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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1660

By Senator Fasano

11-1150- 04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records and neetings;
creating an exenption from public-records
requirenents for certain docunents produced by
certified stroke treatnent centers; exenpting
portions of neetings or proceedi ngs at which
records or reports concerning specific patients
are di scussed from public-neeting requirenents;
providing for future legislative review and
repeal ; providing findings of public necessity;
providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Patient care records; public-records

exenption for stroke treatnent centers. --

(1) Patient care records, transportation and treatnment

records or reports, and quality assurance proceedi ngs,

records, or reports concerning patient care which are obtained

or made by a certified stroke treatnent center are

confidential and exenpt from section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of the State
Constitution. Quality assurance concerning patient care, for

t he purpose of this section, includes any review during which

speci fic persons, cases, and incidents relevant to the

perfornmance of quality control are considered and system

eval uati ons.

(2) Quality assurance proceedi ngs, records, or reports

concerning patient care which are obtained or nade by a

certified stroke treatnent center are not subject to discovery
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or introduction into evidence in any civil or administrative

action.
(3) Al information that is confidential by operation

of law and is obtained by a stroke treatnment center retains

its confidential status and is exenpt fromsection 119.07(1),
Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of the State
Constitution.

(4) Portions of neetings or proceedi ngs during which

specific patient records, transportation and treatnent records

or reports, or quality assurance records concerni ng patient

care are discussed are exenpt from section 286.011, Florida
Statutes, and Section 24(b), Article | of the State
Consti tuti on.

Section 2. This act is subject to the OQpen Gover nnent

Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119.15
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2009,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 3. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that any information concerning a patient of a

stroke treatnent center be held confidential and exenpt from

public disclosure in order to protect the patient's sensitive

personal, financial, and nedical information. The Legislature

further finds that it is a public necessity that informtion

pertaining to the operation of quality assurance prograns in

stroke treatnent centers be confidential and exenpt from

public-records requirenents and that certain portions of

neetings of quality assurance comittees be closed to the

public. The Legislature finds that these prograns are

effective in reducing risks to patients and i nprove quality

when staff nenbers of stroke treatnent centers have frank and
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1| open internal communication regardi ng potential resident risks
2| and quality assurance problens and that public access to these
3| di scussi ons or agency records of these discussions would
4 |1 inhibit this frank and open internal conmmunication
5 Section 4. This act shall take effect on the sane date
6| that SB or simlar legislation takes effect, if such
7] legislation is adopted in the sane |egislative session or an
8 | extensi on thereof and becones | aw.
9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY
12 Creates an exenption from public-records requirenents for
docunents produced by certified stroke treatnment centers.
13 xenpts certain neetlnPs at which patient records are
di scussed fromthe pub |c-neet|ng requi renments. Provides
14 for future Ieglslatlve review and repeal of the
exenptions_ under the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act of
15 1995. Provides findings of public necessity. (See bil
for details.)
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