Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1714
By Senator Cow n

20- 1232A-04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to vessel licenses; anending s.
3 372.09, F.S.; providing that revenues fromthe
4 sal e of freshwater vessel |icenses be deposited
5 into the State Gane Trust Fund; anending s.
6 372.57, F.S.; creating a Freshwater Vesse
7 Li cense Pilot Programw thin the Fish and
8 Wl dlife Conservation Conm ssion; establishing
9 nonmandatory |icense fees and categori es;
10 prohibiting the transfer of vessel |icenses
11 under certain circunstances; providing for the
12 expiration of the pilot program creating a
13 Vessel License Task Force within the
14 conmm ssion; providing for nenbership of the
15 task force; providing responsibilities and
16 duties of the task force; requiring the task
17 force to subnmit recomendations to the
18 conmi ssion and certain committees of the
19 Legi sl ature; providing for expiration of the
20 task force; anending s. 372.562, F.S.
21 provi di ng exenptions fromcertain fees and
22 requi rements for persons fishing fromor
23 operating a freshwater vessel with a freshwater
24 vessel license; providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Section 372.09, Florida Statutes, is
29 | anended to read:
30 372.09 State Gane Trust Fund.--The funds resulting
31| fromthe operation of the conmission and fromthe

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WwNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1714
20-1232A-04

ri
12
adm nistration of the |laws and regul ations pertaining to

birds, gane, fur-bearing animals, freshwater fish, reptiles,
and anphi bi ans, including funds resulting fromthe sal e of

freshwat er vessel licenses authorized in this chapter

together with any other funds specifically provided for such
pur poses shall constitute the State Gane Trust Fund and shal
be used by the commi ssion as it shall deemfit in carrying out
the provisions hereof and for no other purposes. The

conmm ssion may not obligate itself beyond the current
resources of the State Gane Trust Fund unl ess specifically so
aut hori zed by the Legislature.

Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 372.57, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsections (16) and (17) are added
to that section, to read

372.57 Recreational licenses, permts, and
aut hori zati on nunbers; fees established.--

(7) VESSEL LI CENSES. - -

(a) No person nmay operate any vessel wherein a fee is
paid, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of
taking, attenpting to take, or possessing any saltwater fish
for nonconmercial purposes unless she or he has obtained a
license for each vessel for that purpose, and has paid the
|icense fee pursuant to paragraph (b), paragraph (c), or

par agr aph (d) paragraphs—(b)—and—{¢c)for such vessel. A

sal twat er vessel |icense issued under this subsection nust be

identified as such and may be transferred only to other

sal twat er vessel s.

(b) A license for any person who operates any vesse
licensed to carry nore than 10 custoners, wherein a fee is
paid, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking
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or attenpting to take saltwater fish, is $800 per year. The
|icense nust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines.

(c)*= A license for any person who operates any vesse
licensed to carry no nore than 10 custoners, or for any person
licensed to operate any vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners,
wherein a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the
purpose of taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish, is
$400 per year.

(d)2—- A license for any person |licensed to operate any
vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners but who operates a vesse
carrying 4 or fewer custoners, wherein a fee is paid, either
directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking or
attenpting to take saltwater fish, is $200 per year. The
|icense nust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines.

(e)3— A person who operates a vessel required to be
i censed pursuant to paragraph (b), paragraph (c),or this

par agr aph(d) may obtain a license in her or his own nane, and
such license shall be transferable and apply to any vesse
operated by the purchaser, provided that the purchaser has
paid the appropriate |license fee.

(f)td)y Alicense for a recreational vessel not for
hire and for which no fee is paid, either directly or
indirectly, by guests for the purpose of taking or attenpting
to take saltwater fish noncommercially is $2,000 per year
The license may be purchased at the option of the vessel owner
and nmust be kept aboard the vessel at all times. A log of
speci es taken and the date the species were taken shall be
mai nt ai ned and a copy of the log filed with the conm ssion at
the time of renewal of the Iicense.

(g) tey The owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel
t he operator of which has been licensed pursuant to paragraph
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1| (a) nust maintain and report such statistical data as required
2| by, and in a manner set forth in, the rules of the conmm ssion
3 (16) FRESHWATER VESSEL LI CENSE PI LOT PROGRAM - - The

4| Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmmi ssion shall establish a

5] 1-year nonmandatory freshwater vessel |icense programto be

6| inplenmented by July 1, 2004. Any person operating a vesse

7| wherein a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the
8 | purpose of taking, attenpting to take, or possessi ng any

9| freshwater fish for noncomrercial purposes nay obtain a

10| license for each vessel for that purpose. The fees and

11| categories for freshwater vessel |icenses shall be the sane

12 | fees and categories as those established for saltwater vesse
13| licenses in subsection (7). A freshwater vessel |license issued
14 | under this subsection nmust be identified as such and nmay be

15| transferred only to other freshwater vessels. A freshwater

16 | vessel license issued under this subsection is nonrenewable

17 | and expires 1 year after the date of issuance. This subsection
18 | expires July 1, 2005, unless the Legislature establishes a new
19 | freshwater vessel licensing programor extends this program
20 (17) VESSEL LI CENSE TASK FORCE. - -
21 (a) The Vessel License Task Force is created within
22 | the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssion for the purpose
23| of reviewing the commission's vessel |icense prograns to
24 | deternmine if vessel licenses for saltwater and freshwater

25| vessel s should be nandatory or permissive licenses; if the

26 | vessel license programshould be repealed; if vessel |icense
27 | fees are sufficient to offset conm ssion revenues | ost from
28 | the sale of nonresident individual saltwater and freshwater

29 | fishing licenses; and to determine a fair and equitable fee

30| for vessel licenses if the task force deternmi nes that revenues
31
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do offset | osses and that the vessel |icense prograns shoul d

not be repeal ed.

(b) The Vessel License Task Force shall be conposed of

7 nmenbers and nust include one nenber representing the Florida

Qui des Association, two nenbers licensed as a captain by the

United States Coast Quard to represent full-tine freshwater

fishing guides, one nenber representing part-tine freshwater

fishing guides, one nenber licensed as a captain by the United

States Coast Quard to represent full-tine saltwater fishing

gui des, one nenber representing part-tine saltwater fishing

gui des, and one representative fromthe Fish and Wldlife

Conservation Comni ssion with knowl edge of the comission's

vessel licensing programwho shall serve as chair of the task

force. Menbers of the task force shall serve w thout

conpensati on.

(c) The task force shall neet at the call of the

chair, or at the request of a majority of its nenbers. Staff

of the conm ssion shall serve as staff to the task force
(d) By February 1, 2005, the task force shall submt
witten recommendations to the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation

Conmi ssion so that the commi ssion may consider including the

reconmendations as part of the conmission's 2005 | egislative

agenda. Copies of the witten recomendati ons shall al so be

submtted to the staff of the natural resources conm ttees and

the appropriations comrttees of the Senate and the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(e) This subsection expires July 1, 2005.

Section 3. Paragraphs (i) and (j) of subsection (2) of
section 372.562, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
372.562 Recreational |icenses and pernmits; exenptions
fromfees and requirenents. --
5
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1 (2) A hunting, freshwater fishing, or saltwater
2| fishing license or pernit is not required for
3 (i) Any person fishing froma vessel |icensed pursuant
4)1to s. 372.57(7) or (16).
5 (j) Any person fishing froma vessel the operator of
6| which is licensed pursuant to s. 372.57(7) or (16).
7 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
8| Iaw
9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY
12 Provi des that revenues fromthe sale of freshwater vesse
| icenses be deposited into the State Gane Trust Fund.
13 Creates the Freshwater Vessel License Pilot Program
14| Brovl des Ronmandatory' || cenge foss. o eqtes 8 vossal
Li cense Task Force within the comm ssion. Provides for
15 exenptions fromcertain fees and requirenments for persons
16 fishing fromor operating a freshwater vessel
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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