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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1829
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Mayfield offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)
Renove everything after the enacting clause, and insert:

Section 1. (1) The Florida Tel econmuni cati ons Policy

Strategy Task Force is created and housed for adm nistrative

purposes within the Public Service Comm ssion. The task force

shal | operate independently of the conm ssion.

(2)(a) The task force shall consist of seven nenbers,

t hree appoi nted by the Governor, two appointed by the President

of the Senate, and two appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. Menbers shall serve at the pleasure of the

appointing official. Any vacancy shall be filled in the sane

manner as the ori gi nal appoi nt nent.
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(b) Only nenbers who possess expertise in state or

national tel ecommunications policy, |egal devel opnents, and

technical matters may be appoi nt ed.

(c) A person who works directly for or who perforns

contract work for a tel econmuni cati ons conpany nay not be

appoi nt ed.

(d) Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation but shall be

entitled to rei mbursenent of travel and per di em expenses

pursuant to s. 112.061, Florida Statutes, relating to conpl eting

their duties and responsibilities under this section.
(3) The task force shall
(a) Survey existing national and state regul atory, rate,

and tax policies relating to the tel econmuni cations industry.

(b) Provide the Legislature with a conci se presentation of

the tel ecommuni cati ons policy | andscape.

(c) Ildentify and nake reconmendations relating to key tax

and regul atory issues that the Legislature and the Public

Servi ce Comm ssi on shoul d address, consistent with the

principles enunerated in subsection (4).

(d) Make specific recomendations for the Legislature’s

consi der ati on.

(4) |In conducting its investigations, deliberating, and

maki ng reconmendations, the task force shall consider the

follow ng principles:

(a) The state should pursue policies that seek to maxi m ze

access by residents of this state to the wi dest nunber of

technologies. At a mninum all residents of this state should

have access to affordable tel ephone service.
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(b) Recommendati ons shoul d be revenue neutral or revenue

reducing; that is, revenues generated fromtel ecomuni cati ons

taxes in the aggregate should in no case exceed projected

aggregate revenues if no changes in policies are nade.

(c) Taxes and regul ati ons shoul d be applied equitably;

that is, governnent policies should not favor certain

t echnol ogi es over others and should not create or all ow

conpetitive inequities anobng providers or users of

communi cati ons servi ces.

(d) Governnent intervention should be avoided to the

great est extent possible, except as necessary to ensure a

predi ctabl e, conpetitive tel econmuni cations environnment that

mnimzes the |ikelihood of |awsuits, provides basic consuner

protections, and provides all residents of this state with

access to affordabl e tel ephone service.

(e) Conpetition should be encouraged anobng

t el econmuni cati ons conpani es and anong tel econmuni cati ons

t echnol ogi es.

(5) The task force shall select a chair and vice chair and

shall neet at the call of the chair or as often as necessary to

acconpl i sh the purposes of this section.

(6) The Public Service Comm ssion shall provide

adm ni strative support and staff for the task force.

(7) The task force shall prepare a report containing a

sunmary of its investigations and deliberations and any

reconmendati ons and submt the report to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves by Novenber 30, 2004.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.

=========—===== T | TLE AMENDMENT =s===========

Renove the entire title, and insert:

A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to tel econmuni cations services; creating
the Florida Tel econmuni cations Policy Strategy Task
Force; providing for appointnment of nenbers; providing
qualifications and |imtations; providing
responsi bilities; providing guiding principles; requiring
t he Public Service Commission to provide adm nistrative
support and staff; requiring a report to the Governor and
Legi sl ature; providing an effective date.
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