F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1857, Engrossed 1 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Departnent of Community Affairs;

3 transferring the state energy program and the C ean Fuel

4 Fl ori da Advi sory Board by type two transfer fromthe

5 Departnment of Community Affairs to the Departnent of

6 Environnental Protection; anending s. 20.18, F.S.;

7 renmoving responsibility of the Departnent of Comrunity

8 Affairs for state energy policy; anending s. 20.255, F.S.;
9 assigning responsibility for the state energy policy to
10 t he Departnent of Environmental Protection; anending s.
11 163.03, F.S.; renoving authority of the Departnent of
12 Community Affairs for the Coastal Energy |npact Program
13 anmendi ng ss. 288.041, 377.603, 377.701, and 403.42, F.S.;
14 transferring duties of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs
15 relating to the solar energy industry, energy data
16 coll ection, petroleum allocation, and the O ean Fuel
17 Florida Advisory Board to the Departnent of Environnental
18 Protection; anmending s. 288.95155, F.S.; deleting an
19 obsol ete reference; anending s. 377.602, F.S.; revising a
20 definition; anmending s. 377.703, F.S.; transferring duties
21 of the Departnent of Community Affairs relating to
22 addi tional energy functions and responsibilities to the
23 Departnment of Environmental Protection; providing for
24 rul emaki ng; anmending s. 420.36, F.S.; funding the Low-
25 i ncome Energency Hone Repair Programthrough the State
26 Housi ng Trust Fund; transferring the Affordable Housing
27 Catal yst Program by type two transfer fromthe Departnent
28 of Community Affairs to the Florida Housi ng Finance
29 Cor poration; excluding the transfer of certain trust
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30 funds; anending s. 420.507, F.S.; authorizing the Florida
31 Housi ng Fi nance Corporation to provide resources for the
32 Af f or dabl e Housi ng Study Comm ssion; authorizing the
33 Fl ori da Housi ng Fi nance Corporation to devel op and
34 adm nister the Affordable Housing Catal yst Program
35 creating s. 420.531, F.S.; providing that the Affordable
36 Housi ng Cat al yst Program be operated by the Florida
37 Housi ng Fi nance Corporation; providing for technical
38 support, formation of partnerships, inplenentation of
39 regul atory reforns, affordable housing prograns wthin
40 | ocal governnment conprehensive plans, and conpliance with
41 federally funded housing prograns; anending s. 420. 6015,
42 F.S.; revising legislative findings regarding the
43 Department of Community Affairs' housing progranms, to
44 conform anending s. 420.606, F.S.; renoving references to
45 t he Affordabl e Housing Catalyst Programin the training
46 and techni cal assistance program of the Affordabl e Housing
47 Pl anni ng and Conmunity Assi stance Act; anending s.
48 420.609, F.S.; requiring the Florida Housing Finance
49 Corporation to provide certain resources to the Affordable
50 Housi ng Study Commi ssion; anending s. 420.9075, F.S.;
51 conformng a reference; providing an effective date.
52
53| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
54
55 Section 1. The state energy program as authorized and
56| governed by ss. 20.18, 288.041, 377.601-377.608, 377.701, and
57| 377.703, Florida Statutes, and the C ean Fuel Florida Advisory
58| Board, as authorized and governed by s. 403.42, Florida
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59| Statutes, are transferred by a type two transfer, as defined in

60| s. 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of Conmunity

61| Affairs to the Departnent of Environnental Protection.
62 Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 20.18, Florida
63| Statutes, is amended to read:

64 20. 18 Departnent of Community Affairs.--There is created a
65| Departnent of Community Affairs.

66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75| redistributed wthin the various divisions of the department—and
76| submtsa reporttothe Legislature with respect thereto—

77 Section 3. Subsection (8) is added to section 20. 255,

78| Florida Statutes, to read:

79 20. 255 Departnent of Environnental Protection.--There is
80| created a Departnent of Environnmental Protection.

81 (8) The departnent is the agency of state governnent

82| responsible for collection and anal ysis of infornati on on energy

83| resources in this state, for coordination of the energy

84| conservation prograns of state agencies, and for coordi nati on of

85| the devel opnent, review, and i nplenentati on of state energy

86| policy.
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87 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section

88| 163.03, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

89 163.03 Secretary of Community Affairs; powers and duti es;
90| function of Departnment of Comrunity Affairs with respect to

91| federal grant-in-aid prograns. --

92 (3) The departnent is authorized to adopt rules

93| inplenmenting the follow ng grant prograns, which rules shall be
94| consistent with the | aws, regul ations, or guidelines governing

95| the grant to the departnent:

96 (b) Gants under the federal progrars—known—asthe Coastal
97| Energy—tnpact—Program-and—the Quter Continental Shelf Program

98| adm nistered by the Bureau of Land and Water Managenent.

99 Section 5. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
100| 288.041, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
101 288.041 Sol ar energy industry; legislative findings and

102| policy; pronotional activities.--

103 (3) Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards shall assi st
104| in the expansion of the solar energy industry in this state.
105| Such efforts shall be undertaken in cooperation with the

106| Departnent of Environnental Protection Community-Alfairs, the
107| Florida Solar Energy Center, and the Florida Sol ar Energy

108| Industries Association, and shall include:

109 (a) Providing assistance and support to new and exi sting

110| photovoltaic conpanies, with special enphasis on attracting one
111| or nore manufacturers of photovoltaic products to |ocate within
112| this state.

113 (b) Sponsoring initiatives which aid and take ful

114| advantage of the export market potential of solar technol ogies.
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115 (c) Informng the business sector of this state about

116| opportunities for cost-effective commercial applications of

117| sol ar technol ogi es.

118 (d) Encouragi ng enpl oynent of residents of this state by
119| sol ar energy conpani es.

120 (e) Retaining existing solar energy conpani es and

121| supporting their expansion efforts in this state.

122 (f) Supporting the pronotion of solar energy by sponsoring
123| workshops, semninars, conferences, and educational prograns on

124| the benefits of solar energy.

125 (g) Recogni zi ng outstandi ng devel opnents and achi evenents
126 in, and contributions to, the solar energy industry.
127 (h) Collecting and di ssem nating solar energy information

128| relevant to the pronotion of solar energy applications.

129 (1) Enlisting the support of persons, civic groups, the
130| solar energy industry, and other organizations to pronote and
131| inprove solar energy products and services.

132 (4) The Departnent of Environnmental Protection shall also

133| pronote projects that denonstrate viable applications of solar
134| technol ogy which may include, but shall not be Iimted to:

135| irrigation and stock watering, process heat for dairy and citrus
136| operations, aquacul ture, hydroponics, horticulture, waste

137| detoxification, and other neans of neeting the energy needs of
138| the agricultural industry.

139 (5) By January 15 of each year, the Departnent of

140| Environnental Protection Community—AHai+s shall report to the
141| CGovernor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

142| House of Representatives on the inpact of the solar energy

143| industry on the econony of this state and shall nake any
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144| recommendations on initiatives to further pronote the solar

145| energy industry as the departnent deens appropri ate.

146 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 288.95155, Florida
147| Statutes, is anended to read:
148 288.95155 Florida Small Business Technol ogy G ow h

149| Program - -

150 (2) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall establish a separate
151| small business technol ogy growth account in the Florida

152| Technol ogy Research I nvestnent Fund for purposes of this

153| section. Mneys in the account shall consist of appropriations
154| by the Legislature, proceeds of any collateral used to secure
155 such assistance, transfers, fees assessed for providing or

156| processing such financial assistance, grants, interest earnings,

157| and earnings on financial assistance—anrd—-any—roneys—transferred

158 a Ne—a allila aly ava bepba asaVa a &aYaaaalla v A - aVaa a¥a

159 : , W : gy
160| projeets.

161 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 377.602, Florida
162| Statutes, is anended to read:

163 377.602 Definitions.--As used in ss. 377.601-377.608:
164 (2) "Departnent"” neans the Departnent of Environnental
165| Protection ComunityAffairs.

166 Section 8. Section 377.603, Florida Statutes, is anmended
167| to read:

168 377.603 Energy data collection; powers and duties of the
169| Departnent of Environnental Protection CommunityAflfairs. --
170 (1) The departnent shall collect data on the extraction,

171| production, inportation, exportation, refinenent,

172| transportation, transm ssion, conversion, storage, sale, or
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173| reserves of energy resources in this state in an efficient and

174| expeditious manner.

175 (2) The departnent shall prepare periodic reports of

176| energy data it collects.

177 (3) The departnent shall prescribe and furnish forns for
178| the collection of information as required by ss. 377.601-377.608
179| and shall consult with other state entities to assure that such
180| data collected will neet their data requirenents.

181 (4) The departnment nay adopt and promul gate such rul es and
182| regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of ss.
183| 377.601-377.608. Such rules shall be pursuant to chapter 120.
184 (5) The departnent shall maintain internal validation

185| procedures to assure the accuracy of information received.

186 Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 377.701, Florida
187| Statutes, is anended to read:

188 377.701 Petroleumallocation. --

189 (1) The Departnent of Environnental Protection Community

190| AHairs shall assunme the state's role in petroleum allocation
191| and conservation, including the devel opnent of a fair and

192| equitable petroleum plan. The departnent shall constitute the
193| responsible state agency for perform ng the functions of any
194| federal programdelegated to the state, which relates to

195| petrol eum supply, demand, and all ocati on.

196 Section 10. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 377.703,
197| Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:
198 377.703 Additional functions of the Departnent of

199 Environnental Protection Community—AHalrs; energy energency
200| contingency plan; federal and state conservation prograns. --
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201 (3) DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON COMMUNIY

202| AFFALRS; DUTIES. - - The Departnent of Environnental Protection
203| Community—Ablfairs shall, in addition to assum ng the duties and
204| responsibilities provided by ss. 20.255 20318 and 377. 701,

205| performthe follow ng functions consistent with the devel opnent

206| of a state energy policy:

207 (a) The departnent shall assune the responsibility for
208| devel opnment of an energy energency contingency plan to respond
209| to serious shortages of primary and secondary energy sources.
210| Upon a finding by the Governor, inplenentation of any energency
211| program shall be upon order of the Governor that a particul ar
212| kind or type of fuel is, or that the occurrence of an event

213| which is reasonably expected within 30 days will make the fuel,
214| in short supply. The departnment shall then respond by

215| instituting the appropriate neasures of the contingency plan to
216| neet the given energency or energy shortage. The Governor may
217| wutilize the provisions of s. 252.36(5) to carry out any

218| energency actions required by a serious shortage of energy

219| sources.

220 (b) The departnent shall constitute the responsible state
221| agency for perform ng or coordinating the functions of any

222| federal energy prograns delegated to the state, including energy
223| supply, demand, conservation, or allocation.

224 (c) The department shall analyze present and proposed

225| federal energy prograns and make recommendati ons regardi ng those
226| prograns to the Governor

227 (d) The departnent shall coordinate efforts to seek

228| federal support or other support for state energy activities,

229| including energy conservation, research, or devel opnent, and
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230| shall be the state agency responsible for the coordination of

231| nultiagency energy conservation prograns and pl ans.

232 (e) The departnment shall analyze energy data coll ected and
233| prepare long-range forecasts of energy supply and demand in

234| coordination with the Florida Public Service Comm ssion, which
235| shall have responsibility for electricity and natural gas

236| forecasts. To this end, the forecasts shall contain:

237 1. An analysis of the relationship of state economc

238| growth and devel opnent to energy supply and denmand, i ncl uding
239| the constraints to economc growh resulting fromenergy supply
240| constraints.

241 2. Plans for the devel opnent of renewabl e energy resources
242| and reduction in dependence on depl etabl e energy resources,

243| particularly oil and natural gas, and an anal ysis of the extent
244| to which renewabl e energy sources are being utilized in the

245| state.

246 3. Consideration of alternative scenarios of statew de
247| energy supply and demand for 5, 10, and 20 years, to identify
248| strategies for |ong-range action, including identification of
249| potential social, economc, and environnental effects.

250 4. An assessnent of the state's energy resources,

251 including exam nation of the availability of commercially

252| devel opable and inmported fuels, and an analysis of anticipated
253| effects on the state's environnment and social services resulting
254| from energy resource devel opnent activities or from energy

255| supply constraints, or both.

256 (f) The departnent shall neke a report, as requested by
257| the Governor or the Legislature, reflecting its activities and

258| nmking recommendati ons of policies for inprovenent of the
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259| state's response to energy supply and denmand and its effect on

260| the health, safety, and welfare of the people of Florida. The
261| report shall include a report fromthe Florida Public Service
262| Conmi ssion on electricity and natural gas and information on
263| energy conservation prograns conducted and under way in the past
264| year and shall include recomendations for energy conservation
265| prograns for the state, including, but not limted to, the

266| follow ng factors:

267 1. Formulation of specific recommendations for inprovenent
268| in the efficiency of energy utilization in governmental,

269| residential, comercial, industrial, and transportation sectors.
270 2. Collection and dissem nation of information relating to
271| energy conservation.

272 3. Devel oprment and conduct of educational and training

273| progranms relating to energy conservation.

274 4. An analysis of the ways in which state agencies are
275| seeking to inplenment s. 377.601(4), the state energy policy, and
276| recommendations for better fulfilling this policy.

277 (g) The department has authority to adopt rul es pursuant
278| to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplement the provisions of this
279| act.

280 (h) The departnent shall pronote the devel opnment and use

281| of renewabl e energy resources, in conformance with the

282| provisions of chapter 187 and s. 377.601, by:

283 1. Establishing goals and strategies for increasing the
284| use of solar energy in this state.

285 2. A ding and pronoting the comrercialization of solar
286| energy technol ogy, in cooperation with the Florida Sol ar Energy

287| Center, Enterprise Florida, Inc., and any other federal, state,
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288| or local governmental agency which nmay seek to pronote research

289| devel opnent, and denonstration of solar energy equi pnent and
290| technol ogy.

291 3. ldentifying barriers to greater use of solar energy
292| systens in this state, and devel opi ng specific reconmendati ons
293| for overcomng identified barriers, with findings and

294| recomendations to be submtted annually in the report to the
295| Legislature required under paragraph (f).

296 4. I n cooperation with the Departnent of Transportation,

297| the Departnent of Community Affairs, Enterprise Florida, Inc.,

298| the Florida Sol ar Energy Center, and the Florida Sol ar Energy
299| Industries Association, investigating opportunities, pursuant to
300( the National Energy Policy Act of 1992 and the Housing and

301 Community Devel oprment Act of 1992, for solar electric vehicles
302 and other solar energy manufacturing, distribution,

303| installation, and financing efforts which will enhance this

304| state's position as the |eader in solar energy research,

305| devel opnent, and use.

306 5. Undertaking other initiatives to advance the

307| devel opnent and use of renewabl e energy resources in this state.
308
309| In the exercise of its responsibilities under this paragraph,
310| the departnent shall seek the assistance of the solar energy
311| industry in this state and other interested parties and is
312| authorized to enter into contracts, retain professional

313| consulting services, and expend funds appropriated by the

314| Legislature for such purposes.

315 (1) The departnent shall pronote energy conservation in

316| all energy use sectors throughout the state and shall constitute
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317| the state agency primarily responsible for this function. To

318| this end, the departnent shall coordinate the energy

319| conservation prograns of all state agencies and review and

320 comment on the energy conservation prograns of all state

321| agenci es.

322 (j) The departnment shall serve as the state clearinghouse
323| for indexing and gathering all information related to energy
324| prograns in state universities, in private universities, in

325| federal, state, and |ocal government agencies, and in private
326| industry and shall prepare and distribute such information in
327| any manner necessary to informand advise the citizens of the
328| state of such prograns and activities. This shall include

329| devel oping and maintaining a current index and profile of al

330| research activities, which shall be identified by energy area
331| and may include a sunmary of the project, the anmpbunt and sources
332| of funding, anticipated conpletion dates, or, in case of

333| conpl eted research, conclusions, recommendations, and

334| applicability to state governnment and private sector functions.
335 The departnment shall coordinate, pronote, and respond to efforts
336| by all sectors of the econony to seek financial support for

337| energy activities. The departnent shall provide infornmation to
338| consuners regarding the anticipated energy-use and energy-savi ng
339| characteristics of products and services in coordination with
340 any federal, state, or |ocal governnental agencies as nay

341| provide such information to consuners.

342 (k) The departnent shall coordinate energy-rel ated

343| progranms of state governnent, including, but not limted to, the
344| progranms provided in this section. To this end, the departnent
345| shall:
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346 1. Provide assistance to other state agencies, counties,

347| municipalities, and regional planning agencies to further and
348| pronote their energy planning activities.

349 2. Require, in cooperation with the Departnment of

350 Managenent Services, all state agencies to operate state-owned
351| and state-leased buildings in accordance w th energy

352| conservation standards as adopted by the Departnment of

353| Managenent Services. Every 3 nonths, the Departnent of

354 Managenent Services shall furnish the departnment data on

355| agencies' energy consunption in a format nutually agreed upon by
356 the two departnents.

357 3. Pronote the devel opnent and use of renewabl e energy
358| resources, energy efficiency technol ogi es, and conservation

359| neasures.

360 4. Pronote the recovery of energy from wastes, including,
361| but not l[imted to, the use of waste heat, the use of

362| agricultural products as a source of energy, and recycling of
363 manufactured products. Such pronotion shall be conducted in

364| conjunction with, and after consultation with, theDepartrnent—of
365| Environnental Protection— the Florida Public Service Conmm ssion
366| where electrical generation or natural gas is involved~ and any
367| other relevant federal, state, or |ocal governnental agency

368| having responsibility for resource recovery prograns.

369 (1) The departnent shall devel op, coordinate, and pronote
370| a conprehensive research plan for state prograns. Such plan

371| shall be consistent with state energy policy and shall be

372| updated on a biennial basis.

373 (m In recognition of the devastation to the econony of

374| this state and the dangers to the health and wel fare of
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375| residents of this state caused by Hurricane Andrew, and the

376| potential for such inpacts caused by other natural disasters,
377| the departnent shall include in its energy enmergency contingency
378 plan and provide to the Departnent of Community Affairs for

379| inclusion in the state nodel energy efficiency building code
380| specific provisions to facilitate the use of cost-effective

381| solar energy technol ogi es as energency renedi al and preventive
382 measures for providing electric power, street lighting, and

383 water heating service in the event of electric power outages.
384 (4) The departnent shall be responsible for the

385| administration of the Coastal Energy |npact Program provided for
386| and described in Pub. L. No. 94-370, 16 U S.C. s. 1456a and is
387| authorized to adopt rules to inplenent the program

388 Section 11. Section 403.42, Florida Statutes, is anended
389| to read:

390 403.42 Florida Cean Fuel Act.--

391 (1) POPULAR NAME SHORF—TH-FLE AND PURPCSE. - -

392 (a) This section shall be known by the popul ar nane may—be
393| eitedas the "Florida Cean Fuel Act."

394 (b) The purposes of this act are to establish the C ean

395 Fuel Florida Advisory Board under the Departnent of
396| Environnental Protection Commnity—AHfal+s to study the

397 inplenentation of alternative fuel vehicles and to fornulate and
398| provide to the Secretary of Environnental Protection Cormunity
399 AHal+rs recommendati ons on expanding the use of alternative fuel

400| vehicles in this state and nmake funding avail able for
401| inplenentation
402 (2) DEFINITIONS. --For purposes of this act:
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403 (a) "Alternative fuels" include electricity, biodiesel

404| natural gas, propane, and any other fuel that nay be deened
405| appropriate in the future by the Departnent of Environnental
406| Protection Community-AHai+s with guidance fromthe C ean Fuel
407| Florida Advi sory Board.

408 (b) "Alternative fuel vehicles" include on-road and off-

409| road transportation vehicles and |ight-duty, nediumduty, and
410| heavy-duty vehicles that are powered by an alternative fuel or a

411| conbination of alternative fuels.

412 (3) CLEAN FUEL FLORI DA ADVI SORY BQARD ESTABLI SHED;
413| MEMBERSHI P; DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -
414 (a) The dean Fuel Florida Advisory Board is established

415| within the Departnent of Environnental Protection Comrunity

416| Atfairs.

417 (b)1. The advisory board shall consist of the-Seeretary of
418 GCommunity-Affairs.—ora-designee fromthat department, the

419| Secretary of Environnmental Protection, or a designee fromthat

420| departnent, the Conm ssioner of Education, or a designee from
421| that departnment, the Secretary of Transportation, or a designee
422| fromthat departnent, the Conm ssioner of Agriculture, or a

423| designee fromthe Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

424| Services, the Secretary of Managenent Services, or a designee
425| fromthat departnent, and a representative of each of the

426| follow ng, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of

427| Environnental Protection Community Arfairs—wthin 30 daysafter
428| the effective date of thisaet:

429 a. The Florida biodiesel industry.

430 b. The Florida electric utility industry.

431 c. The Florida natural gas industry.
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432 d. The Florida propane gas industry.
433 e. An autonobile manufacturers' association.
434 f. A Florida Clean Cities Coalition designated by the
435| United States Departnent of Energy.
436 g. Enterprise Florida, Inc.
437 h. EV Ready Broward.
438 i. The Florida petroleumindustry.
439 j. The Florida League of Cities.
440 k. The Florida Association of Counti es.
441 . Floridians for Better Transportation.
442 m A notor vehicle manufacturer.
443 n. Florida Local Environnment Resource Agenci es.
444 0. Project for an Energy Efficient Florida.
445 p. Florida Transportation Buil ders Associ ati on.
446 2. The purpose of the advisory board is to serve as a

447| resource for the departnment and to provide the Governor, the
448| Legislature, and the Secretary of Environnental Protection

449 | Community—AHal+s with private sector and other public agency
450| perspectives on achieving the goal of increasing the use of

451| alternative fuel vehicles in this state.

452 3. Menbers shall be appointed to serve ternms of 1 year
453| each, with reappointnent at the discretion of the Secretary of
454| Environnental Protection Community—-AHfalrs. Vacancies shall be

455| filled for the renmainder of the unexpired termin the sane

456| manner as the original appointnent.
457 4. The board shall annually select a chairperson
458 5.a. The board shall neet at | east once each quarter or

459| nore often at the call of the chairperson or the Secretary of

460| Environnental Protection Community—AHalrs.
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461 b. Meetings are exenpt fromthe notice requirenments of

462| chapter 120, and sufficient notice shall be given to afford
463| interested persons reasonable notice under the circunstances.
464 6. Menbers of the board are entitled to travel expenses

465| while engaged in the performance of board duti es.

466 7—The board -shall termnate 5 years after the effective
467| dateof this act—
468 (c) The board shall review the performance of the state

469| with reference to alternative fuel vehicle inplenmentation in
470 conplying with federal |aws and nmaxi m zi ng avail abl e federal
471| funding and may:

472 1. Advise the Governor, Legislature, and the Secretary of

473| Environnental Protection Community-AHalrs and nake

474| recomrendations regarding i nplenmentation and use of alternative

475| fuel vehicles in this state.

476 2. ldentify potential inprovenents in this act and the
477| state's alternative fuel policies.

478 3. Request fromall state agencies any information the
479| board determ nes relevant to board duties.

480 4. Regularly report to the Secretary of Environnental

481| Protection Community—AHalrs, the Governor, the President of the

482| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

483| regarding the board's findings and recomendati ons.
484 (d)1. The advisory board shal | —wthin2120days—afterits
485| #H+rst—meeting— nmake recommendations to the Departnent of

486| Environnental Protection Community—AHal+s for establishing

487| pilot progranms in this state that provide experience and support

488| the best use expansion of the alternative fuel vehicle industry
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489| in this state. No funds shall be released for a project unless

490| there is at least a 50-percent private or |ocal match.

491 2. In addition to the pilot progranms, the advisory board
492| shall assess federal, state, and local initiatives to identify
493| incentives that encourage successful alternative fuel vehicle
494| programs; obstacles to alternative fuel vehicle use including
495| legislative, regulatory, and econom c obstacles; and prograns
496| that educate and informthe public about alternative fue

497| vehicles.

498 3. The advisory board is charged with determ ning a

499| reasonable, fair, and equitable way to address current notor
500| fuel taxes as they apply to alternative fuels and at what

501| threshold of market penetration.

502 4. Based on its findings, the advisory board shall devel op
503 recommendations to the Legislature on future alternative fuel
504| vehicle prograns and | egi sl ative changes that provide the best
505 wuse of state and other resources to enhance the alternative fuel
506| vehicle market in this state and maxi m ze the return on that
507 investnment in ternms of job creation, econoni c devel opnent, and
508| em ssions reduction.

509 (e) The advisory board, working with the Departnent of
510| Environnental Protection Communrity—AHal+s, shall develop a

511| budget for the departnent's approval, and all expenditures shal

512| be approved by the departnent. At the conclusion of the first
513| vyear, the departnent shall conduct an audit of the board and
514| board prograns.

515 Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 420.36, Florida
516| Statutes, is anended to read:
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517 420. 36 Low i ncone Energency Home Repair Program--There is

518| established within the Departnent of Conmmunity Affairs the Low
519| inconme Enmergency Hone Repair Programto assist |ow-incone

520| persons, especially the elderly and physically disabled, in

521| making energency repairs which directly affect their health and
522| safety.

523 (4)(a) Funds appropriated to the departnent for the

524| program shall be deposited in the State Housi ng Energy

525| GConsuaption Trust Fund. Adninistrative and personnel costs

526| incurred by the departnent in inplenenting the provisions of

527| this section may be paid fromthe fund.

528 (b) The grantee nmay subgrant these funds to a subgrantee
529| if the grantee is unable to serve all of the county or the

530| target population. G antee and subgrantee eligibility shall be
531| determ ned by the departnent.

532 (c) Funds shall be distributed to grantees and subgrant ees
533| as follows:

534 1. For each county, a base anopunt of at |east $3,000 shal
535| be set aside fromthe total funds avail able, and such anount

536| shall be deducted fromthe total anount appropriated by the

537| Legislature.

538 2. The bal ance of the funds appropriated by the

539| Legislature shall be divided by the total poverty popul ati on of
540 the state, and this quotient shall be nultiplied by each

541| county's share of the poverty popul ati on. That anmount plus the
542| base of at |east $3,000 shall constitute each county's share. A
543| grantee which serves nore than one county shall receive the base
544| anount plus the poverty popul ati on share for each county to be

545| served. Contracts with grantees may be renewed annually.
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546 3. The funds allocated to each county shall be offered

547| first to an existing weatherization assistance program grantee
548| in good standing, as determ ned by the departnent, that can

549| provide services to the target popul ation of |owincome persons,
550| lowincone elderly persons, and | ow-i ncone physically disabled
551| persons throughout the county.

552 4. |If a weatherization assistance programgrantee i s not
553| available to serve the entire county area, the funds shall be
554| distributed through the foll ow ng process:

555 a. An announcenent of funding availability shall be

556| provided to the county. The county may elect to adm nister the
557| program

558 b. If the county elects not to adm nister the program the
559 departnment shall establish rules to address the sel ection of one
560| or nore public or private not-for-profit agencies that are

561| experienced in weatherization, rehabilitation, or energency

562| repair to adm nister the program

563 5. If no eligible agency agrees to serve a county, the
564| funds for that county shall be distributed to grantees having
565 the best performance record as determ ned by departnent rule. At
566 the end of the contract year, any uncontracted or unexpended

567| funds shall be returned to the State Housi hg Erergy—Conrsunption

568| Trust Fund and real |l ocated under the next year's contracting

569| cycle.

570 Section 13. The Affordabl e Housi ng Catal yst Program as
571| authorized and governed by s. 420.606, Florida Statutes, is
572| transferred by a type two transfer, as defined in s. 20.06(2),

573| Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnment of Community Affairs to

574| the Florida Housing Finance Corporation. Notw thstanding s.
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575| 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, trust funds associated with this

576 programshall remain within the Departnment of Community Affairs.

577 Section 14. Subsections (42) and (43) are added to section
578| 420.507, Florida Statutes, to read:
579 420. 507 Powers of the corporation.--The corporation shall

580 have all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and
581| effectuate the purposes and provisions of this part, including
582 the follow ng powers which are in addition to all other powers
583| granted by other provisions of this part:

584 (42) To provide information, assistance, and facilities
585| needed by the Affordabl e Housi ng Study Commr ssion.

586 (43) To devel op and adm nister the Affordabl e Housi ng

587| Catal yst Program under s. 420.531.

588 Section 15. Section 420.531, Florida Statutes, is created
589| to read:

590 420.531 Affordabl e Housi ng Catal yst Program --The

591| corporation shall operate the Affordabl e Housi ng Catal yst

592| Program for the purpose of securing the expertise necessary to

593| provide specialized technical support to | ocal governnents and

594 community-based organi zations to i nplenent the HOVE | nvest nent

595| Partnership Program State Housing Initiatives Partnership

596 Program and ot her affordabl e housing progranms. To the maxi num

597| extent feasible, the entity to provide the necessary expertise

598| nust be recogni zed by the Internal Revenue Service as a

599 nonprofit tax-exenpt organization. It nust have as its prinary

600 m ssion the provision of affordable housing training and

601| technical assistance, an ability to provide training and

602| technical assistance statewide, and a proven track record of

603| successfully providing training and techni cal assistance under
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604| the Affordabl e Housi ng Catal yst Program The technical support

605| shall, at a mninmum include training relating to the follow ng

606| key elenents of the partnership prograns:

607 (1) Formation of |ocal and regi onal housi ng partnerships

608| as a neans of bringing together resources to provide affordabl e

609( housi ng.
610 (2) Inplenentation of regulatory reforns to reduce the

611| risk and cost of devel opi ng affordabl e housi ng.

612 (3) Inplenentation of affordable housing progranms included

613| in local governnent conprehensive pl ans.

614 (4) Conpliance with requirenents of federally funded

615| housing prograns.
616 Section 16. Subsection (8) of section 420.6015, Florida

617| Statutes, is anended to read:

618 420. 6015 Legislative findings.--1n addition to the

619| findings and declarations in ss. 420.0002, 420.502, 421.02,
620 422.02, and 423.01, which are hereby reaffirned, the Legislature
621| finds that:

622 (8) Through-the Affordable Housing Catalyst—Program-and
623| ether—program-and-statf resources,- The departnment shal

624| facilitate the nobilization of public and private resources to
625| provide affordable housing through its responsibilities in the
626| areas of housing, conprehensive planning, and conmunity

627| assistance.

628 Section 17. Subsection (3) of section 420.606, Florida
629| Statutes, is anended to read:

630 420. 606 Trai ning and technical assistance program --

631 (3) TRAINING AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAM - - The

632| Department of Community Affairs shall be responsible for
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633| securing the necessary expertise to provide training and

634| technical assistance to staff of |ocal governnents, to staff of
635| state agencies, as appropriate, and to conmunity-based

636| organizations, and to persons form ng such organi zations, which
637| are formed for the purpose of devel opi ng new housi ng and

638| rehabilitating existing housing which is affordable for very-
639 | owincone persons, |owincone persons, and noderate-incone

640| persons. To the maxi numextent feasible, the entity to provide
641| the necessary expertise nmust be recognized by the Internal

642| Revenue Service as a nonprofit tax-exenpt organization. It nust
643| have as its primary mssion the provision of affordable housing
644| training and technical assistance; an ability to provide

645| training and technical assistance statew de; and a proven track
646| record of successfully providing training and technical

647| assistance uvnder—the Atfordable HousingGCatalyst Program

648 (a) The training conponent of the program shall be

649| designed to build the housing devel opnent capacity of comunity-
650| based organi zati ons and | ocal governments as a permanent

651| resource for the benefit of conmunities in this state,.

652 1. The scope of training shall include, but not be |imted
653| to, real estate devel opnent skills related to affordable

654| housing, including the construction process and property

655| managenent and di sposition, the devel opnent of public-private
656| partnerships to reduce housing costs, nodel housing projects,
657| and managenent and board responsibilities of comrunity-based
658| organizations.

659 2. Training activities may include, but are not limted

660| to, materials for self-instruction, workshops, sem nars,

Page 23 of 25

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1857, Engrossed 1 2004
661| internships, coursewrk, and special prograns devel oped in

662| conjunction with state universities and community col |l eges.
663 (b) The technical assistance conponent of the program
664| shall be designed to assist applicants for state-adm nistered
665| prograns in devel oping applications and in expediting project
666| inplenentation. Technical assistance activities for the staffs
667| of community-based organi zati ons and | ocal governnents who are
668| directly involved in the production of affordable housi ng may
669| include, but are not limted to, workshops for program

670| applicants, onsite visits, guidance in achieving project

671| conpletion, and a newsletter to comunity-based organi zati ons
672| and |l ocal governnents.

673
674 Alfordable Housing GCatalystProgramto-be responsible for
675 . . . . . .
676
677
678
679

680 - Lati he follow I I oY
681| partnership-prograns-

682 1. The formationof localand regionalhousing

683| partnerships—as—anmeans—of bringing together resourcesto
684 | provide-affordable-housing—

685 2—The inplemrentationof regulatory refornmsto reduce the
686| risk-and-cost of developingaffordable housing—
687 3— Theinplenentationof affordable-housing prograns

688| rncludedintocalgovernment conprehensive plans—
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689 4. The conpliancewth requirenents—of federally funded
690| housingprograns—
691 Section 18. Subsection (3) of section 420.609, Florida
692| Statutes, is anended to read:
693 420. 609 Affordabl e Housing Study Conm ssion. --Because the

694| Legislature firmy supports affordable housing in Florida for
695| all econom c cl asses:

696 (3) The departwent—and—the corporation shall supply such
697| information, assistance, and facilities as are deened necessary
698| for the comm ssion to carry out its duties under this section
699| and shall provide such staff assistance as is necessary for the
700| performance of required clerical and adm nistrative functions of
701| the comm ssion.

702 Section 19. Subsection (7) of section 420.9075, Florida
703| Statutes, is anended to read:

704 420. 9075 Local housing assistance plans; partnerships. --
705 (7) Pursuant to s. 420.531 420606, the corporation shall
706| provide technical assistance to |ocal governnents regarding the
707| creation of partnerships, the design of |ocal housing assistance
708| strategies, the inplenentation of |ocal housing incentive

709| strategies, and the provision of support services.

710 Section 20. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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