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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to protection of nanatees;

3 anending s. 370.12, F.S.; requiring that

4 neasur abl e bi ol ogi cal goal s for manatee

5 recovery adopted under the Florida Endangered

6 and Threatened Species Act be used by the Fish

7 and Wldlife Conservation Conmi ssion when

8 eval uating existing and proposed

9 nmanat ee- protection rules; directing that

10 exi sting manatee-protection rul es be presuned

11 adequat e and additional rules unnecessary in a

12 regi on where the neasurabl e biol ogical goals

13 are being achieved; providing that the

14 presunption does not prevent the conmi ssion

15 from addressi ng nanatee i ssues within that

16 region; defining the term"region" for purposes

17 of the act; providing an effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Paragraph (u) is added to subsection (2) of
22 | section 370.12, Florida Statutes, ro read:
23 370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--
24 (2) PROTECTI ON OF MANATEES OR SEA COW&. - -
25 (u)1. The neasurabl e biological goals for nanatee
26 | recovery adopted under s. 372.072(6) shall be used by the
27 | conmi ssi on when eval uating exi sting and proposed nanat ee
28 | protection rules. Existing nmanatee protection rules shall be
29 | presuned to be adequate and additional rules unnecessary in a
30 | regi on where the neasurabl e biol ogical goals are being
31| achi eved. However, the presunption does not prevent the
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1| comission from addressi ng uni que i ssues concerni ng nmanat ees
2| within a region.
3 2. As used in this paragraph, the term"regi on" neans
4 | one of the four geographic areas defined by the United States
5| Fish and Wildlife Service in the Florida Manatee Recovery
6| Plan, 3rd revision (Cctober 30, 2001).
7 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
8| I aw
9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY
12 Provi des that neasurabl e biol ogical goals for nanatee
recovery adopted under the Florida Endangered and
13 Thr eat ened Speci es. Act nust be used by the Fish and.
dl i fe Conservation Comi ssion when evaluatln? exi sting
14 and Proposed manat ee- protection rules. Directs fhat
exi sting nanatee;Protectlon rules are presuned to be
15 adequat € and additional rules unnecessary in a region
where the neasurabl e biol ogical goals are bei ng achi eved.
16 Provi des that the presunption doés not prevent the
comm ssi on from addressi hg uni que nmanatee issues within
17 t hat region.
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