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1

2 An act relating to primary and conprehensive

3 stroke centers; providing | egislative intent

4 relating to prinmary and conprehensive stroke

5 centers; providing definitions; directing the

6 Agency for Health Care Adninistration to create

7 a list of primary and conprehensive stroke

8 centers; directing the agency to adopt rules

9 establishing criteria for primary and

10 conprehensi ve stroke centers; requiring the

11 Department of Health to distribute the list to

12 certain persons and entities; prohibiting a

13 person from advertising that a facility is a

14 state-listed stroke center unless the facility

15 neets the established criteria; directing the

16 departnment to develop a stroke triage

17 assessnment tool; requiring licensed emergency

18 nmedi cal services providers to use the stroke

19 triage assessnment tool; requiring |licensed
20 enmergency nedi cal services providers to devel op
21 and use certain specified protocols; providing
22 an effective date.
23
24 WHEREAS, stroke is the third leading killer in the
25| United States and in Florida, and
26 WHEREAS, stroke is also a |eading cause of serious
27| long-termdisability in this state, and
28 WHEREAS, 165, 000 people die fromstroke in the United
29| States every year, including 10,000 persons in this state, and
30 WHEREAS, 60 percent of death from strokes occurs in
31| woren, and
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WHEREAS, approximately 4.5 nmillion survivors of a
stroke are alive today, and as many as 25 percent are
per manent |y di sabl ed, and

WHEREAS, nearly 30 percent of all people who suffer a
stroke are younger than 65 years of age, and

VWHEREAS, it is estimated that strokes cost the United
States nearly $50 billion a year in total costs, with direct
costs estimated at $28 billion, and

WHEREAS, as the popul ation ages, death and disability
fromstroke will increase dramatically if this state does not
i mpl ement strategies that will inprove the survival of victins
of stroke in all conmmunities across this state, and

WHEREAS, energency nedical services may currently be
transporting stroke victins to hospitals that do not have
speci ali zed prograns to provide tinely and effective treatnent

for stroke victins, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Leqgislative intent.--

(1) The Legislature finds that rapid identification,

di agnosi s, and treatnent of stroke can save the |lives of

stroke victins and in sone _cases can reverse inpairnents such

as paralysis, leaving stroke victinse with few or no

neurol ogical deficits.

(2) The Leqgislature further finds that a strong system

to support stroke survival is needed in our conmmunities in

order to treat stroke victinse in a tinely manner _and to

i nprove the overall treatnment of stroke victins. Therefore,

the Legislature intends to pronpte the devel opnent of an

energency treatnment systemin this state which will provide
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that stroke victins may be quickly identified and transported

to and treated in facilities that have specialized proqrans

for providing tinely and effective treatnent for stroke

victins.

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the

term

(1) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.

(2) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care

Admi ni stration.

Section 3. State-listed prinmary stroke centers and

conpr ehensive stroke centers; notification of hospitals.--

(1) The agency shall make available on its website and

to the departnent a list of the nane and address of each

hospital that neets the criteria for a prinmary stroke center

and the nanme _and address of each hospital that neets the

criteria for a conprehensive stroke center. The |ist of

primary and conprehensive stroke centers shall include only

those hospitals that attest in an affidavit submtted to the

agency that the hospital neets the nanmed criteria, or those

hospitals that attest in an affidavit submitted to the agency

that the hospital is certified as a primary or a conprehensive

stroke center by the Joint Conm ssion on Accreditation of

Heal t hcare Organi zati ons.

(2)(a) 1f a hospital no |onger chooses to neet the

criteria for a primary or conprehensive stroke center, the

hospital shall notify the agency and the agency shal

imedi ately renove the hospital fromthe |ist.

(b)1. This subsection does not apply if the hospita

is unable to provide stroke treatnent services for a period of

tine not to exceed 2 nonths. The hospital shall imediately

notify all local energency nedical services providers when the
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tenporary unavailability of stroke treatnent services begins

and when the services resune.

2. If stroke treatnent services are unavail able for

more than 2 nonths, the agency shall renpve the hospital from

the list of prinmary or conprehensive stroke centers until the

hospital notifies the agency that stroke treatnent services

have been resuned.

(3) The agency shall notify all hospitals in this

state by February 15, 2005, that the agency is conpiling a

list of primary stroke centers and conprehensive stroke

centers in this state. The notice shall include an expl anation

of the criteria necessary for designation as a primary stroke

center and the criteria necessary for designation as a

conpr ehensi ve stroke center. The notice shall also advise

hospitals of the process by which a hospital night be added to

the list of primary or conprehensive stroke centers.

(4) The agency shall adopt by rule criteria for a

primary stroke center which are substantially simlar to the

certification standards for primary stroke centers of the

Joint Conmi ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zations.

(5) The agency shall adopt by rule criteria for a

conpr ehensive stroke center. However, if the Joint Conmi SSion

on Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons establishes

criteria for a conprehensive stroke center, the agency shal

establish criteria for a conprehensive stroke center which are

substantially simlar to those criteria established by the

Joint Conmi ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zations.

(B6) This act is not a nedical practice guideline and

nmay not be used to restrict the authority of a hospital to

provi de services for which it has received a |license under

chapter 395, Florida Statutes. The Legislature intends that
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all patients be treated individually based on each patient's

needs and circunstances.

Section 4. Advertising restrictions.--A person nmay not

advertise to the public, by way of any nedi um what soever, that

a hospital is a state-listed primary or conprehensive stroke

center unless the hospital has provided notice to the agency

as required by this act.

Section 5. Energency nedical services providers:

triage and transportation of stroke victins to a stroke

center. --

(1) By June 1 of each year, the departnent shall send

the list of prinmary stroke centers and conprehensive stroke

centers to the medical director of each |licensed energency

nedi cal _services provider in this state.

(2) The departnent shall develop a sanple

stroke-triage assessnent tool. The departnent nust post this

sanpl e assessnent tool on its website and provide a copy of

the assessnent tool to each |icensed energency nedica

services provider no |later than June 1, 2005. Each licensed

energency nedical services provider nust use a stroke-triage

assessnent _tool that is substantially sinilar to the sanple

stroke-triage assessnent tool provided by the departnent.

(3) The nedical director of each |licensed energency

nedi cal _services provider shall devel op _and i npl enent

assessnent, treatnment, and transport-destination protocols for

stroke patients with the intent to assess, treat, and

transport stroke patients to the npst appropriate hospital

(4) Each energency nedical services provider |icensed

under chapter 401, Florida Statutes, nust conply with al

sections of this act by July 1, 2005.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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