F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1377 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child support; anending s. 409. 2558,

3 F.S.; requiring the Departnent of Revenue to use

4 reasonabl e efforts to |l ocate persons to whom coll ections

5 or refunds are owed, including disclosing information on

6 the Internet; anmending s. 717.118, F.S.; authorizing the

7 Department of Financial Services to publish notification

8 of undistributed support collections; requiring the

9 departnment to refer inquiries regarding undistributed
10 support collections to the Departnent of Revenue;
11 providing an effective date.
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
16| 409.2558, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
17 409. 2558 Support distribution and di sbursenent. --
18 (2) UNDI STRI BUTABLE CCOLLECTI ONS. - -
19 (a) The departnment shall establish by rule the nethod for
20| determning a collection or refund to a noncustodi al parent to
21| be undistributable to the final intended recipient. This nethod
22| nust provide for reasonable efforts to | ocate and notify persons
23| to whomcollections or refunds are owed, including the
24| disclosure of nanmes and other information on the Internet.
25 Section 2. Subsection (5) is added to section 717.118,
26| Florida Statutes, to read:
27 717.118 Notice and publication of lists of unclained
28| property. --
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29 (1) It is specifically recognized that the state has an

30| obligation to make an effort to notify owners of uncl ai ned

31| property in a cost-effective manner. In order to provide all the
32| citizens of this state an effective and efficient program for

33| the recovery of unclained property, the departnment shall use

34| cost-effective nmeans to nake at | east one active attenpt to

35| notify owners of the existence of unclained property held by the
36| departnent. Such active attenpt to | ocate apparent owners shal
37| include any attenpt by the departnent to directly contact the
38| owner. Oher neans of notification, such as publication of the
39| nanes of owners in the newspaper, on television, on the

40| Internet, or through other pronotional efforts and itens in

41| which the departnent does not directly attenpt to contact the
42| owner are expressly declared to be passive attenpts. Nothing in
43| this subsection precludes other agencies or entities of state
44| governnent fromnotifying owers of the existence of unclai ned
45| property or attenpting to | ocate apparent owners of uncl ai ned
46| property.

47 (2) The followi ng notification requirenments shall apply:
48 (a) Notifications that are published or televised may

49| consist of the nanes of apparent owners of unclai med property,
50| and information regardi ng recovery of unclai ned property from
51| the departnent. Such notification may be televised or published
52| in the county in which the |last known address of the apparent

53| owner is located or, if the address is unknown, in the county in
54| which the holder has its principal place of business. Published
55| notifications nay be in accordance with s. 50.011.

56 (b) Notification provided directly to individual apparent

57| owners shall consist of a description of the property and
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58| information regarding recovery of unclainmed property fromthe

59| departnent.

60 (3) The departnment may publish in the notice any itens of
61| nore than $100.
62 (4) This section is not applicable to suns payabl e on

63| traveler's checks, noney orders, and other witten instrunments
64| presuned uncl ai ned under s. 717.104.

65 (5) The departnment nmy publish notification of

66| undistributed support collections in the sane nanner as

67| wunclainmed property. The departnent shall refer all inquiries

68| concerning undistributed support collections to the Departnent

69| of Revenue for resol ution under s. 409. 2558.
70 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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