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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1629
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve Antone offered the foll ow ng:

Amrendnent (with title amendnent)
Bet ween |ines 3623 and 3624, insert:
Section 42. (1) The Legislature finds that many of our

state's hospitals are incurring mllions of dollars in costs for

treating uni nsured persons.
(2)(a) The Florida Uninsured Health Care Task Force is

establ i shed for the purpose of investigating howto reduce the

cost of treating uninsured persons.

(b) The task force shall be conprised of one

representative each from

1. The Florida Medical Association, appointed by the board

of governors of the association.

2. The Florida Dental Association, appointed by the board

of trustees of the associ ati on.
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3. The Florida Coll ege of Emergency Physicians, appoi nted

by the board of directors of the coll ege.

4. The Florida Acadeny of Fam |y Practitioners, appointed

by the governing authority of the acadeny.

5. The Central Florida Partnership on Health Disparities,

appoi nted by the governing authority of the partnership.

6. The Departnment of Health, appointed by Secretary of
Heal t h.
7. The Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, appointed by

the Secretary of Health Care Adnmi nistration.
8. The Florida Associ ation of Community Health Centers,
appoi nted by the board of directors of the association.

9. The Florida Chanber of Commerce, appoi nted by the board

of directors of the chanber.

10. The Florida Hospital Association, appointed by the

board of trustees of the associ ati on.

11. The Teaching Hospitals Council, appointed by the

governing authority of the council

12. A public hospital nore than 25 percent of the health

care services of which are provided to persons who are subjects

of charity, appointed by the governing authority of the

hospital. The hospital shall be designated by the board of

trustees of the Florida Hospital Association.
(c)1. The task force shall

a. Study the gaps in access to health care between the

uni nsured and those with healt h insurance.
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b. Identify inexpensive insurance packages for the

uni nsured that are advertised on television, radio, printed

medi a, and the | nternet.

c. Study who the uninsured are anong the working poor,

smal | business owners, Medicaid recipients, mgrant workers,

illegal immgrants, and underinsured persons who spend nore than

10 percent of their annual incone on health care.

d. Study how providers serve the uninsured, including, but

not limted to, how and where the uninsured receive health care

and why they receive health care fromcertain pl aces.

e. Research avail able federal funding that m ght provide

assi stance, including, but not limted to, the comunity health

clinics grant.

f. ldentify funding alternatives which provide the

greatest access to federal natching noney.

g. Develop a cost-effective nodel for treating the

uni nsured and reducing costs in hospitals and other facilities

or groups in this state that provide health care services to the

uni nsur ed.

2. The task force shall devel op innovative solutions for

treating the uni nsured, reducing the caseloads in the energency

roons of our hospitals, and streanmlining the resources,

treatnment centers, community health centers, county health

clinics, and other health care facilities that treat uni nsured

per sons.
(3) The task force shall select a chair and shall neet at

the call of the chair but at | east once each nonth. Menbership

on the task force shall be voluntary and a vacancy shall be
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filled in the sane manner as the original appointnent. Menbers

shal |l serve wi thout conpensation
(4) The Departnent of Health and the Agency for Health

Care Adm nistration shall jointly provide staff to assist the

task force in fulfilling its responsibilities.

(5) The task force shall devel op sol uti ons, nake

recomendati ons, and report to the President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives at the begi nning of

t he 2005 Requl ar Session. The task force shall cease to exi st
May 6, 2005.

z=============== T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Renove line 279, and insert:

availability of such information; providing a |legislative

finding;, creating the Florida Uninsured Health Care Task Force;

provi ding for nenbership; providing purposes and duti es;

providing for staffing the task force; requiring a report;

providing for termnation; repealing s. 408.02,
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