Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 1368

By the Cormittee on Regul ated | ndustries; and Senator Saunders

315-2001- 04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to engineering; anending s.

3 471.007, F.S.; increasing the size of the Board

4 of Professional Engineers fromnine to el even

5 nmenbers; specifying the professions of the

6 engi neers added to the board; anendi ng s.

7 471.013, F.S.; directing the board to deemthat

8 an applicant for the professional engineering

9 exam nati on has passed the fundanental s

10 exam nati on under specified conditions;

11 anending s. 471.031, F.S.; providing an

12 exenption froma prohibition against unlicensed

13 persons using the title "engineer"; providing

14 limtations on such exenption; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Section 471.007, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 471.007 Board of Professional Engineers.--There is
22 | created in the departnent the Board of Professional Engineers.
23 | The board shall consist of el even nine nenbers, nine seven of
24 | whom shall be |icensed engineers and two of whom shall be
25| l aypersons who are not and have never been engi neers or
26 | menbers of any closely rel ated profession or occupation. O
27 | the nmenbers who are |icensed engineers, three shall be civil
28 | engi neers, one shall be a structural engi neer,one shall be
29 | either an electrical or electronic engineer, one shall be a
30 | nechani cal engi neer, one shall be an industrial engineer, one
31| shall be an engineering educator, and one shall be from any
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1| discipline of engineering other than civil engineering.

2 | Menbers shall be appointed by the Governor for terns of 4

3| years each.

4 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 471.013, Florida
5| Statutes, is anended to read:

6 471.013 Exaninations; prerequisites.--

7 (1)(a) A person shall be entitled to take an

8 | exami nation for the purpose of deternining whether she or he
9]is qualified to practice in this state as an engineer if the
10 | person is of good noral character and:

11 1. Is a graduate of f+om an approved engi neering

12 | curriculumof 4 years or nore in a school, college, or

13 | university which has been approved by the board and has a

14 | record of 4 years of active engineering experience of a

15 | character indicating conpetence to be in responsible charge of
16 | engi neeri ng;

17 2. |Is a graduate of an approved engi neering technol ogy
18 | curriculumof 4 years or nore in a school, college, or

19 | university within the State University System having been
20| enroll ed or having graduated before pr+et—te July 1, 1979, and
21| has a record of 4 years of active engineering experience of a
22 | character indicating conpetence to be in responsible charge of
23 | engi neering; or
24 3. Has, in lieu of the stueh education and experience
25| requirenents, 10 years or nore of active engineering work of a
26 | character indicating that the applicant is conpetent to be
27 | placed in responsible charge of engineering. However, this
28 | subpar agraph does not apply unless the sueh person notifies
29 | the departnent before July 1, 1984, that she or he was engaged
30| in such work on July 1, 1981
31
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The board shall adopt rules providing for the review and
approval of schools or colleges and the courses of study in
engi neering in these sueh schools and col |l eges. The rules
shal | be based on the educational requirenents for engi neering
as defined in s. 471.005. The board may adopt rul es providing
for the acceptance of the approval and accreditation of
school s and courses of study by a nationally accepted
accreditation organi zati on.

(b) A person shall be entitled to take the
fundanental s examination for the purpose of deternining
whet her she or he is qualified to practice in this state as an
engineer intern if she or he is in the final year of, or is a
graduate of, an approved engineering curriculumin a school
coll ege, or university approved by the board.

(c) A person is shat- not be entitled to take the
principles and practice exanination until that person has
successfully conpleted the fundanental s exani nation
(d) The board shall deemthat an applicant who seeks

|icensure by exam nati on has passed the fundanental s

exam nation if the applicant has received a doctorate degree

in engineering froman institution that has an undergraduate

engi neering programthat is accredited by the Engi neering

Accreditati on Comm ssion of the Accreditation Board for

Engi neers and Technol ogy, Inc., and has taught engineering

full-tine for at |east 3 years, at the baccal aureate | evel or

hi gher, after receiving the doctorate degree.

(e) td)y Every applicant who is qualified to take the
fundanental s examination or the principles and practice
exam nation shall be allowed to take either exam nation three
f+ve tinmes, notw thstanding the nunber of tines either
exam nati on has been previously failed. |If an applicant fails
3
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ei ther exami nation three five tines, the board shall require
the applicant to conplete additional college-level education
cour ses in—the—areas—of—deferency—as—determned—by—the
bearti-as a condition of future eligibility to take that

examni nati on.

Section 3. Section 471.031, Florida Statutes, as
anmended by section 3 of chapter 2003-425, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

471.031 Prohibitions; penalties.--

(1) A person nay not:

(a) Practice engineering unless the person is |licensed
or exenpt fromlicensure under this chapter

(b)1. Except as provided in subparagraph 2. or
subparagraph 3., use the nane or title "professional engineer"

or any other title, designation, words, letters,

abbrevi ations, or device tending to indicate that such person
hol ds an active |icense as an engi neer when the person is not
I icensed under this chapter, including, but not limted to,
the following titles: "agricultural engineer,"

"air-conditioning engineer," "architectural engineer,"

"bui |l di ng engi neer," "chenical engineer," "civil engineer,"

"control systens engineer," "electrical engineer,"

"environnental engineer," "fire protection engineer,"

"industrial engineer," "manufacturing engineer," "nmechanica

engi neer," "netallurgical engineer," "mning engineer,"

"m neral s engineer," "nmarine engineer," "nucl ear engineer,"

"petrol eum engi neer," "plunbing engineer," "structura

engi neer," "transportation engineer," "software engi neer,"
"conput er hardware engi neer," or "systens engineer."

2. Any person who is exenpt fromlicensure under s.
471.003(2)(j) may use the title or personnel classification of
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"engi neer" in the scope of his or her work under that
exenption if the title does not include or connote the term

"professional engineer," "registered engineer," "licensed

engi neer," "regi stered professional engineer," or "licensed
pr of essi onal engi neer."

3. Any person who is exenpt fromlicensure under s.

471.003(2)(c) or (e) may use the title or personne

classification of "engineer" in the scope of his or her work

under that exenption if the title does not include or connote

the term "professional engineer," "registered engineer,"

|icensed engi neer," "registered professional engineer," or

| i censed professional engineer" and if that person is a

graduat e of an approved engi neering curriculumof 4 years or

nore in a school, college, or university which has been

approved by the board.

(c) Present as his or her own the |icense of another

(d) Gve false or forged evidence to the board or a
nmenber thereof.

(e) Use or attenpt to use a license that has been
suspended, revoked, or placed on inactive or delinquent
st at us.

(f) Enploy nonexenpt unlicensed persons to practice
engi neeri ng.

(g) Conceal information relative to violations of this
chapter.

(2) Any person who violates any provision of this
section commits a nisdeneanor of the first degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1368

3

4 | The comm ttee substitute increases the nunber of nenbers on
the Board of Professional Engineers fromnine to eleven. The

5] two. new nenbers are required to be a |licensed structura

5 engi neer and a licensed industrial engineer
It anends the prerequisites for |icensure as a professional

7 | engi neer to provide that an aPpllcant who seeks licensure wll
be"deened to have passed the fundanental s exam nation if the

8 | applicant has recelved a doctorate degree in_engineering from
an institution that has an _undergraduate eng!neerlng program

9| that is accredited by the Engineéring Accreditation Comm ssion
of the Accreditation” Board for Engi neers and Technol ogy, |nc.

10 | and has taught engineering full-tine for at |east 3 Kears, at
t he baccal aureate™| evel of higher, after receiving the

11 | doctorate degree.

12 | It decreases the nunber of tinmes a professional engineer
aﬂpllcant may fail the fundanental s exam nation fromfive to

13 | three.

14 | For a professional engineer apPIicant_mho fails the
fundamental examnation three tines, it _elimnates the

15| requirenent that the aﬂpllcant take additional college. |evel
education courses in the areas of deficiency as detefnined by

16 | t he board.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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