F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1917 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to class size reduction; anending s.

3 1003.03, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

4 deternmination of class size averages; providing for

5 reversal of class size reduction operating categorica

6 transfers under certain circunstances; anending s.

7 1003.429, F.S.; revising course requirenents in the

8 col | ege preparatory accel erated hi gh school graduation

9 program revising course requirements in the career
10 preparatory accel erated hi gh school graduation program
11 provi ding students already participating in an accel erated
12 graduation programthe right to continue in the current
13 program establishing requirements for selection of
14 accel erated graduation options; requiring districts to
15 establish a policy for extending the deadline for certain
16 students to choose an accel erated graduati on option;
17 aut hori zing use of alternate assessnents; revising
18 requi rements for grades that nust be earned to participate
19 in the accel erated graduati on program requiring schools
20 to provide specific notices to students and parents if, at
21 the end of the grade 10, the student is not on track to
22 graduate; specifying certain situations in which a student
23 shall be noved froma 3-year to a 4-year graduation
24 program anending s. 1003.43, F.S., relating to general
25 requi rements for high school graduation; authorizing use
26 of alternate assessnents; anmending s. 1008.22, F.S.;
27 aut hori zing the SAT and the ACT as alternate assessnents
28 for the grade 10 FCAT for students entering a Florida
29 public school in grade 11 or grade 12 and for students who
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30 have exhausted all attenpts to pass the grade 10 FCAT
31 del eting obsol ete | anguage; anending s. 1013.735, F. S ;
32 nodi fying the fornmula for the allocation of funds fromthe
33 Cl assroonms for Kids appropriation; providing an effective
34 dat e.

35
36| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
37
38 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) and paragraph

39| (a) of subsection (4) of section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, are

40| anended to read:

41 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. --
42 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -
43 (c) The Department of Education shall annually calcul ate

44| each of the three average cl ass size nmeasures defined in

45| paragraphs (a) and (b) based upon the Cctober student nenbership
46| survey. For purposes of determ ning the baseline fromwhich each
47| district's average class size nust be reduced for the 2003-2004
48| school year, the departnment shall use data fromthe February

49| 2003 student nenbership survey updated to include classroom

50| identification nunbers as required by the departnment. Begi nning
51| in the 2004- 2005 school year, if the actual student nenbership
52| in the Cctober survey exceeds the student nenbership estinate

53| included in the Florida Educati on Finance Programfirst

54| calculation, the maxi num student nenbership enroll nment used in

55| determ ning the October class size averages shall be the student

56| nmenbership estinate included in the Florida Educati on Fi nance

57| Programfirst cal cul ation.
58 (4) ACCOUNTABI LITY. --
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59 (a) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, if the

60| departnent determ nes for any year that a school district has
61| not reduced average class size as required in subsection (2) at
62| the tinme of the third FEFP cal cul ati on, the departnent shal

63| calculate an ambunt fromthe class size reduction operating

64| categorical which is proportionate to the anmount of class size
65| reduction not acconplished. Upon verification of the

66| departnent’'s calculation by the Florida Education Finance

67| Program Appropriation Allocation Conference, the Executive

68| O fice of the Governor shall transfer undistributed funds

69| equivalent to the cal cul ated anount fromthe district's class
70| size reduction operating categorical to an approved fi xed

71| capital outlay appropriation for class size reduction in the
72| affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13). The anount of

73| funds transferred shall be the | esser of the anount verified by
74| the Florida Education Fi nance Program Appropriation Allocation
75| Conference or the undistributed balance of the district's class
76| size reduction operating categorical. However, based upon a

77| recommendation by the Conm ssioner of Education that the State
78| Board of Education has reviewed evidence indicating that a

79| district has been unable to neet class size reduction

80| requirenents despite appropriate effort to do so, the

81| Legislative Budget Conm ssion nmay approve an alternative anount
82| of funds to be transferred fromthe district's class size

83| reduction operating categorical to its approved fixed capital

84| outlay account for class size reduction. Beginning in the 2004-

85| 2005 school year, a district that fully achieves the required

86| class size averages when conpared to the February 2003 baseline

87| student nenbership survey shall be eligi ble for a reversal of
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88| the prior year class size reduction operating categorical

89| transfer that resulted fromits inability to achieve the

90| required class size averages as required in subsection (2).

91 Section 2. Section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, is anmended
92| to read:

93 1003. 429 Accel erated high school graduation options. --

94 (1) Students who enter grade 9 in the 2004-2005 school

95| year Beginning—wththe 2003-2004-—school—year—all—students
96| scheduledto—graduate—+n—2004 and thereafter nay sel ect one of

97| the follow ng three high school graduation options:

98 (a) Conpletion of the general requirenents for high school
99| graduation pursuant to s. 1003.43;

100 (b) Conpletion of a 3-year standard col |l ege preparatory
101| programrequiring successful conpletion of a mninmmof 18

102| academc credits in grades 9 through 12. At least 6 of the 18

103| credits required for conpletion of this program nust be received

104| in classes that are honors, dual enroll nent, advanced pl acenent,

105 | nternati onal Baccal aureate, Advanced International Certificate

106| of Education, specifically listed or identified by the

107| Departnment of Education as rigorous pursuant to s. 1009.531(3),

108 or weighted by the district school board for class ranking

109| purposes. The 18 credits required for conpletion of this program

110| shall be primary requirenents and shall be distributed as

111| foll ows:

112 1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
113| conposition and literature;

114 2. Three credits in mathematics at the Algebra | |evel or
115| higher fromthe list of courses that qualify for state

116| wuniversity adm ssion;

Page 4 of 11

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1917 2004
117 3. Three credits in natural science, two of which nust

118 have a | aboratory conponent;

119 4. Three credits in social sciences, which nust include

120 one credit in Anerican history, one credit in world history,

121| one-half credit in Arerican governnment, and one-half credit in

122| econonics;

123 5. Two credits in the sane second | anguage unl ess the
124| student is a native speaker of or can otherw se denonstrate
125| conpetency in a | anguage other than English. |If the student
126| denonstrates conpetency in another |anguage, the student may
127| replace the |anguage requirenment with two credits in other
128| academ c courses; and

129 6. Three credits in electives; or

130 (c) Conpletion of a 3-year career preparatory program
131| requiring successful conpletion of a m ninmum of 18 academ c
132| credits in grades 9 through 12. The 18 credits shall be prinmary
133| requirenents and shall be distributed as foll ows:

134 1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in

135| conposition and literature;

136 2. Three credits in mthematics, one of which nmust be
137| Algebra I;
138 3. Three credits in natural science, two of which nust

139| have a | aboratory conponent;

140 4. Three credits in social sciences, which nust include

141| one credit in Anerican history, one credit in world history,

142| one-half credit in Anerican governnent, and one-half credit in

143 economni cs;

144 5. Three 7w credits in a single vocational or career

145| education program three credits in career and technical
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146| certificate dual enroll nent courses, or five credits in

147| vocational or career education courses the-sanre—secondtanguage

148| wunlessthe student s a native speaker of or canotherwse
149 i '

150
151
152

153 6. Two Fhree credits in electives unless five credits are

154| earned pursuant to subparagraph 5.
155

156 Any student who sel ected an accel erated graduati on program

157| before July 1, 2004, may conti nue that program and al

158| statutory programrequirenents that were applicable when the

159| student nade the program choice shall remain applicable to the

160| student as |long as the student continues that program

161 (2) Prior to selecting a program described in paragraph

162| (1)(b) or paragraph (1)(c), the follow ng requirenents nust be
163( net:

164 (a) Designated school personnel shall neet with the

165| student and student's parent to give an explanation of the

166| relative requirenents, advantages, and di sadvantages of each

167| graduation option.

168 (b) The student shall submt to the high school principal

169 and gui dance counsel or a signed parental consent to enter the 3-

170| vyear accel erated graduation program
171 (c) The student shall have achieved at |east an FCAT

172| reading achi evenent |evel of 3, an FCAT nat hemati cs achi evenent

173| level of 3, and an FCAT Witing score of 3 on the nbst recent

174| assessnents taken by the student.
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175 (3)2 Beginning with the 2004- 2005 2003-2004 school year

176| each district school board shall provide each student in grades

177| 6 through 9 22 and their parents with infornmation concerning the

178| 3-year and 4-year high school graduation options listed in

179| subsection (1), including the respective curriculumrequirenents
180 for those options, so that wthecurriculumfor the students and
181| their parents nmay te select the postsecondary education or

182| career plan that best fits their needs. The infornmation eptiens
183| shall include a tinmeframe for achi eving each graduati on option.
184 (4)3)> Selection of one of the graduation options |isted
185| in subsection (1) nust be conpleted by the student prior to the

186 end of grade 9 and is exclusively up to the student and parent,_

187| subject to the requirenents in subsection (2). Each district

188 school board shall establish policies for extending this

189| deadline to the end of a student's first senester of grade 10

190 for a student who entered a Florida public school after grade 9

191| upon transfer froma private school or another state or who was

192| prevented from choosing a graduati on option due to illness

193| during grade 9. If the student and parent fail to select a

194| graduation option, the student shall be considered to have

195| selected the general requirenents for high school graduation
196| pursuant to paragraph (1)(a).

197 (54 District school boards shall not establish

198| requirenents for accel erated 3-year high school graduation

199| options in excess of the requirenents in paragraphs (1)(b) and
200 (c).

201 (6)£5) Students pursuing accelerated 3-year high schoo
202| graduation options pursuant to paragraph (1)(b) or paragraph
203| (1)(c) are required to:
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204 (a) Earn passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.

205| 1008.22(3)(c) or scores on a standardized test that are

206| concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
207| 1008.22(9).
208 (b)1l. Achieve a cunulative weighted grade point average of

209 3.0 26 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses

210| required for the coll ege preparatory bythe—chosen accel erated
211| 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to paragraph

2121 (1)(b); or

213 2. Achieve a cumul ative wei ghted grade point average of

214 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required

215| for the career preparatory accel erated 3-year hi gh school

216| graduation option pursuant to paragraph (1)(c).

217 (c) Receive a weighted or unwei ghted grade that earns at

218| least 3.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit

219| toward the 18 credits required for the coll ege preparatory

220| accel erated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to
221| paragraph (1)(b).

222 (d) Receive a weighted or unwei ght ed grade that earns at

223| least 2.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit

224 toward the 18 credits required for the career preparatory

225| accel erated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to
226| paragraph (1)(c).

227
228| Weighted grades referred to in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d)

229| shall be applied to those courses specifically |listed or

230| identified by the departnent as rigorous pursuant to s.
231| 1009.531(3) or weighted by the district school board for class

232| ranki ng purposes.
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233 (7) If, at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track

234| to neet the credit, assessnent, or grade-point-average

235| requirenments of the accel erated graduati on option sel ected, the

236| school shall notify the student and parent of the foll ow ng:

237 (a) The requirenents that the student is not currently
238| neeting.
239 (b) The specific performance necessary in grade 11 for the

240| student to neet the accel erated graduati on requirenents.

241 (c) The right of the student to change to the 4-year
242| programset forth in s. 1003.43.
243 (8) A student who sel ected one of the accel erated 3-year

244| graduation options shall automatically nove to the 4-year
245| programset forth in s. 1003.43 if the student:

246 (a) Exercises his or her right to change to the 4-year

247| program

248 (b) Fails to earn 5 credits by the end of grade 9 or fails
249| to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10;

250 (c) Does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade
251| 10 FCAT Witing assessnment; or

252 (d) By the end of grade 11 does not neet the requirenents
253| of subsections (1) and (6).

254 (9)66)> A student who neets all requirenments prescribed in

255| subsections (1) and (6)5) shall be awarded a standard di pl oma
256| in a formprescribed by the State Board of Educati on.

257 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section

258| 1003.43, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

259 1003.43 GCeneral requirenents for high school graduation.--
260 (5) Each district school board shall establish standards

261| for graduation fromits schools, and these standards nust
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262| include:

263 (a) Earning passing scores on the FCAT, as defined in s.
264| 1008.22(3)(c) or scores on a standardi zed test that are

265| concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
266| 1008.22(9).
267

268| The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent

269| nodifications, shall be reprinted in the Florida Adm nistrative
270| Code even though not defined as "rules.™

271 Section 4. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida

272| Statutes, is anended to read:

273 1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public schools. --
274 (9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - - Any st udent who

275| enters a Florida public school at the el eventh grade or the

276| twelfth grade or any student who has exhausted all of his or her
277| attenpts to pass the grade 10 FCAT and FheComv-ssioner—of

278| Education shall determne the conparable validity of other

279 . . _ . 1 ’

280 ; ; ;

281| wmHtary—tH such tests are deenmedto be validand reliable

282| measures—the comm-ssioner—shall approve the use of such tests
283 as—alternate-assessnentsto-the grade 10 FCAT for the 2002-2003

284| schoolyear—Students who attains attain scores on the SAT or
285| the ACT that are concordant with eguate—to the passing scores on

286| the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation enr—any
287| ef—+the—-approvedalternative—assessnaents shall satisfy the

288| assessnent requirenent for a standard hi gh school diplonma as
289| provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a) or s. 1003.43(5)(a) fer—the2002-

290| 2003-school—year—graduatingclass—Priorto-the applicationof
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291| these-alternative-assessaentsin-subsequent—school—years—the
292| Legislature shall review the continued use of these alternative
293| tests.

294 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 1013.735, Florida
295| Statutes, is anended to read:

296 1013.735 dassroons for Kids Program --

297 (1) ALLCCATION.--The departnent shall allocate funds

298| appropriated for the Cassroons for Kids Program It is the

299| intent of the Legislature that this program be adm ni stered as
300| nearly as practicable in the sane manner as the capital outlay
301| program authorized under s. 9(a), Art. XIl of the State

302| Constitution. Each district school board' s share of the annual
303| appropriation for the Cassroons for Kids Program nust be

304| calculated according to the follow ng formnul a:

305 (a) Twenty-five percent of the appropriation shall be

306| prorated to the districts based on each district's percentage of
307| K-12 base capital outlay full-tine equival ent nmenbership, and 65
308| percent shall be based on each district's percentage of K-12
309 growth capital outlay full-tinme equival ent menbership as

310| specified for the allocation of funds fromthe Public Education
311| Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund by s. 1013.64(3).

312 (b) Ten percent of the appropriation nmust be all ocated

313| anong district school boards according to the allocation fornula
314 in s. 1013.64(1)(a), excluding adult vocational technical

315| facilities.

316 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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