F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1401 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to Broward County; anendi ng chapter 75-
3 350, Laws of Florida, as anended by chapters 76-336 and
4 77-507, Laws of Florida; revising provisions relating to
5 t he governing of nunicipal elections in Broward County;
6 speci fying the dates on whi ch munici pal candi dates shal
7 file qualification papers and pay certain fees with
8 respect to certain elections; revising provisions relating
9 to the dates on which nunicipal primary and genera
10 el ections shall be held; authorizing nmunicipalities to
11 extend or reduce terns of office for certain purposes;
12 aut hori zi ng the governi ng body of each nunicipality to
13 change the date of its municipal elections by ordinance,
14 subj ect to approval by referendum requiring the
15 supervi sor of elections to provide to each municipality a
16 schedul e of fees and charges for all municipal election
17 services for the follow ng cal endar year by a tine
18 certain; providing an effective date.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Chapter 75-350, Laws of Florida, as anended by
23| chapters 76-336 and 77-507, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:
24 Section 1. It is the intent of this act to provide for
25| uniformfiling and el ection dates for all nunicipal elections in
26| Broward County. It is not the intent of this act to determ ne
27| the length of terns of nunicipal offices.
28 Section 2. For any nunicipal elections held in Broward
29| County in March of a cal endar year, candi dates for any—runi-cipal
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30| office in such el ections Breward—GCounty shall file such papers

31| and pay such fees as may be required by law with the applicable

32| nunicipal ey clerk no earlier than noon on the first work day
33| in January nor |ater than noon on the 14th day foll ow ng the
34| first work day in January of the cal endar year in which the

35| election is to be held. For any nunicipal elections held in

36| Broward County in Novenber of a cal endar year, candi dates for

37| office in such elections shall file such papers and pay such

38| fees as may be required by law with the applicabl e nunici pal

39| clerk no earlier than noon on the first work day in Septenber

40| nor later than noon on the 14th day following the first work day

41| 1in Septenber of the cal endar year in which the electionis to be
42| hel d.
43 Section 3. Any prinmary election relating to a nunici pal

44| office held in a nunicipality in Broward County shall be held on
45| the second 2nrd Tuesday in ef February of a cal endar year or the

46| first Tuesday of Cctober of any even- nunbered cal endar year and

47| all general elections relating to a nmunicipal office held in a
48| municipality in Broward County shall be held on the second

49| Tuesday in March of a the calendar year or the first Tuesday in

50| Novenber of any even nunbered cal endar year

51 Section 4. Any nunicipality whose charter or ordi nances

52| provided for a primary election to determ ne a slate of

53| candidates for a nunicipal office and which charter or ordinance
54| provision was in effect prior to the effective date of Chapter
55| 75-350, Laws of Florida, may, upon adopting or reenacting an

56| ordinance authorizing prinmary el ections approved by a majority
57| vote of those qualified electors of the nunicipality voting in a

58| referendum el ection, conduct such a primary election to
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59| deternmine a slate of candidates for election to mnunicipa

60| office.

61 Section 5. In any primary election held in any race for
62| municipal offices in Broward County the manner and net hod by

63| which a slate of candidates is to be determ ned shall be as

64| provided by the Charter or Code of O dinances of the

65| nunicipality conducting the primary el ection as provi ded herein.
66| In any general election in races for nunicipal offices in

67| Broward County, the candi date or candi dates, dependi ng upon the
68| nunber to be el ected, receiving the highest nunber of votes in
69| the election shall be the wi nner. Such duly el ected nunici pal
70| officers shall take office within fourteen (14) days after the
71| general election with the specific day to be decided by | ocal
72| ordinance.

73 Section 6. In order to inplenent any change in the nonth

74| in which elections will be held, Broward County nunicipalities

75| may either extend or reduce terns of office of existing el ected
76| officials for a period of up to eight (8) nonths. lnaitially—any
77 cinal offi I f off] . I

78 | . | I hall W | . . I
79 f the follow | | | chall . . 5

30 Ty | . E i _ ol cinal

81 73 I  off . . | neludi |
82| 14n-any——calendar—year—shall -stand for re-electionin-Mrchof
83| that—calendar—year—

84 Section 7. The governing body of each nmunicipality in

85| Broward County may, at its discretion, anend its Charter to

86| change the date of its nmunicipal elections in accordance with

87| this act by ordinance, subject to approval by referendum
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88| provided, however, that any change in election date will not be

89| effective until at |east eighteen (18) nonths after the approval

90| of the ordinance by the nunicipality’ s governing body. Fhe

91 . : . hall | | he fi | .
92| for—each officeto be held under the provisionsof the act—

93| Thereafter—the termsof all—municipal—offices shall -correspond
94| to-the dates provided pursuantto-this act—

95 Section 8 Al nunicipal elections shall be canvassed by

96| the county canvassing board with said board certifying the
97| results to each city clerk wwthin five (5) days after the
98| election.

99 Section 9. The Broward Supervisor of Elections shal

100| provide to each Broward County nunicipality by the first work

101 day in April of the cal endar year a schedul e of fees and charges

102| for nunicipal election services for the foll ow ng cal endar year.

103 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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