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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 1762
Amendment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Kyle offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 212.055, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; legislative intent;
authorization and use of proceeds.--It is the legislative intent
that any authorization for imposition of a discretionary sales
surtax shall be published in the Florida Statutes as a
subsection of this section, irrespective of the duration of the
levy. Each enactment shall specify the types of counties
authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be imposed; the
maximum length of time the surtax may be imposed, if any; the
procedure which must be followed to secure voter approval, if

required; the purpose for which the proceeds may be expended;
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and such other requirements as the Legislature may provide.
Taxable transactions and administrative procedures shall be as
provided in s. 212.054.

(4) INDIGENT CARE AND TRAUMA CENTER SURTAX.--

(a)1. The governing body in each county the government of
which is not consolidated with that of one or more
municipalities, which has a population of at least 800,000
residents and is not authorized to levy a surtax under
subsection (5), may levy, pursuant to an ordinance either
approved by an extraordinary vote of the governing body or
conditioned to take effect only upon approval by a majority vote
of the electors of the county voting in a referendum, a
discretionary sales surtax at a rate that may not exceed 0.5
percent.

2.4}y If the ordinance is conditioned on a referendum, a
statement that includes a brief and general description of the
purposes to be funded by the surtax and that conforms to the
requirements of s. 101.161 shall be placed on the ballot by the
governing body of the county. The following questions shall be
placed on the ballot:

FOR THE. . . .CENTS TAX

AGAINST THE. . . .CENTS TAX

3.4e> The ordinance adopted by the governing body
providing for the imposition of the surtax shall set forth a

plan for providing health care services to qualified residents,
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as defined in subparagraph 4. paragraph—d). Such plan and

subsequent amendments to it shall fund a broad range of health

care services for both indigent persons and the medically poor,
including, but not limited to, primary care and preventive care
as well as hospital care. The plan must also address the
services to be provided by the Level I trauma center. It shall
emphasize a continuity of care in the most cost-effective
setting, taking into consideration both a high quality of care
and geographic access. Where consistent with these objectives,
it shall include, without limitation, services rendered by
physicians, clinics, community hospitals, mental health centers,
and alternative delivery sites, as well as at least one regional
referral hospital where appropriate. It shall provide that
agreements negotiated between the county and providers,
including hospitals with a Level I trauma center, will include
reimbursement methodologies that take into account the cost of
services rendered to eligible patients, recognize hospitals that
render a disproportionate share of indigent care, provide other
incentives to promote the delivery of charity care, promote the
advancement of technology in medical services, recognize the
level of responsiveness to medical needs in trauma cases, and
require cost containment including, but not limited to, case
management. It must also provide that any hospitals that are
owned and operated by government entities on May 21, 1991, must,
as a condition of receiving funds under this subsection, afford
public access equal to that provided under s. 286.011 as to
meetings of the governing board, the subject of which is

budgeting resources for the rendition of charity care as that
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term is defined in the Florida Hospital Uniform Reporting System
(FHURS) manual referenced in s. 408.07. The plan shall also
include innovative health care programs that provide cost-
effective alternatives to traditional methods of service
delivery and funding.

4.4 For the purpose of this paragraph subseetion, the
term "qualified resident" means residents of the authorizing
county who are:

a.+= Qualified as indigent persons as certified by the
authorizing county;

b.2+ Certified by the authorizing county as meeting the
definition of the medically poor, defined as persons having
insufficient income, resources, and assets to provide the needed
medical care without using resources required to meet basic
needs for shelter, food, clothing, and personal expenses; or not
being eligible for any other state or federal program, or having
medical needs that are not covered by any such program; or
having insufficient third-party insurance coverage. In all
cases, the authorizing county is intended to serve as the payor
of last resort; or

c.3= Participating in innovative, cost-effective programs
approved by the authorizing county.

5.4e) Moneys collected pursuant to this paragraph
subseetion remain the property of the state and shall be
distributed by the Department of Revenue on a regular and
periodic basis to the clerk of the circuit court as ex officio
custodian of the funds of the authorizing county. The clerk of

the circuit court shall:
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a.+ Maintain the moneys in an indigent health care trust
fund;

b.2- Invest any funds held on deposit in the trust fund
pursuant to general law;

c.3~ Disburse the funds, including any interest earned, to
any provider of health care services, as provided in

subparagraphs 3. and 4. paragraphs—ter—and—{d)y, upon directive

from the authorizing county. However, if a county has a

population of at least 800,000 residents and has levied the

surtax authorized in this paragraph suabseetioen, notwithstanding
any directive from the authorizing county, on October 1 of each
calendar year, the clerk of the court shall issue a check in the
amount of $6.5 million to a hospital in its Jjurisdiction that
has a Level I trauma center or shall issue a check in the amount
of $3.5 million to a hospital in its jurisdiction that has a
Level I trauma center if that county enacts and implements a
hospital lien law in accordance with chapter 98-499, Laws of
Florida. The issuance of the checks on October 1 of each year is
provided in recognition of the Level I trauma center status and
shall be in addition to the base contract amount received during
fiscal year 1999-2000 and any additional amount negotiated to
the base contract. If the hospital receiving funds for its Level
I trauma center status requests such funds to be used to
generate federal matching funds under Medicaid, the clerk of the
court shall instead issue a check to the Agency for Health Care
Administration to accomplish that purpose to the extent that it

is allowed through the General Appropriations Act; and
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d.4~ Prepare on a biennial basis an audit of the trust

fund specified in sub-subparagraph a. sgbparagraph—3I—= Commencing
February 1, 2004, such audit shall be delivered to the governing

body and to the chair of the legislative delegation of each
authorizing county.

6.4 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,
a county shall not levy local option sales surtaxes authorized
in this paragraph subseetien and subsections (2) and (3) in
excess of a combined rate of 1 percent.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,

the governing body in each county the government of which is not

consolidated with that of one or more municipalities and which

has a population of less than 800,000 residents, may levy, by

ordinance subject to approval by a majority of the electors of

the county voting in a referendum, a discretionary sales surtax

at a rate that may not exceed 0.25 percent for the sole purpose

of funding trauma services provided by a trauma center licensed

pursuant to chapter 395.

1. A statement that includes a brief and general

description of the purposes to be funded by the surtax and that

conforms to the requirements of s. 101.161 shall be placed on

the ballot by the governing body of the county. The following

shall be placed on the ballot:

FOR THE. . . .CENTS TAX
AGAINST THE. . . .CENTS TAX
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2. The ordinance adopted by the governing body of the

county providing for the imposition of the surtax shall set

forth a plan for providing trauma services to trauma victims

presenting in the trauma service area in which such county is

located.

3. Moneys collected pursuant to this paragraph remain the

property of the state and shall be distributed by the Department

of Revenue on a regular and periodic basis to the clerk of the

circuit court as ex officio custodian of the funds of the

authorizing county. The clerk of the circuit court shall:

a. Maintain the moneys in a trauma services trust fund.

b. Invest any funds held on deposit in the trust fund

pursuant to general law.

c. Disburse the funds, including any interest earned on

such funds, to the trauma center in its trauma service area, as

provided in the plan set forth pursuant to subparagraph 2., upon

directive from the authorizing county. If the trauma center

receiving funds requests such funds be used to generate federal

matching funds under Medicaid, the custodian of the funds shall

instead issue a check to the Agency for Health Care

Administration to accomplish that purpose to the extent that the

agency is allowed through the General Appropriations Act.

d. Prepare on a biennial basis an audit of the trauma

services trust fund specified in sub-subparagraph a., to be

delivered to the authorizing county.

4, A discretionary sales surtax imposed pursuant to this

paragraph shall expire 4 years after the effective date of the

surtax, unless reenacted by ordinance subject to approval by a
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majority of the electors of the county voting in a subsequent

referendum.

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a

county shall not levy local option sales surtaxes authorized in

this paragraph and subsections (2) and (3) in excess of a

combined rate of 1 percent.

Section 2. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 395.40,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

395.40 Legislative findings and intent.--

(5) In addition, the agencies listed in subsection (4)
should undertake to:

(a) Establish a coordinated methodology for monitoring,
evaluating, and enforcing the requirements of the state's
inclusive trauma system which recognizes the interests of each
agency.

(b) Develop appropriate roles for trauma agencies, to
assist in furthering the operation of trauma systems at the
regional level. This should include issues of system evaluation
as well as managed care.

(c) Develop and submit appropriate requests for waivers of
federal requirements which will facilitate the delivery of
trauma care.

(d) Develop criteria that will become the future basis for

mandatery consultation between acute care hospitals and trauma

centers on the care of trauma victims and the mandatory transfer
of appropriate trauma victims to trauma centers.
(e) Develop a coordinated approach to the care of the

trauma victim. This shall include the movement of the trauma
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victim through the system of care and the identification of
medical responsibility for each phase of care for out-of-
hospital and in-hospital trauma care.

(f) Require the medical director of an emergency medical
services provider to have medical accountability for a trauma
victim during interfacility transfer.

(6) Furthermore, the Legislature encourages the department
to actively foster the provision of trauma care and serve as a
catalyst for improvements in the process and outcome of the

provision of trauma care in an inclusive trauma system. Among

other considerations, the department is required enceuwraged to:

(a) Promote the development of at least one trauma center
in every trauma service area.

(b) Promote the development of a trauma agency for each
trauma region.

(c) Update the state trauma system plan by February 2005
Peecember—20008 and at least annually every—Sth—year thereafter.

Section 3. Section 395.4001, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

395.4001 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term:

(1) "Agency" means the Agency for Health Care
Administration.
(2) "Charity care" or "uncompensated trauma eharity care"

means that portion of hospital charges reported to the agency

for which there is no compensation, other than restricted or

unrestricted revenues provided to a hospital by |ocal governnents

or tax districts reqgardl ess of nethod of paynent, for care

provided to a patient whose family income for the 12 months
543191
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239| preceding the determination is less than or equal to 200 156
240| percent of the federal poverty level, unless the amount of
241 hospital charges due from the patient exceeds 25 percent of the
242 annual family income. However, in no case shall the hospital
243| charges for a patient whose family income exceeds four times the
244 federal poverty level for a family of four be considered
245 charity.
246 (3) "Department" means the Department of Health.
247 (4) M"Interfacility trauma transfer" means the transfer of
248| a trauma victim between two facilities licensed under this
249 chapter, pursuant to this part.
250 (5) "Level I trauma center" means a trauma center that:

251 (a) Has formal research and education programs for the

252 enhancement of trauma care; and 1is verified determined by the
253| department to be in substantial compliance with Level I trauma
254 center and pediatric trauma referral center standards; and has

255 been approved by the department to operate as a Level I trauma

256 center.

257 (b) Serves as a resource facility to Level II trauma

258 centers, pediatric trauma referral centers, and general

259| hospitals through shared outreach, education, and quality

260 improvement activities.

261 (c) Participates in an inclusive system of trauma care,
262 including providing leadership, system evaluation, and quality
263 improvement activities.

264 (6) "Level II trauma center" means a trauma center that:
265 (a) Is verified determined by the department to be in

266 substantial compliance with Level II trauma center standards and
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has been approved by the departnent to operate as a Level |
trauma center .

(b) Serves as a resource facility to general hospitals

through shared outreach, education, and quality improvement

activities.
(c) Participates in an inclusive system of trauma care.
(7) "Pediatric trauma referral center" means a hospital

that is verified determined by the department to be in
substantial compliance with pediatric trauma ¥referrat center

standards as established by rule of the department and has been

approved by the departnent to operate as a pediatric traunm
center.

(8) "Provisional trauma center" nmeans a hospital that has
been verified by the departnent to be in substantial conpliance
with the requirenents in s. 395.4025 and has been approved by the

departnent to operate as a provisional Level | trauma center,
Level 1l traunm center, or pediatric trauma center.
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" "
(9) 36 Trauma agency" means a department-approved agency

established and operated by one or more counties, or a
department-approved entity with which one or more counties
contract, for the purpose of administering an inclusive regional

trauma system.
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(10)4+ "Trauma alert victim" means a person who has
incurred a single or multisystem injury due to blunt or
penetrating means or burns, who requires immediate medical
intervention or treatment, and who meets one or more of the
adult or pediatric scorecard criteria established by the
department by rule.

(11)+4+2)» "Trauma center" means a amy hospital that has

been verified determined by the department to be in substantial

compliance with the requirenents in s. 395.4025 and has been

approved by the departnent to operate as a Level | traunm center,
Level |l traunmm center, or pediatric trauma center werifieation
ot arn Ao Ao ~ o T+ r atr A+ A NN AT P Lo & e Bl = B | ] at+ N+

o COTITOTITNOS (& ye) L CTITCT I o C OO CT ut-/t-/J_U A8 A LJJ_U O TOTIT T [ Uy & N wy

(12)44+3)> "Trauma scorecard" means a statewide methodology
adopted by the department by rule under which a person who has
incurred a traumatic injury is graded as to the severity of his
or her injuries or illness and which methodology is used as the
basis for making destination decisions.

(13)4+4) "Trauma transport protocol" means a document
which describes the policies, processes, and procedures
governing the dispatch of vehicles, the triage, prehospital
transport, and interfacility trauma transfer of trauma victims.

(14)++5) "Trauma victim" means any person who has incurred
a single or multisystem injury due to blunt or penetrating means
or burns and who requires immediate medical intervention or
treatment.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 395.401, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
543191
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395.401 Trauma services system plans; approval

Iz

verifieatieon of trauma centers and pediatric trauma referralt

centers; procedures; renewal.--

(1) (a) The local and regional trauma agencies shall plan,
implement, and evaluate trauma services systems, in accordance
with this section and ss. 395.4015, 395.404, and 395.4045, which
consist of organized patterns of readiness and response services
based on public and private agreements and operational
procedures. The department shall establish, by rule, processes
and procedures for establishing a trauma agency and obtaining
its approval from the department.

(b) The local and regional trauma agencies shall develop
and submit to the department plans for local and regional trauma
services systems. The plans must include, at a minimum, the
following components:

1. The organizational structure of the trauma system.

2. Prehospital care management guidelines for triage and
transportation of trauma cases.

3. Flow patterns of trauma cases and transportation system
design and resources, including air transportation services,
provision for interfacility trauma transfer, and the prehospital
transportation of trauma victims. The trauma agency shall plan
for the development of a system of transportation of trauma
alert victims to trauma centers where the distance or time to a
trauma center or transportation resources diminish access by

trauma alert victims.
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4. The number and location of needed state—appreved trauma
centers based on local needs, population, and location and

distribution of resources.

5. Data collection regarding system operation and patient
outcome.
6. Periodic performance evaluation of the trauma system

and its components.
7. The use of air transport services within the

jurisdiction of the local trauma agency.

8. Public information and education about the trauma
system.
9. Emergency medical services communication system usage

and dispatching.
10. The coordination and integration between the werified

Hh
ol

trauma center eitity and other acute care hospitals +he

5\

.
=8

()

ronverifiedhealth ecarefaeilities.
11 Medical control and accountability.
12. Quality control and system evaluation.
(c) The department shall receive plans for the

implementation of inclusive trauma systems from trauma agencies.
The department may approve or not approve trauma agency plans
based on the conformance of the plan with this section and ss.
395.4015, 395.404, and 395.4045 and the rules and definitions
adopted by the department pursuant to those sections. The
department shall approve or disapprove the plans within 120 days
after the date the plans are submitted to the department. The
department shall, by rule, provide an application process for

establishing a trauma agency. The application must, at a
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minimum, provide requirements for the trauma agency plan
submitted for review, a process for reviewing the application
for a state—appreved trauma agency, a process for reviewing the
trauma transport protocols for the trauma agency, and a process
for reviewing the staffing requirements for the agency. The
department shall, by rule, establish minimum requirements for a
trauma agency to conduct an annual performance evaluation and
submit the results to the department.

(d) A trauma agency shall not operate unless the
department has approved the local or regional trauma services
system plan of the agency.

(e) The department may grant an exception to a portion of
the rules adopted pursuant to this section or s. 395.4015 if the
local or regional trauma agency proves that, as defined in the
rules, compliance with that requirement would not be in the best
interest of the persons served within the affected local or
regional trauma area.

(f) A local or regional trauma agency may implement a
trauma care system only if the system meets the minimum
standards set forth in the rules for implementation established
by the department and if the plan has been submitted to, and
approved by, the department. At least 60 days before the local
or regional trauma agency submits the plan for the trauma care
system to the department, the local or regional trauma agency
shall hold a public hearing and give adequate notice of the
public hearing to all hospitals and other interested parties in

the area to be included in the proposed system.
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(g) Local or regional trauma agencies may enter into
contracts for the purpose of implementing the local or regional
plan. If local or regional agencies contract with hospitals for
trauma services, such agencies must contract only with hospitals
which are verified trauma centers.

(h) Local or regional trauma agencies providing service
for more than one county shall, as part of their formation,
establish interlocal agreements between or among the several
counties in the regional system.

(i) This section does not restrict the authority of a
health care facility to provide service for which it has
received a license pursuant to this chapter.

(J) Any hospital which is verified as a trauma center
shall accept all trauma victims that are appropriate for the
facility regardless of race, sex, creed, or ability to pay.

(k) It is unlawful for any hospital or other facility to
hold itself out as a trauma center unless it has been so
verified.

(1) A county, upon the recommendations of the local or
regional trauma agency, may adopt ordinances governing the
transport of a patient who is receiving care in the field from
prehospital emergency medical personnel when the patient meets
specific criteria for trauma, burn, or pediatric centers adopted
by the local or regional trauma agency. These ordinances must be
consistent with s. 395.4045, ordinances adopted under s.
401.25(6), and the local or regional trauma system plan and, to
the furthest possible extent, must ensure that individual

patients receive appropriate medical care while protecting the
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interests of the community at large by making maximum use of
available emergency medical care resources.

(m) The local or regional trauma agency shall, consistent
with the regional trauma system plan, coordinate and otherwise
facilitate arrangements necessary to develop a trauma services
system.

(n) After the submission of the initial trauma system
plan, each trauma agency shall, every 5th year, submit to the
department for approval an updated plan that identifies the
changes, if any, to be made in the regional trauma system.

(0) This section does not preclude a local or regional
trauma agency from adopting trauma care system standards.

Section 5. Section 395.4015, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

395.4015 State regional trauma planning; trauma regions.--

(1) The department shall establish a state trauma system
plan. As part of the state trauma system plan, the department
shall establish trauma regions that whieh cover all geographical

areas of the state and have boundaries that are coterm nous wth

t he boundaries of the reqgional donestic security task forces

establi shed under s. 943.0312. These regions may serve as the

basis for the development of department-approved local or

regional trauma plans. However, the delivery of trauma services

by or in coordination with a trauma agency established before

July 1, 2004, may continue in accordance with public and private

agreenents and operati onal procedures entered into as provided in

+

ey
. T

S. 395 401, Fre—deme et o —oeab b borso oo e b s

[0)]

regieons—gpens
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(2) 43> The department shall consider the advice and

recommendations of any affected local or regional trauma agency

in developing the state trauma system systems plan. Fhe
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(3) 44> The department shall use

the state trauma system
plan as the basis for establishing a statewide inclusive trauma
system.
Section 6. Section 395.402, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
395.402 Trauma service areas; number and location of
trauma centers.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes the need for a statewide,

cohesive, uniform, and integrated trauma system. Within the

trauma service areas, #£hat Level I and Level II trauma centers

shall shewld each be capable of annually treating a minimum of
1,000 and 500 patients,
(ISS)

respectively, with an injury severity

score of 9 or greater. Level II trauma centers in counties

with a population of more than 500,000 shall have the capacity

to care for 1,000 patients per year. Further;—the FTegistatur

PO T P NP EINE B S TN I S PN T NP P NS P N 10 + oo
W I CTT CTT =) _LJ.J._J | i =] \4 [ S [ W g =y k.), CTT - [SEYAWAD pu LW § Ly . C T T UTITTTr
iz e~ S e A b o S P S N I IO PPy T NP P NPT P N

=] [ SV oy L& g = [ ywe) J S CTT o C T T I (J.J.J.M, [ - (=5 ll.l_LJ.J._Lll.lLAll.l, CTIT - [SEYAWAD pu LW § Ly
N S S = NP NP NE A SIS VN BN iz e NN
[ - o T OTT C LT UITtTE \—y ITC - L IT o TT =] [ SV vy L& g = Tl e

(2 T+ o + 1 St s £ +1 Tecgtalataze ot NP

\ 7 1T ) CTT LT C ITC . CTT T v_Lk.)_L(J.l.LAJ_ Lllub, & ye) (=5
Blanntrna critdal s Teszal T e d T aszn ] TT fppoiarms et nonen o naa] 3
t/_L(_A.J.J.J.J._LJ.J.\j 3\4[_Lu [ S 7 T \4 == . Sy Lw s T == J Sy C T T UITTTr \—y 1TTC 10 [SEFAWAD pu LW §

543191

Page 20 of 42




545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571
572

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 1762

4
Amendment No. (for drafter’s use only)

ENN ot o Nt o r fakay ~t o a7 1 sz T Iz 1 TT + ma ~ nt r o 1 ~ n+ - o
[ AvVAv) t/(.A.L.,_L J.J.L.,L_), 1 L_)t/ - C 1V _L_Yo 1T A\ - [ C LT UOITTTr A\ 1T 10 S AN W i B R W [=J
£ +hh A ENN ANN ~~~aa ] 4 o n T oot A =~ ~ 1~ + PN
|\ T 1T CITITTAIT \JUU, \V AV v} r/\./ | R iy 6 R U P B & g =y b/ A e \w 8 |y Ly L& 3 | wy Ay & g =y
fr 1 JAVAYATEEZ NN PN T NN S ¥ NN NP RN 2N BENE SNE2NE IR S S R I PN B 2
[H S N J_, \V AV v LJLAK,_L ITTCTWO LJ 1 _Y LA.J_, [& ) (& r/_LuJ.J.J.J._LJ.J.\_j \_j‘v{_L\A. L TT

(2)43> Trauma service areas as defined in this section are

to be utilized until the Department of Health completes an

assessment of the trauma system and reports its finding to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, and the substantive legislative committees.

The report shall be submitted by February 1, 2005. The

department shall review the existing trauma system and determine

whether it is effective in providing trauma care uniformly

throughout the state. The assessment shall:

(a) Consider aligning trauma service areas within the

trauma region boundaries as established in July 2004.

(b) Review the number and level of trauma centers needed

for each trauma service area to provide a statewide integrated

trauma system.

(c) Establish criteria for determining the number and

level of trauma centers needed to serve the population in a

defined trauma service area or region.

(d) Consider including a criteria within trauma center

approval standards based upon the number of trauma victims

served within a service area.

(e) Review the Regional Domestic Security Task Force

structure and determine whether integrating the trauma system

planning with interagency regional emergency and disaster

planning efforts is feasible and identify any duplication of

efforts between the two entities.
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(f) Make recommendations regarding a continued revenue

source which shall include a local participation requirement.

(g) Make recommendations regarding a formula for the

distribution of funds identified for trauma centers which shall

address incentives for new centers where needed and the need to

maintain effective trauma care in areas served by existing

centers, with consideration for the volume of trauma patients

served, and the amount of charity care provided.

(3) In conducting such assessment and subsequent annual

reviews, the department shall consider:

(a) The recommendations made as part of the regional

trauma system plans submitted by regional trauma agencies.

(b) Stakeholder recommendations.

(c) The geographical composition of an area to ensure

rapid access to trauma care by patients.

(d) Historical patterns of patient referral and transfer

in an area.

(e) Inventories of available trauma care resources,

including professional medical staff.

(f) Population growth characteristics.
(g) Transportation capabilities, including ground and air
transport.

(h) Medically appropriate ground and air travel times.

(1) Recommendations of the Regional Domestic Security Task

(J) The actual number of trauma victims currently being

served by each trauma center.

(k) Other appropriate criteria.
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(4) Annually thereafter, uwseds the department shall

periedically review the assignment of the 67 counties to trauma

service areas, in addition to the requirements of paragraphs

(2) (b) - (g) and subsection (3). County Fhese assignments are made

for the purpose of developing a system of trauma centers.

Revisions made by the department shall sheuwdtd take into

consideration the recommendations made as part of the regional

trauma system plans approved by the department, and as—weldl—as
the recommendations made as part of the state trauma system

plan. In cases where a trauma service area is located within the

boundaries of more than one trauma region, the trauma service

area's needs, response capability, and system requirements shall

be considered by each trauma region served by that trauma
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thereafter. Until the department completes the February 2005

assessment its—initiat—review, the assignment of counties shall

remain as established in this section pursvant—teo—~chapter 96—
284 —Faws—eof Florida.

(a) The following trauma service areas are hereby
established:
1. Trauma service area 1 shall consist of Escambia,

Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, and Walton Counties.

2. Trauma service area 2 shall consist of Bay, Gulf,
Holmes, and Washington Counties.

3. Trauma service area 3 shall consist of Calhoun,
Franklin, Gadsden, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Madison,

Taylor, and Wakulla Counties.
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629 4., Trauma service area 4 shall consist of Alachua,
630 Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy,
631 Putnam, Suwannee, and Union Counties.
632 5. Trauma service area 5 shall consist of Baker, Clay,
633 Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns Counties.
634 6. Trauma service area 6 shall consist of Citrus,
635 Hernando, and Marion Counties.
636 7. Trauma service area 7 shall consist of Flagler and
637| Volusia Counties.
638 8. Trauma service area 8 shall consist of Lake, Orange,
639 Osceola, Seminole, and Sumter Counties.
640 9. Trauma service area 9 shall consist of Pasco and
641 Pinellas Counties.
642 10. Trauma service area 10 shall consist of Hillsborough
643 County.
644 11. Trauma service area 11 shall consist of Hardee,
645 Highlands, and Polk Counties.
646 12. Trauma service area 12 shall consist of Brevard and
647 Indian River Counties.
648 13. Trauma service area 13 shall consist of DeSoto,
649 Manatee, and Sarasota Counties.
650 14. Trauma service area 14 shall consist of Martin,
651 Okeechobee, and St. Lucie Counties.
652 15. Trauma service area 15 shall consist of Charlotte,
653 Glades, Hendry, and Lee Counties.
654 16. Trauma service area 16 shall consist of Palm Beach

655 County.
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17. Trauma service area 17 shall consist of Collier
County.

18. Trauma service area 18 shall consist of Broward
County.

19. Trauma service area 19 shall consist of Dade and

Monroe Counties.

(b) Each trauma service area should have at least one
Level I or Level II trauma center. The department shall
allocate, by rule, the number of trauma centers needed for each
trauma service area.

(c) There shall be no more than a total of 44 state-
spensered trauma centers in the state.

Section 7. Section 395.4025, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

395.4025 State—appreoved Trauma centers; selection; quality
assurance; records.--

(1) For purposes of developing a system of state—approved
trauma centers, the department shall use the 19 trauma service
areas established in s. 395.402. Within each service area and
based on the state trauma system plan, the local or regional

trauma services system plan, and recommendations of the local or

regional trauma agency—and—the—1990 Report—andProposal—Ffe
Fanding—State—Sponsered—TFrauma—Centers, the department shall
establish the approximate number of state—appreved trauma

s

centers needed to ensure reasonable access to high-quality

trauma services. The Hsingthe guidelinesand procedures
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hospitals that are to be recognized as state—appreoved
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The department shall annually

notify each acute

care general hospital and each local and each regional trauma

agency in the state that the department is accepting letters of

intent from hospitals that are interested in becoming state-—

approved trauma centers.

department,

In order to be considered by
a hospital

of a local or regional

S Atz A
TP TO <

intent to operate as a state

consistent with the trauma services plan of the local
regional trauma agency, as approved by the department,

agency exists.

trauma center is

the

that operates within the geographic area

trauma agency must certify that its

or

if such

Letters of intent must be postmarked no later

than midnight October 1. This—paragroph dees—not—apply—to—any
hocrital +hod S o o g avgd s s o] v rzmpd £3 A b o A “
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By October 15, the department shall send to

all

hospitals that submitted a letter of intent an application

package that will provide the hospitals with instructions for

submitting information to the department for selection as a

The standards for werifi

Sstate—approved trauma center.

n - =
T

PN
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trauma centers and—p
for in s. 395.401(2),
shall serve as the basis for these instructions.

(c) In order to be considered by the department,

5 provided

as adopted by rule of the department,

applications from those hospitals seeking selection as state-
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approved trauma centers, including those current verified trauma

centers that seek a change or redesignation in approval status

as a trauma center feobestate—approved—trauvma—eenters, must be

received by the department no later than the close of business
on April 1. The department shall conduct a provisional review of
each application for the purpose of determining that the
hospital's application is complete and that the hospital has the
critical elements required for a state—appreoved trauma center.

This critical review will be based on trauma center werifiecation
standards and shall include, but not be limited to, a review of
whether the hospital has:

1. Equipment and physical facilities necessary to provide
trauma services.

2. Personnel in sufficient numbers and with proper
qualifications to provide trauma services.

3. An effective quality assurance process.

4. Submitted written confirmation by the local or regional

trauma agency that the—verifieatioen—eof the hospital applying to

become as a state—approved trauma center is consistent with the

plan of the local or regional trauma agency, as approved by the

department, if such agency exists. Fhis——subparagraph appties—te

Sz e~ o] +hat 2o A~ o N Avzd oo ol » <z~ £4 A s SN~ Ao
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(d)1. Notwithstanding other provisions in this section,

the department may grant up to an additional 18 months to a
hospital applicant that is unable to meet all requirements as
provided in paragraph (c) at the time of application if the

number of applicants in the service area in which the applicant
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is located is equal to or less than the service area allocation,
as provided by rule of the department. An applicant that is
granted additional time pursuant to this paragraph shall submit
a plan for departmental approval which includes timelines and
activities that the applicant proposes to complete in order to
meet application requirements. Any applicant that demonstrates
an ongoing effort to complete the activities within the

timelines outlined in the plan shall be included in the number

of state—appreoved trauma centers at such time that the
department has conducted a provisional review of the application

and has determined that the application is complete and that the

hospital has the critical elements required for a state—approved
trauma center.

2. Timeframes provided in subsections (1)-(8) shall be
stayed until the department determines that the application is
complete and that the hospital has the critical elements
required for a state—approved trauma center.

(3) After April 30, any hospital that submitted an

application found acceptable by the department based on

~ 11 oy £ Ad o £
& g |\ P NN E SR N A W ) O A

provisional review, inetudin

NDecamb
DT

g
—1—3+989+ shall be eligible to operate as a provisional
Sstate—approved trauma center.

(4) Between May 1 and October 1 of each year, the
department shall conduct an in-depth evaluation of all
applications found acceptable in the provisional review. The
applications shall be evaluated against criteria enumerated in
the application packages as provided to the hospitals by the

department.
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(5) Beginning October 1 of each year and ending no later
than June 1 of the following year, a review team of out-of-state
experts assembled by the department shall make onsite visits to
all provisional state—appreved trauma centers. The department
shall develop a survey instrument to be used by the expert team
of reviewers. The instrument shall include objective criteria

and guidelines for reviewers based on existing trauma center and

P S - PN
T 1 - [ S -

fieatien standards such

|__J
()

-
T

that all trauma centers andpediatrie travuma referral ecenters
are assessed equally. The survey instrument shall also include a
uniform rating system that will be used by reviewers to indicate
the degree of compliance of each trauma center with specific
standards, and to indicate the quality of care provided by each
trauma center as determined through an audit of patient charts.
In addition, hospitals being considered as provisional state-—

approved trauma centers shall meet all the requirements of a

yverified trauma center erpediatrietrauvma—referral—eenter, and
shall be located in a trauma service area that has a need for
such a trauma center.

(6) Based on recommendations from the review team, the
department shall select state—approved trauma centers by July 1.
An applicant for designation as a stakte—approeved trauma center

E R N S~~~z A A N~ Ao
OT— o oCcocC |3 S = = N A

ferral—ecenter may request

an extension of its provisional status if it submits a
corrective action plan to the department. The corrective action
plan must demonstrate the ability of the applicant to correct
deficiencies noted during the applicant's onsite review

conducted by the department between the previous October 1 and
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June 1. The department may extend the provisional status of an

applicant for designation as a state—approved trauma center er—=

at+—eenter through December
31 if the applicant provides a corrective action plan acceptable
to the department. The department or a team of out-of-state
experts assembled by the department shall conduct an onsite
visit on or before November 1 to confirm that the deficiencies

have been corrected. The provisional state—approved trauma

Center r +h NItz oo nal ot S~~~ A g N o o
OTr—=<Trr PTrovIoTrotaotr ScacC - appPTro A B SASAS o= ay & ) S Sy i Sy S By S g 2 1118 1

onsite visit in a manner prescribed by rule of the department.
By January 1, the department must approve or deny the
application of any provisional applicant granted an extension.

Each stat

D

pproved trauma center shall be granted a 7-year
£

approval werifieatien period during which time it must continue

H

to maintain trauma center werifieatiern standards and acceptable

patient outcomes as determined by department rule. An approval A

szeaed
\4 [ S -

fieation, unless sooner suspended or revoked, automatically
expires 7 years after the date of issuance and is renewable upon

application for renewal as prescribed by rule of the department.

N £+ Taa 1<z 1 1009 "1z
T T ooy =T7 T Z7 Ottty

opproved—trauma—centersmay operateos—trauma—centers+
(7) Any hospital that wishes to protest a decision made by

+ Ao PR ctad e oot
- CTITOO J.J.\J»._)LJ.L - o C T & ywe) o C OO T

the department based on the department's preliminary or in-depth
review of applications or on the recommendations of the site
visit review team pursuant to this section shall proceed as
provided in chapter 120. Hearings held under this subsection

shall be conducted in the same manner as provided in ss. 120.569
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and 120.57. Cases filed under chapter 120 may combine all
disputes between parties.

(8) Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 381, a
hospital licensed under ss. 395.001-395.3025 that operates a
state—approved trauma center may not terminate or substantially
reduce the availability of trauma service without providing at
least 180 days' &—menths! notice of its intent to terminate such
service. Such notice shall be given to the department efHeatth,

to all affected local or regional trauma agencies, and to all

tate—approved trauma centers, hospitals, and emergency medical

service providers in the trauma service area. The depart nent

shall adopt by rule the procedures and process for notification,
duration, and explanation of the ternmnation of trauma services.

(9) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the
department or its agent may collect trauma care and registry

data, as prescribed by rule of the department, from trauma

centers, pediatrie—+trauma—referral—eentersy hospitals, emergency
medical service providers, local or regional trauma agencies, or
medical examiners for the purposes of evaluating trauma system
effectiveness, ensuring compliance with the standards ef

Iz
Y

Hh

)

+fieation, and monitoring patient outcomes. A trauma center,

m

nods +
< (>

4o e
[ S O

rafayreraol o
[ 0@ 3111 & S S i S o S o i S

rte¥r; hospital, emergency medical

@
o

service provider, medical examiner, or local trauma agency oOr
regional trauma agency, or a panel or committee assembled by
such an agency under s. 395.50(1) may, but is not required to,
disclose to the department patient care quality assurance
proceedings, records, or reports. However, the department may

require a local trauma agency or a regional trauma agency, Or a
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panel or committee assembled by such an agency to disclose to
the department patient care quality assurance proceedings,
records, or reports that the department needs solely to conduct
quality assurance activities under s. 395.4015, or to ensure
compliance with the quality assurance component of the trauma
agency's plan approved under s. 395.401. The patient care
quality assurance proceedings, records, or reports that the
department may require for these purposes include, but are not
limited to, the structure, processes, and procedures of the
agency's quality assurance activities, and any recommendation
for improving or modifying the overall trauma system, if the

identity of a trauma center, pediatrie travuma referral ecenter;

hospital, emergency medical service provider, medical examiner,
or an individual who provides trauma services is not disclosed.
(10) Out-of-state experts assembled by the department to
conduct onsite visits are agents of the department for the
purposes of s. 395.3025. An out-of-state expert who acts as an
agent of the department under this subsection is not liable for
any civil damages as a result of actions taken by him or her,
unless he or she is found to be operating outside the scope of
the authority and responsibility assigned by the department.
(11) Onsite visits by the department or its agent may be
conducted at any reasonable time and may include but not be

limited to a review of records in the possession of trauma

centers, pediatrie—troumareferral—eentersy hospitals, emergency
medical service providers, local or regional trauma agencies, or
medical examiners regarding the care, transport, treatment, or

examination of trauma patients.
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(12) Patient care, transport, or treatment records or
reports, or patient care quality assurance proceedings, records,
or reports obtained or made pursuant to this section, s.
395.3025(4) (f), s. 395.401, s. 395.4015, s. 395.402, s. 395.403,
s. 395.404, s. 395.4045, s. 395.405, s. 395.50, or s. 395.51
must be held confidential by the department or its agent and are
exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1). Patient care quality
assurance proceedings, records, or reports obtained or made
pursuant to these sections are not subject to discovery or
introduction into evidence in any civil or administrative
action.

(13) The department may adopt, by rule, the procedures and

process by which it will select state—appreoved trauma centers.

Such procedures and process must be used in annually selecting

state—approved trauma centers and must be consistent with
subsections (1)-(8) except in those situations in which it is in
the best interest of, and mutually agreed to by, all applicants
within a service area and the department to reduce the
timeframes.

(14) Notwi thstandi ng any other provisions of this section

and rul es adopted pursuant to this section, until the departnent
has conducted the review provided under s. 395.402, only
hospitals located in trauna services areas where there is no
existing trauna center may apply.

Section 8. Section 395.403, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
395.403 Reimbursement of state-spemsered trauma centers.--
1 ] Lo cind ] ] o il

g . . . i 1
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()42 All provisional

rauma centers and state—approved

t
trauma centers shall be considered eligible to receive state

funding state-sponseored—trauma—centers when state funds are
specifically appropriated for state-sponsored trauma centers in

the General Appropriations Act. Effective July 1, 2004, the

departnment shall nmake one-tine paynents fromthe Adm nistrative
Trust Fund under s. 20.435 to the trauna centers and a hospital
with a pending application for a Level | traunma center in
recognition of the capital investnent made by the hospital to
establish the trauma service. Paynents shall be in equal anpbunts
for the traunma centers approved by the departnent as of July 1 of

the fiscal year in which funding is appropriated, with | esser
anounts for the hospital with an application pending for a Level

| trauma center at the departnent as of April 1, 2004. In the
event a trauma center does not maintain its status as a trauna
center for any state fiscal year in which such funding is
appropriated, the provisional trauna center or trauma center
shall repay the state for the portion of the year during which it

was not a traunm center.
(2) Provisional traumm centers and trauma centers eligible
to receive distributions fromthe Adm nistrative Trust Fund under
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or the applicable rules of the department shall not receive
payments under this section for the period in which it was not
in compliance.

Section 9. Section 401.24, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

401.24 Emergency medical services state plan.--The
department is responsible, at a minimum, for the improvement and
regulation of basic and advanced life support programs. The
department shall develop and biennially revise a comprehensive

state plan for basic and advanced life support services, the

emergency medical services grants program, state—appreved trauma

centers, stote—approvedpediatrietrauma referrat—eentersy the
injury control program, and medical disaster preparedness. The
state plan shall include, but need not be limited to:

(1) Emergency medical systems planning, including the
prehospital and hospital phases of patient care, and injury
control effort and unification of such services into a total
delivery system to include air, water, and land services.

(2) Requirements for the operation, coordination, and
ongoing development of emergency medical services, which
includes: basic life support or advanced life support vehicles,
equipment, and supplies; communications; personnel; training;
public education; state trauma system; injury control; and other
medical care components.

(3) The definition of areas of responsibility for
regulating and planning the ongoing and developing delivery

service requirements.
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Section 10. The sum of $300,000 is appropriated fromthe

CGeneral Revenue Fund to the Adm nistrative Trust Fund for the

Departnent of Health to contract with a state university to

conduct the study required under s. 395.402, Florida Statutes.
Section 11. The sum of $20, 700,000 is appropriated fromthe

General Revenue Fund to the Administrative Trust Fund for the the

Department of Health to provide equal funding for each existing

trauma center as of July 1, 2004, and an amount not to exceed 70

percent of the amount received by an existing trauma center for

a hospital with a Level | trauma center application pending with
t he departnent as of April 1, 2004.
Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

================= T I T L E A MENDMEN T =================

Remove the entire title and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to trauma care; amending s. 212.055, F.S.;
authorizing certain counties to levy a surtax to fund
trauma services by ordinance, subject to referendum
approval; amending s. 395.40, F.S.; requiring the
Department of Health to promote development of trauma
centers and agencies; requiring the department to update
the trauma system annually; amending s. 395.4001, F.S.;
revising definitions; amending ss. 395.401 and 401.24,
F.S.; removing references to center verification, referral
centers, and state-approved centers; amending s. 395.4015,
F.S.; providing boundaries for the state trauma system
plan; deleting requirements for defining a region;

amending s. 395.402, F.S.; revising legislative intent;
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1132 requiring the department to perform an assessment of the
1133 trauma system and report its findings to the Governor and
1134 Legislature; providing guidelines for such assessment and
1135 annual reviews; requiring annual reviews; amending s.
1136 395.4025, F.S.; deleting outdated provisions; providing
1137 for centers that seek a change or redesignation in
1138 approval status; amending s. 395.403, F.S.; removing
1139 legislative intent; providing for funding of trauma
1140 centers; requiring the department to recommend an
1141 effective grant program to the Governor and the
1142 Legislature by a certain date; deleting other funding
1143 guidelines; providing appropriations; providing an
1144 effective date.
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