F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

ENROLLED
HB 1449, Engrossed 1 2004 Legislature

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the DeSoto County Hospital District;
codi fying special laws relating to DeSoto County Hospit al
District pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes;
providing |legislative intent; codifying, repealing,
anendi ng, and reenacting chapters 65-1450, 69-1011, 71-
605, 73-443, 78-498, 82-288, and 89-493, Laws of Florida;
providing district status and boundaries; providing for
applicability of chapter 189, Florida Statutes, and other
general laws; providing a district charter; providing an
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes,

this act constitutes the codification of all special acts
relating to the DeSoto County Hospital District. It is the

intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a

singl e, conprehensive special act charter for the district,

including all current |legislative authority granted to the

district by its several |egislative enactnents.

Section 2. Chapters 65-1450, 69-1011, 71-605, 73-443, 78-
498, 82-288, and 89-493, Laws of Florida, relating to the DeSoto
County Hospital District, are codified, reenacted, anended, and

repeal ed as provided in this act.
Section 3. The charter for the DeSoto County Hospita
District is re-created and reenacted to read:
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Section 1. Creation; boundaries.--An i ndependent speci al

district is created and incorporated to be known as the "DeSoto
County Hospital District," which district shall enbrace and
include all of DeSot o County.

Section 2. Governing board.--The governi ng body of the
DeSot 0 County Hospital District shall be known as the "District

Hospi tal Board of DeSoto County" and shall consist of five

nmenbers who are not nenbers of the nedical profession. All

nmenbers shall be qualified electors and freeholders residing in

DeSoto County for nore than 1 year prior to appoi ntnment.

Menbers of the district board are appointed by the Governor for

terns of 4 years each, ending on July 1. The Governor shall have

the power to renpve any nenber of the district board for cause

and shall fill any vacancies that nay occur therein for the

remai nder of the termin which the vacancy occurred. The nenbers

of the district board shall receive no salary but each shall be

paid the sum of $120 per year as expense noney; however, no

nmenber shall be entitled to expense noney unl ess he or she has

attended 75 percent of the regular neetings held by the board

during any year. Each nenber shall give bond to the Governor for

the faithful performance of his or her duties in the sumof at

| east $5,000 with a surety conpany qualified to do business in

this state as surety, which bond shall be approved and kept by
the Clerk of the Circuit Court of DeSoto County. Should the

secretary and treasurer be other than a nmenber of the district

board, he or she shall give a |like bond of at |east $5,000 for

the faithful performance of his or her duties. Prem uns on bonds

shal |l be paid as part of the expenses of the district.
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Section 3. Powers.--
(1) The District Board of DeSoto County Hospital District

shall have all the powers of a body corporate, including the

power to sue and be sued under the nane of the DeSoto County

Hospital District; to contract and be contracted with; to adopt

and use a common seal and to alter sane at pleasure; to acquire,

purchase, hold, |ease, nortgage, and convey such real and

personal property as the board nay deem proper or expedient to

carry out the purposes of this act; to appoint and enpl oy a

superi ntendent and such other agents and enpl oyees as the board

may deem advi sable and to fix a conpensation of all enpl oyees

and to renove any appoi ntees or enployees; to insure the

i nprovenents, fixtures, and equi pnent against |oss by fire,

W ndstorm or other coverage in such anpunts as nay be

det erm ned reasonabl e and proper; and to borrow noney and issue

evi dence of indebtedness of the district therefor to carry out

the provisions of this act in the manner hereinafter provided.
(2) The DeSoto County Hospital District is authorized and
enpowered to finance by any comrercially reasonabl e neans,

i ncludi ng the i ssuance of industrial devel opnent or revenue

bonds, the construction of additional nedical facilities, the

purchase of nedical-care-rel ated equi pnent, and such ot her

cl asses of property in furtherance of the district's purposes.

Section 4. Oficers; neetings; records. --There shall be a

chair of the district board el ected annually. The district board

may el ect one of its nenbers to serve as secretary and treasurer

or it may appoint sone person not a nenber of the district board

to serve in that capacity. In the absence of the chair or his or
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her inability to act at any reqular neeting, warrants nay be

signed by any other nmenber of the district board selected by the

nmenbers present as chair pro tem Three nenbers shall constitute

a quorum and a vote of at |east two nenbers shall be necessary

to the transaction of any business of the district. A reqgular

nmeeting of the board shall be held annually. Additional neetings

may be called by a mpjority of the board upon advance notice as
provi ded by section 189.417, Florida Statutes. The nenbers shal

cause true and accurate mnutes and records to be kept of al

busi ness transacted by them and shall keep full, true, and

conpl ete books of account and m nutes, which m nutes, records,

and books of account shall at all reasonable tines be open and

subject to inspection; and any person desiring to do so nay nmake

or procure copies of the m nutes, records, or books of account,

or such portions thereof as he or she may desire; however, such

records shall not include personnel and nedi cal records of a

private and confidential nature. The district board shall be

enpowered to destroy any of its records, together with any of

the records of the hospitals owed and operated by the district

board, if the records are photographed or mcrofilned prior to

their destruction.

Section 5. Hospital facilities.--The district board is

aut hori zed to establish, construct, | ease, operate, and nmintain

any hospital or related nedical care facility as, inits

opi nion, shall be necessary for the use of the people of the

district. Said hospital or nedical care facility shall be

establ i shed, constructed, |eased, operated, and nmaintained for

the preservation of the public health, for the public good, and
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for the use of the public of the district. The nmi ntenance of

any hospital or related nedical care facility within the

district is hereby found and declared to be a public purpose and

necessary for the preservation of the public health, the public

use, and the welfare of the district and i nhabitants thereof.

The | ocation of any hospital or related nedical care facility

shal | be determ ned by the district board. The district board is

aut hori zed to accept any and all gifts, | oans, or advancenents

for the purchase of property, real or personal, for the

construction, equipping, and nai ntenance of any hospital or

related nedical care facility established or acquired by the

district board.

Section 6. Nur ses' school .--The district board is

authorized at any tinme in its discretion to establish and

mai ntain in connection with any hospital, and as a part thereof,

a training school for nurses and, upon conpletion of a

prescri bed course of training, shall give a diplona to nurses

who have satisfactorily conpleted the course. The district board

is authorized to set up all rules and reqgul ati ons necessary for

t he operation of a nurses' training school and to nake al

necessary expenditures in connection therewth.

Section 7. Em nent donmin.--The district board shall have

t he power of eni nent donmain and may t hereby condenn and acquire

any real or personal property within the territorial limts of

the district which the district board nay deem necessary for the

use of the district. Such power of condemati on shall be

exercised in the sane manner as is now provided by general |aw
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for the exercise of power of em nent domain by cities and towns

of the state.

Section 8. | ndebt edness; short term --The district board

may | ncur short-termindebtedness on behalf of the district.

Such i ndebt edness shall be in an anbunt determ ned by the

district board to be the nbst advantageous to the district at

the tinme of incurring such indebtedness and at a rate of

interest pursuant to section 215.84, Florida Statutes.

Section 9. Certificates of indebtedness.--The district

board is authorized to issue certificates of this hospital

district in such formand denom nati on, and bearing such rates

of interest, for the purpose of raising funds to establish,

mai ntai n, operate, and construct any hospital or rel ated nedical

care facility as the district board determ nes to be necessary

for the hospital district.

(1) Any certificates issued by the district board shall

(a) Bear rates of interest not to exceed 5 1/2 percent per

annum

(b) Becone due not nore than 30 years fromthe date of

i ssuance. Certificates may be nade redeemabl e upon such ternms

and conditions as the district board may in its judgnent deem

appropri at e.

(c) Be in an aggregate ampbunt not to exceed $750, 000.

(2) The principal and interest on the certificates herein

aut hori zed shall, up to $50,000 annually, be payable from

racetrack funds accruing annually to DeSoto County and

specifically allocated to the hospital district pursuant to
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chapter 550, Florida Statutes, and chapter 65-1105, Laws of
Fl ori da.

(3) The certificates so i ssued shall be and are hereby

constituted as legal investnents for any state, county,

nmuni ci pal , or other public funds, for any bank, savi ngs bank,

trustee, executor, adm nistrator, guardian, or any trust of

fiduciary funds what soever.

Section 10. Checks and warrants.--The funds of the

district shall be paid out only upon warrants signed by the

chair or chair pro temof the district board and having thereto

affixed the corporate seal of the district, which nay be an

i npression thereon or a facsinmle thereof; and no warrant shal

be drawn or issued against funds of the district except for a

pur pose authorized by this act. No such warrant agai nst funds of

the district shall be drawn or issued until after the account or

expenditure for which the sane is to be given in paynent has

been ordered and approved by the district board at a neeting in

which a quorumis present. The chair of the board is authorized

to sign checks and warrants of the district by the facsinle

si gnature nmachi nes for said purpose, provided that the checks

and warrants are countersigned by the treasurer for the

district.

Section 11. Expenses.--The district board is authorized to

pay fromthe funds of the district all expenses of the

organi zation of the district board and all expenses necessarily

incurred with the fornation of the district and all other

reasonabl e and necessary expenses, including the fees and

expenses of an attorney in the transaction of the business of
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the district, and in carrying out and acconplishing the purposes

of this act. This section, however, shall not be construed to

limt or destroy any of the powers vested in the district board

by any other section or provision of this act.

Section 12. Contracts; grants; donations. --Subject to such

provisions and restrictions as may be set forth in the

resol uti on authori zing or securing any bonds issued under the

provisions of this act, the district board shall have power to

enter into contracts with the Gvernnent of the United States or

any agency or instrunentality thereof or with the state or any

county, nmunicipality, district, authority, or political

subdi vi sion thereof or any private corporation, partnership,

associ ation, or individual providing for or relating to the

construction or acquisition of additions, extensions, and

i nprovenents to the hospital or related nedical care facility

and any other matters rel evant thereto or otherw se necessary to

effect the purposes of this act, and to receive and accept from

any federal agency, state agency, or other public body grants or

|l oans for or in aid of said purposes, and to receive and accept

aid or contributions or |oans fromany ot her source of either

noney, property, l|labor, or other thing of value, to be held,

used, and applied only for the purpose for which such grants,

contributions, or |oans nay be nade.

Section 13. Financial reports.--At | east once each year

the district board shall publish once in sone newspaper

published in the district a conplete detail ed annual statenment

of all noneys received and disbursed by the board since the

creation of the district as to the first published statenent and
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since the | ast published statenent as to any ot her year. The

statenent shall also show the several sources from which the

funds were recei ved and shall show t he bal ance on hand at the

tine of the published statenent. It shall show a conplete

statenent of the financial condition of the district.

Section 14. Adm ssion to facilities.--The hospital or

related nedical facilities established under this act shall be

for the use and benefit of the residents of this district,

subject to the rules, regul ations, and charges prescribed by the

district board which are in effect as of the date of adm ssion

of a patient or patients to such a hospital or rel ated nedica

facility. Medical care and treatnent for the indigent in the

district shall be and renain the prinary responsibility of

DeSot o County, any authorization herein contained for treatnent

of indigents to the contrary notw thstanding, the district board

of this district being granted the authority to refuse such

adm ssion of indigents when found by such district board not to

be financially practicable with due regard to the general

financial condition of the district. The district board is

enpowered to enter into and fulfill agreenments with the Board of

County Comm ssioners of DeSoto County for the adm ssion and

treatnent of indigents upon such terns, costs, and charges as

may be nutual ly agreed upon. The district board shall be

aut hori zed to accept noneys fromany wel fare funds provided for

DeSot o County or noneys available to the indigent patients from

a federal, state, or county agency or noneys avail able to DeSoto

County from sai d governnental agencies for welfare and hospital

purposes, for the paynent of costs of treatnent and care of
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i ndigent residents of the district as shall be admtted. The

district board may collect frompatients financially able such

charges as the district board may fromtine to tine establish.

The district board may extend the privileges and use of the

hospital or clinic to nonresidents of the district who shall pay

the rates established by the district board upon such terns and

conditions as the district board nay provi de. However, residents

of the district wherein the hospital or clinic is |ocated shal

have first claimto adm ssion. The district board shall further

have the power to furnish and extend the benefits of the

hospital and clinic services and treatnent to the honmes of

i ndi gent residents of the district. Each rmunicipal corporation

situated within the district and the | aw enforcenent agenci es of
DeSoto County shall be liable to the district board for the

occupancy, care, nedicine, and treatnent of prisoners in the

cust ody of the nunicipal corporation or for county officers who

are admtted to any hospital operated by the district board.

Section 15. Regul ati on of physicians, staff nenbers, and

practitioners. --Realizing that factors other than professional

must enter into the qualifications of those who practice

nmedi ci ne and surgery, the district board is authorized to set up

rules, requlations, and byl aws for the operation of the hospital

and hospital staff. The district board is authorized to grant or

revoke |icenses and privil eges of staff nenbers for practice in

and about any hospital or other nedical care facility maintai ned

under this act, so that the welfare and health of patients and

the best interests of the facility nay at all tinmes be best

served. Privileges of staff nenbership and appointnments thereto
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may be aut horized or granted by the district board. The district

board is further authorized to set up rules and regul ations for

the control of all professional and nonprofessional enpl oyees of

any hospital or other nedical care facility, which terns shal

i ncl ude nurses on general duty or on private duty attendi ng

patients, and all parties in the facility as enpl oyees in any

manner in attendance of patients.

Section 16. Insurance; board liability.--The district

board may secure and keep in force in anounts it nay deterni ne,

in conpanies duly authorized to do business in Florida,

liability insurance covering vehicles, prem ses, and

mal practice. In consideration of the premiumat which each

policy shall be witten, it shall be a part of the policy

contract between the district board and the i nsurer that the

conpany shall not be entitled to the benefit of the defense of

governnmental inmmunity for the insured by reason of exercising a

governnental function on any suit brought against the insured.

Section 17. Construction.--The provisions of this act

shall be liberally construed for acconplishing the work

aut hori zed and provided for or intended to be and provi ded for

by this act and, where strict construction would result in the

defeat of the acconplishnent of any part of the work authorized

by this act and a |liberal construction would permt or assist in

the acconplishnent thereof, the |iberal construction of this act

shall be chosen. This act shall not be deened to repeal or

supersede any other | aws, but shall be supplenental authority to

carry out the purposes of this act.
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Section 18. Enpl oyee and pensi on benefits.--The DeSot o

County Hospital District is authorized and enpowered to create

an enpl oyees' pension fund so as to provide for |ife and/or

disability and/or nedical insurance for all or any of its

enpl oyees or officers on a group insurance, or other acceptable

pl an, approved by the District Board of the DeSoto County

Hospital District and to establish and create by resol ution an

enpl oyees' pension, hospitalization, and health plan, annuity,

and/or retirenent plan for any and all groups of officers and

enpl oyees enpl oyed by the DeSoto County Hospital District and

qualifying for such plan, and to pay all or such portion of the

cost of any such enpl oyees' pension, hospitalization, and health

pl an, annuity, and/or retirenent plan fromthe funds avail abl e

to the district fromits authorized sources, with the enpl oyees

defrayi ng the bal ance thereof, if any, as said district board by

resolution nay determne for any and all groups of officers and

enpl oyees enpl oyed by the DeSoto County Hospital District.
Section 4. Chapters 65-1450, 69-1011, 71-605, 73-443, 78-
498, 82-288, and 89-493, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw
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