F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1579 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to John M MKay Schol arships for Students
3 with Disabilities Program anending s. 1002.39, F. S ;

4 excl udi ng hospitalized or honebound students from

5 participating in the program excluding certain students

6 in Departnent of Juvenile Justice conmtment prograns from
7 participation; providing requirenents for transfer of the

8 anount of the McKay Schol arship for students who exit a

9 Department of Juvenile Justice comrtnent program and
10 choose to participate in the schol arship program
11 provi ding an effective date.
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (e) of
16| subsection (6) of section 1002.39, Florida Statutes, are anmended
17| to read:
18 1002. 39 The John M MKay Schol arships for Students with
19| Disabilities Program--There is established a programthat is
20| separate and distinct fromthe OCpportunity Schol arship Program
21| and is named the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
22| Disabilities Program pursuant to this section.
23 (1) THE JOHN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI PS FOR STUDENTS W TH
24| DI SABI LI TI ES PROGRAM - - The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
25| Students with Disabilities Programis established to provide the
26| option to attend a public school other than the one to which
27| assigned, or to provide a scholarship to a private school of
28| choice, for students with disabilities for whom an i ndi vi dual
29| education plan has been witten in accordance with rules of the
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30| State Board of Education. For the purposes of this section,

31| students with disabilities include K- 12 students who are

32| mental ly handi capped, speech and | anguage inpaired, deaf or hard
33| of hearing, visually inpaired, dual sensory inpaired, physically
34| inpaired, enotionally handi capped, specific |earning disabled,
35| heospitalized—or—honebound- or autistic.

36 (2) SCHOLARSHI P ELIABILITY.--The parent of a public

37| school student with a disability who is dissatisfied with the

38| student's progress may request and receive fromthe state a John
391 M MKay Scholarship for the child to enroll in and attend a

40| private school in accordance with this section if:

41 (a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al

42| assignnent, the student has spent the prior school year in

43| attendance at a Florida public school. Prior school year in

44| attendance neans that the student was enrolled and reported by a
45| school district for funding during the precedi ng Oct ober and

46| February Florida Education Fi nance Program surveys in

47| kindergarten through grade 12.

48 (b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion of

49| the student to a private school that is eligible for the program
50 wunder subsection (4) and has notified the school district of the
51| request for a scholarship at |east 60 days prior to the date of
52| the first schol arship paynent. The parental notification nust be
53| through a comunication directly to the district or through the
54| Departnent of Education to the district in a manner that creates
55| a witten or electronic record of the notification and the date
56| of receipt of the notification.

57
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58| Fhis—secti-on—does—not—apply—to A student who is enrolled in a

59| school operating for the purpose of providi ng educati onal
60| services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice conm tnent

61| prograns shall not receive a McKay Schol arship during the period

62| of tine that he or she is enrolled in such school. For purposes

63| of continuity of educational choice, the schol arship shal

64| remain in force until the student returns to a public school or
65| graduates from high school. However, at any tine, the student's
66| parent nmay renove the student fromthe private school and place
67| the student in another private school that is eligible for the
68| program under subsection (4) or in a public school as provided
69| in subsection (3).

70 (6) SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

71 (e) Following notification on July 1, Septenber 1,

72| Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of program participants,
73| the Departnent of Education shall transfer, from General Revenue
74| funds only, the anmount cal cul ated under paragraph (b) fromthe
75| school district's total funding entitlenment under the Florida
76| Educati on Finance Program and from aut hori zed cat egori cal

77| accounts to a separate account for the schol arship program for
78| quarterly disbursenent to the parents of participating students.

79| For a student exiting a Departnent of Juvenile Justice

80| commitnent program who chooses to participate in the scholarship

81| program the anpbunt of the McKay Schol arshi p cal cul ated pursuant

82| to paragraph (b) shall be transferred fromthe school district

83| in which the student | ast attended a public school prior to

84| commtnent to the Department of Juvenile Justice. Wien a student

85| enters the scholarship program the Departnent of Education nust

86| receive all docunentation required for the student's
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87| participation, including the private school's and student's fee
88| schedules, at |east 30 days before the first quarterly
89| schol arship paynent is nade for the student. The Departnent of
90| Education may not make any retroactive paynents.

91 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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