall functions.

(h) Ability to neet all perfornmance standards

est abl i shed by the departnent.

(7) The aging resource center shall have a governi ng

body whi ch shall be the sane entity described in s. 20.41(7),

and an executive director who nay be the sane person as

described in s. 20.41(8). The governi hg body shall annually

eval uate the performance of the executive director

(8) The aging resource center may not be a provi der of

direct services other than information and referral services

and _screeni ng.
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(9) The aging resource center nust agree to allow the

departnent to review any financial information the departnment

determnes is necessary for nonitoring or reporting purposes,

i ncludi ng financial rel ationships.

(10) The duties and responsibilities of the community

care for the elderly |l ead agencies within each area served by

an _agi ng resource center shall be to:

(a) Devel op strong community partnerships to maximze

the use of comunity resources for the purpose of assisting

elders to remain in their community settings for as long as it

is safely possible.

(b) Conduct conprehensi ve assessnments of clients that

have been determ ned eligible and devel op a care plan

consistent with established protocols that ensures that the

uni gue needs of each client are net.

(11) The services to be adm ni stered through the aging

resource center shall include those funded by the follow ng

progr ans:
(a) Comunity care for the elderly.

(b) Honme care for the elderly.

(c) Contracted services.

(d) Al zheiner's disease initiative
(e) Aged and disabl ed adult Medicai d waiver.
(f) Assisted living for the frail elderly Mdicaid

wai ver .

(d) dder Anmericans Act.

(12) The departnent shall, prior to designation of an

agi ng resource center, develop by rule operational and quality

assurance standards and out cone neasures to ensure that

clients receiving services through all 1ong-termcare prograns

adm ni stered through an agi hg resource center _are receiving
7
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the appropriate care they require and that contractors and

subcontractors are adhering to the terns of their contracts

and are acting in the best interests of the clients they are

serving, consistent with the intent of the Legislature to

reduce the use of and cost of nursing home care. The

departnent shall by rule provide operating procedures for

agi ng resource centers, which shall include

(a) Mninmumstandards for financial operation

i ncl udi ng _audit procedures.

(b) Procedures for nonitoring and sanctioni ng of

servi ce providers.

(c) Mninumstandards for technology utilized by the

agi ng resource center.

(d) Mninmumstaff requirenents which shall ensure that

the aqging resource center enploys sufficient quality and

gquantity of staff to adequately neet the needs of the elders

residing within the area served by the agi ng resource center

(e) Mninmumaccessibility standards, including hours

of operation

(f) Mninum oversight standards for the governi ng body

of the aging resource center to ensure its continuous

invol venent _in, and accountability for, all nmatters related to

t he devel opnent, inplenentation, staffing, admnistration, and

operations of the aging resource center

(g) M ninmum education and experience requirenents for

executive directors and ot her executive staff positions of

agi ng resource centers.

(h) Mninumrequirenents regardi ng any executive staff

positions that the aqging resource center nust enploy and

mnimumrequirenents that a candi date nust neet in order to be

eligible for appointnment to such positions.
8
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(13) 1In an area in which the departnent has desi gnat ed

an_area agency on _adi ng as _an _adi ng resource center, the

departnent _and the agency shall not make paynents for the

services listed in subsection (11) and the Long-Term Care

Community Diversion Project for such persons who were not

screened and enrolled through the aging resource center

(14) Each aqging resource center shall enter into a

nenor andum of under standing with the departnment for

col |l aboration with the CARES unit staff. The nenorandum of

under st andi ng shall outline the staff person responsible for

each function and shall provide the staffing | evel s necessary

to carry out the functions of the agi ng resource center

(15) FEach aqging resource center shall enter into a

nenor andum of understanding with the Departnent of Children

and Fam ly Services for collaboration with the Econom c

Self-Sufficiency Unit staff. The nenorandum of under st andi ng

shall outline which staff persons are responsi ble for which

functions and shall provide the staffing | evel s necessary to

carry out the functions of the aging resource center

(16) 1f any of the state activities described in this

section are outsourced, either in part or in whole, the

contract executing the outsourcing shall nandate that the

contractor or its subcontractors shall. either physically or

virtually, execute the provisions of the nenorandum of

under st andi ng i nstead of the state entity whose function the

contractor or subcontractor now perforns.

(17) 1In order to be eligible to beqgin transitioning to

an _agi ng resource center, an area agency on agi hg board nust

ensure that the area agency on adging which it oversees neets

all of the mninmumrequirenents set by law and in rule.

(18) The departnent shall nonitor the three initia
9
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projects for aging resource centers and report on the progress

of those projects to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

June 30, 2005. The report nust include an eval uation of the

i npl enent ati on_pr ocess.

(19)(a) Once an aging resource center is operational

the departnent, in consultation with the agency, may devel op

capitation rates for any of the prograns adnini stered through

the adgi ng resource center. Capitation rates for prograns shal

be based on the historical cost experience of the state in

provi di ng those sane services to the popul ati on age 60 or

older residing within each area served by an agi ng resource

center. Each capitated rate may vary by geographic area as

determ ned by the departnent.

(b) The departnent and the agency nmay determ ne for

each area served by an aging resource center whether it is

appropriate, consistent with federal and state | aws and

regul ations, to develop and pay separate capitated rates for

each program adm ni stered through the aging resource center or

to devel op and pay capitated rates for service packages whi ch

i ncl ude nore than one program or_service adm ni stered through

the aging resource center.

(c) Once capitation rates have been devel oped and

certified as actuarially sound, the department and the agency

nay pay service providers the capitated rates for services

when appropri ate.

(d) The departnent, in consultation with the agency,

shall annually reevaluate and recertify the capitation rates,

adjusting forward to account for inflation, programmtic

changes.

(20) The departnent, in consultation with the agency,
10
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shall submt to the CGovernor, the President of the Senate, and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives, by Decenber 1,

2006, a report addressing the feasibility of administering the

foll owi ng services through agi ng resource centers beqi nni ng

July 1, 2007:
(a) Medicaid nursing hone services.
(b) Medicaid transportation services.
(c) Medicaid hospice care services.
(d) Medicaid internediate care services.
(e) Medicaid prescribed drug services.
(f) Medicaid assistive care services

(0) _Any other |ong-termcare program or

Medi cai d

servi ce.

(21) This section shall not be construed to allow an

agi ng resource center to restrict, nmanage or inpede the | oca

fund-raising activities of service providers.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

TI'TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

On page 2, line 20, after the first semcol on

i nsert:

creating s. 430.2053, F.S.; requiring pi

| ot

projects for aging resource centers; requiring

an inplementation plan; requiring that area

agenci es on aging subnit proposals for

transition to aging resource centers; requiring

a review of the departnent's process for
11
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det erm ni ng readi ness; specifying purposes and
duties of an aging resource center; requiring
integration of certain functions of other state
agenci es; specifying criteria for selection of
entities to become agi ng resource centers;
specifying the duties and responsibilities of
community-care-for-the-elderly providers in an
area served by an agi ng resource center

speci fying prograns admi ni stered by an agi ng
resource center; requiring rules; allowng

capi tated paynents; requiring reports;

12
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