F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1453 2004
CS
CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Conmittee on Local Governnent & Veterans' Affairs recomends
2| the follow ng:

3

4 Conmittee Substitute

5 Renove the entire bill and insert:

6 A bill to be entitled

7 An act relating to the North Sunter County Hospital

8 District; providing a popular nane; providing district

9 pur pose; providing district boundaries; providing for a
10 board of trustees as the governing body of the district;
11 prescri bing the powers and duties of the board; providing
12 for conpensation and neetings of the board; authorizing
13 the board to levy and collect an annual ad val oremtax
14 upon taxable property within the district; providing for a
15 ref erendum providing for purpose of the tax; providing
16 for a nmethod for such Ievy; providing for an annual
17 report; providing for financial disclosure; providing for
18 liens and foreclosure of liens; providing for
19 severability; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Establishnent of district; boundaries.--
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24 (1) This act may be referred to by the popul ar name the
25| "North Sunter County Hospital District Act.”
26 (2) There is created and established as an i ndependent
27| special taxing district of the state a hospital district in
28| Sunter County to be known as the "North Sunter County Hospital
29| District," which shall conprise and include the territory within
30| Sunter County described as foll ows:
31
32 BEG N AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 1, TOMSH P
33 18 SOUTH, RANGE 23 EAST, AND RUN SOUTH ALONG THE
34 EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF RANGE 18 EAST (SAI D BOUNDARY
35 BEI NG THE EAST LI NE OF SAID SUMIER COUNTY) TO THE
36 CENTERLI NE OF STATE ROAD NO. 44; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG
37 THE CENTERLI NE OF STATE ROAD NO. 44 TOITS
38 | NTERSECTI ON W TH THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD G 44A,
39 THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY
40 ROAD G 44A TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON W TH THE CENTERLI NE OF
41 COUNTY ROAD G 139; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE CENTERLI NE
42 OF COUNTY ROAD G 139 TO ITS I NTERSECTI ON W TH THE
43 CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD C-466A; THENCE NORTH ALONG
44 THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD G 462 AND | TS NORTHERLY
45 EXTENSI ON TO THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD G 121,
46 THENCE NORTH ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 121
47 TO THE NORTH LI NE OF THE FAI RMAYS AT ROLLI NG HILLS,
48 PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 88, PUBLI C RECORDS OF SUMIER COUNTY,
49 FLORI DA, EXTENDED WESTERLY; THENCE EAST ALONG SAI D
50 NORTH LI NE AND I TS WESTERLY AND EXI STI NG EXTENSI ON TO
51 THE EAST LINE OF SECTION 28, TOMSH P 18 SOUTH, RANGE
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52 23 EAST; THENCE NORTH ALONG SAI D EAST LINE TO THE
53 WATERS OF LAKE M ONA; THENCE WESTERLY AND NORTHERLY
54 ALONG THE WATERS OF LAKE M ONA TO I TS | NTERSECTI ON
55 W TH THE EASTERLY EXTENSI ON OF THE NORTHERLY LI NE OF
56 RAVENSWOOD SUBDI VI SI ON ( UNRECORDED) LYI NG I N THE
57 SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE SOQUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTI ON 20,
58 TOMSHI P 18 SOUTH, RANGE 23 EAST; THENCE WEST ALONG
59 SAI D NORTH LI NE AND | TS EXTENSI ON TO THE CENTERLI NE OF
60 COUNTY ROAD 117; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF
61 COUNTY ROAD 117 TO THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 114;
62 THENCE WEST ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 114 TO
63 THE CENTERLINE OF U.S. H GHWAY 301; THENCE WEST ALONG
64 THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 222 TO THE CENTERLI NE OF
65 COUNTY ROAD 223; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF
66 COUNTY ROAD 223 TO THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 466;
67 THENCE WEST ALONG THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 466 TO
68 THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 227; THENCE NORTH ALONG
69 THE CENTERLI NE OF COUNTY ROAD 227 TO THE SOUTH LI NE OF
70 SECTION 2, TOMNSHI P 18 SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST; THENCE
71 WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LI NE OF SAI D SECTI ON 2 AND THE
72 SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 3, TOMSH P 18 SOUTH, RANGE 22
73 EAST TO THE WEST LINE OF THE EAST 330. 10 FEET OF SAI D
74 SECTI ON 3; THENCE NORTH ALONG SAI D WEST LINE TO THE
75 NORTH LI NE OF TOMNSHI P 18 SOUTH SAI D NORTH LI NE BEI NG
76 THE NORTHERLY BOUNDARY OF SUMIER COUNTY; THENCE EAST
77 ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF TOWNSHI P 18 SOUTH AND
78 ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SUMIER COUNTY TO THE PO NT
79 OF BEGQ NNI NG
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80 Section 2. Purpose of the district.--The purpose of the

81| North Sunter County Hospital District as a governmental entity

82| is to ensure continued hospital services for the residents of
83| the North Sumer County Hospital District, referred to in this
84| act as the "district."

85 Section 3. Menbershi p and organi zati on of the governing
86| board of the district.--

87 (1) GENERAL.--

88 (a) The North Sunter County Hospital District shall be

89| governed by a board of trustees conposed of five persons

90| appointed by the Governor. The termof office of each trustee

91| shall be 6 years and a trustee nay serve nore than one term The

92| initial terns shall be neasured fromthe date this act becones

93| law. The trustees nust reside in Sumer County. Each trustee

94| shall serve until his or her successor is appointed and

95| qualified. Any nenber of the board of trustees nay be renpved by

96| the CGovernor at any tine for cause, in which event such vacancy

97| or vacancies thereby occurring shall be filled by appoi nt nent by

98| the Governor. Vacant trustee seats created for reasons other

99| than by renoval shall be filled through appointnent by the

100| CGovernor; appointees shall serve until expiration of the term

101| for which they are appointed.

102 (b) The nmenbers of the board of trustees shall serve

103| w thout pay. Each nenber shall give a bond to the Board of

104| County Conmm ssioners of Sunter County for the use and benefit of
105( the North Sunter County Hospital District for the faithfu
106| performance of his or her duties in the sumof $1,000 with a

107| surety conpany qualified to do business in this state as surety,
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108 which bond shall be approved and accepted by the Cerk of the

109| Circuit Court of Sunter County. The prem uns on such bond shal

110 be paid by the district as part of the expenses of the district.

111 (c) Three of the trustees shall constitute a quorum and a

112 vote of a nmjority of the trustees in attendance at a neeting is

113| necessary for the transaction of any business of the district.

114| The board of trustees may select fromanong its nmenbership a

115 chair, vice chair, secretary, and treasurer. The board of

116| trustees shall cause true and accurate m nutes and records to be

117 kept of all business transacted by the board and shall keep

118 full, true, and conpl ete books of account and m nutes, which

119| m nutes and books shall be open and subject to inspection at al

120| reasonable tines during normal business hours. Any person

121| desiring to do so nay obtain a copy of the m nutes and books of

122| accounts or such portions thereof as he or she nay desire upon

123| paynent of the costs of reproduction.
124 (2) ANNUAL MEETI NG --The annual neeting shall be held

125 during the nonth of January of each year at such tinme and pl ace

126 within the district as is determ ned by the board of trustees.

127| The schedul e and notice of this annual neeting shall be
128| published as provided in section 189.417, Florida Statutes. The
129| agenda at the annual neeting of the board of trustees shal

130| include, but is not limted to:
131 (a) Call to order
132 (b) Presentation and approval of mnutes of the | ast

133 annual neeting and of any special neeting held since that

134| neeting.
135 (c) Financial report.
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136 (d) Presentation of the annual report of the board of

137 trust ees.

138 (e) Transaction of any business that nay properly be
139| brought before the board.

140 (f) Election of officers of the board of trustees.

141 (3) SPECI AL MEETI NGS. - - Speci al neetings of the board of

142| trustees may be called at any tinme by the chair or upon the

143 witten request of four nenbers of the board of trustees. The

144 notice for any special neeting of the board of trustees shall be
145| published as provided in section 189.417, Florida Statutes.

146 Section 4. Powers, functions, and duties. --
147 (1) EM NENT DOMAIN. --The North Sunter County Hospital

148 District, through its board of trustees, has the power of

149 em nent donai n.
150 (2) GENERAL POVNERS. -- The Board of Trustees of the North
151 Sunter County Hospital District has all the powers of a body

152| corporate, including the power to sue and be sued under the name
153 of the North Sumer County Hospital District; to contract and be

154| contracted with; to adopt and use a conmon seal; and to acquire,

155 purchase, hold, |ease, and convey such real and personal

156| property as the board of trustees deens proper or expedient to

157| carry out the purposes of this act.
158 (3) AD VALOREM TAXATI ON. -- The Board of Trustees of the
159| North Sunter County Hospital District may | evy an ad val oremt ax

160| in the district of upto 1 mlIl on the dollar of the value of

161| all nonexenpt property within that area of Sumer County which

162| conprises the North Sunmter County Hospital District, provided,

163 however, that the hospital district shall have no authority to
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164| levy such ad valoremtax unless such authority has been approved

165| in areferendumby a najority vote of the electors residing

166 within the district voting on the question. Such referendum
167 shall be held not later than Decenber 31, 2006, and conducted
168| wupon a resolution adopted by the board of trustees and in

169| accordance with applicable Florida Statutes. Such tax shall be
170 paid into the district fund.

171 (4) TAX PROCEEDS TO NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR HEALTH
172| CARE PURPCSES. --All future tax proceeds generated fromw thin
173| the North Sunter County Hospital District, |ess one-half of the

174 anmpunt reserved annually by the board to pay for the nmintenance

175| and services for the board, shall be paid by the Board of
176 Trustees to the Villages Tri-County Medical Center, Inc., and

177| the Vill ages Regi onal Hospital Foundation, Inc., in such

178| proportional distribution as the board, in its sole discretion,

179| deens appropriate, upon the witten request by the Villages Tri -
180 County Medical Center, Inc., and the Vill ages Regi onal Hospital

181| Foundation, Inc., respectively, that the funds are needed for

182| heal thcare purposes, provided, however, that the Villages Tri -

183| County Medical Center, Inc., shall receive not |less than 80

184| percent of such funds so distributed.

185 (5) ANNUAL FI NANCI AL REPORT.--The Villages Tri - County

186 Medical Center, Inc., and the Vill ages Regi onal Hospital

187| Foundation, Inc., shall file annual audited financial statenents
188 with the North Sunter County Hospital District.

189 (6) COLLECTION OF TAXES. --It is the duty of the Property
190| Appraiser of Sunter County to assess, and the Tax Coll ector of

191| Sunter County to collect, the up to 1 mll tax levied by the
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192| Board of Trustees of the North Sumer County Hospital District

193| wupon the taxable property in the district. The tax coll ector

194| shall collect such tax as |evied by the board of trustees in the

195| sane manner as other taxes are collected and shall pay the sane
196 over to the Board of Trustees of the North Sumter County

197| Hospital District within the tine and in the manner prescri bed

198| by law for the paynent of taxes to the county depository. It is

199 the duty of the Departnment of Revenue to assess all such

200| property in accordance with section 193.085, Florida Statutes.

201| The anmpunt of each county or state tax and the taxes for the

202| district shall be assessed by the officer respectively as are

203| county taxes upon such property, and such tax shall be remtted
204| by the collecting officer to the Board of Trustees of the North
205| Sunter County Hospital District. Al such taxes shall be held by
206| the Board of Trustees of the North Sumter County Hospital

207| District and paid out by said board for purposes of this act.
208 (7) EXPENSES. - - The Board of Trustees of the North Sunter
209| County Hospital District may pay fromthe funds of the district

210| all expenses of the organi zation of such board of trustees and

211| all expenses necessarily incurred in the devel opnent of the

212 district, as well as all other reasonabl e and necessary

213| expenses, including the fees and expenses of a certified public

214| accountant and an attorney as needed in the transaction of the

215| business of the district in carrying out and acconplishing the

216| purposes of this act. The board shall include in its annual

217| budget a reserve in an anount deened necessary by the board for

218| its yearly expenses.
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219 (8) FINANCI AL DI SCLOSURE, NOTI CE, AND REPORTI NG

220| REQUI REMENTS. -- At | east once every year, the Board of Trustees
221| of the North Sunter County Hospital District shall make and file
222 with the Cerk of the Grcuit Court of Sunter County a conpl ete
223| financial statenent of all noneys received and distributed by

224| the board since the devel opnent of the district as to the first

225| statenent so filed, and since the |ast statenent so filed as to

226| any other year. Such statenents shall al so show the several

227 sources fromwhich the funds were received and shall show t he

228| bal ance on hand at the tine of the naking of such statenent. The

229| statenent shall show the conplete statenent of the financial

230| condition of the district. Notice of the statenent shall be
231| filed with the Clerk of the GCrcuit Court of Sunter County and
232| published in a newspaper regularly published in Sunter County,

233| and the statenent shall be nade avail able at all reasonabl e

234| tines for inspection and copying. The Board of Trustees of the
235 North Sumter County Hospital District shall conply with al

236| financial disclosure and reporting requirenents provided in

237| general |aw.
238 (9) PREPARATI ON OF BUDCET. - -The Board of Trustees of the
239 North Sunter County Hospital District shall prepare an annual

240| bal anced budget in accordance with generally accepted accounting

241| practices and in the nmanner prescribed by section 189.418,
242| Florida Statutes.
243 (10) LIENS AND FORECLOSURES. - -Liens and forecl osure of

2441 liens resulting fromfailure to pay ad val oremtaxati on shall be

245| treated as liens and foreclosures resulting fromother ad

246| val oremt axes.
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247 Section 5. Anmendnents to the charter.--This act may only

248| be anended by action of the Legislature.
249 Section 6. Construction of act.--It is intended that the

250| provisions of this act be liberally construed for acconpli shing

251| the purposes authorized and provided for by this act.

252 Section 7. Conprehensive planni ng. -- Except as may

253| otherwi se be required by general |aw, conprehensive planning is

2541 not required by this act.

255 Section 8. |If any provision of this act or its application

256| to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity

257| shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act

258| which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

259| application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

260| decl ared sever abl e.

261 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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