SB 1592 First Engrossed

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education assessnent

3 i nstruments; anmending s. 1008.23, F.S.

4 authorizing a student's parent and the

5 acconpanyi ng student to review the questions

6 and the student's answers to those questions on
7 the criterion-referenced portion of the Florida
8 Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test; providing

9 restrictions on the review, requiring the

10 Department of Education to honor the requests
11 within a certain tine period; requiring that

12 district school boards notify eligible parents;
13 requiring the State Board of Education to adopt
14 rul es; authorizing reasonable attorney's fees
15 and costs under certain circunstances; anending
16 s. 1008.22, F.S.; delaying the date by which

17 t he Commi ssi oner of Education must approve the
18 use of specified standardi zed tests as an

19 alternative to the grade 10 Florida

20 Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test (FCAT); all ow ng
21 passage of the alternative tests to satisfy the
22 assessnment requirenent for students graduating
23 from high school in the 2003-2004 school year
24 subject to certain conditions; anmending s.

25 1003.433, F.S.; allow ng passage of alternate
26 assessnents in lieu of the grade 10 FCAT for

27 certain transfer students subject to certain

28 condi tions beginning in the 2004-2005 schoo

29 year; repealing s. 1008.301, F.S., relating to
30 concordance studies by the State Board of

31
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Education; providing for applicability;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1008.23, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.23 Confidentiality of assessnent
instrunments.--All exam nation and assessnent instrunents,
i ncl udi ng devel opnental materials and workpapers directly
rel ated thereto, which are prepared, prescribed, or
admi ni stered pursuant to ss. 1003.43, 1008.22, and 1008. 25
shall be confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s.
119.07(1) and froms. 1001.52. Provisions governing access,
mai nt enance, and destruction of such instruments and rel ated
mat eri al s shall be prescribed by rules of the State Board of

Educati on. However, a student's parent, acconpanied by the

student, may review, at the student's school at which the

student was enroll ed when the student was admi ni stered the

Fl ori da Conprehensi ve Assessnent Test, the guestions on _each

section of the criterion-referenced portion of the Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test as well as the student's answers

to those questions, under the follow ng conditions:

(1) The student nust have failed to earn a passing

score on the grade 10 Florida Conprehensive Assessnent Test or

failed to score at Level 2 or higher on the Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test in reading for grade 3.

(2) No recording or copying of the assessnent nay be

nmade.

(3) A school administrator, as defined in s.

1012.01(3)(c)., or a representative of the Departnent of
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Educati on nust be present at all tines when the assessnent is

revi ewed.

(4) The student or student's parent nmmy not review the

assessnent _nore than one tine.

(5) No other individual is authorized to attend the

revi ew.

(6) The assessnment was not adninistered to the student

nmore than 2 vears before the review

(7) The student or student's parent nmmy not renove the

assessnent _fromthe review ng | ocation.

(8) The student, the student's parent, or the schoo

adm nistrator _nmay not take any notes during the revi ew

(9) The parent reguests the review subsequent to the

determ nation of the student's score and within 14 days

follow ng the determ nation of the student's score.

The Departnent of Education shall ensure that the assessnment

questions and the student's answers are provided for the

requested review within 30 days following the conplete scoring

of the assessnent upon proper request by the parent. The

district school boards shall notify eligible parents of the

review option and the procedures for the review. The State

Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant to ss.

120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister this section. |If the

review request is not nmet in accordance with this section, the

parent is entitled to reasonable attorney's fees and costs

incurred by the parent in obtaining conpliance with this

section.
Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
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1008.22 Student assessnent program for public
school s. - -
(9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -
(a) The Comnm ssioner of Education shall determne—the

shalt approve the use of the SAT and ACT sueh tests as
alternative alternate assessnents to the grade 10 FCAT for the
2003- 2004 20606220683 school year. Students who attain scores on
the SAT or ACT which that equate to the passing scores on the
grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation en—sany—-ef
the—appreved—alternative—assessrents shall satisfy the
assessnment requirenent for a standard hi gh school diplonma as

provided in s. 1003.43(5)(a) for the 2003-2004 266220863

school year graduating class if the students neet the
requirement in paragraph (b). Prer—tetheapptHeatieonof
. . . I :
aHterpativetests—
(b) A student nust take the grade 10 FCAT for a tota

of three tinmes without earning a passing score in order to use

the scores on the alternative assessnents in paragraph (a).

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 1003.433, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.433 Learning opportunities for out-of-state and
out-of -country transfer students and students needi ng
additional instruction to neet high school graduation

requi renents. - -
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1 (1) Students who enter a Florida public school at the
2| eleventh or twelfth grade fromout of state or froma foreign
3| country shall not be required to spend additional tine in a

4| Florida public school in order to neet the high school course
5| requirenments if the student has net all requirenments of the

6| school district, state, or country fromwhich he or she is

7| transferring. Such students who are not proficient in English
8| should receive i Mmediate and intensive instruction in English
9| | anguage acqui sition. However, to receive a standard high

10| school diploma, a transfer student nust.

11 (a) Earn a 2.0 grade point average, and

12 (b) Pass the grade 10 FCAT required in s. 1008.22(3) .
13| if the student is an eleventh grade student; or

14 (c) Beginning in the 2004-2005 school year, attain

15| scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing scores on
16| the grade 10 FCAT, if the student is a twelfth grade student
17| an—atternate—assessrent—as—deseribed—in—s—100822(9).

18 Section 4. Section 1008.301, Florida Statutes, as

19| created by section 2 of chapter 2003-80, Laws of Florida, is
20| repeal ed.

21 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
22| law, except that section 1 of this act shall take effect July
23| 1, 2004, and shall apply to each Florida Conprehensive

24| Assessnment Test admi nistered after July 1, 2004.
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