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Florida Senate - 2004 SM 1948
By Senator dary

4- 1540- 04
Senate Menorial No.
A nenorial to the Congress of the United
States, urging Congress to pass S. 1028 and its
conpanion bill HR 1734 to anmend the Public
Health Service Act to establish an Ofice of
Men's Health.

WHEREAS, mal e norbidity and nortality from preventabl e
causes is substantial, with significant and al arm ng
di sparities anmong subpopul ati ons of nmen based on race,
ethnicity, and soci oecononic status, and

WHEREAS, a silent health crisis is affecting the health
and wel | - bei ng of Anerican nen, and

WHEREAS, this health crisis is of particular concern to
nmen but is also a concern for wonen, especially those who have
f at hers, husbands, sons, and brothers, and

VWHEREAS, the National Center for Health Statistics has
shown that nmen have hi gher age-adjusted death rates than wonen
for each of the top 10 | eadi ng causes of death in the United
St ates, and

WHEREAS, nen are alnobst twice as likely as wonen to die
from heart disease, and the incidence of stroke is over 10
percent higher in nen than in wonen, and

WHEREAS, nen are 50 percent nore likely to die of
cancer than wonen, and

WHEREAS, the |ife expectancy gap between nmen and wonen
has steadily increased from1l year in 1920 to 5 1/2 years in
2000, and

WHEREAS, since wonen |ive longer and tend to marry nen
ol der than they are, seven out of ten "baby booni wonmen will
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outlive their husbands--many of whom can expect to be w dows
for 15 to 20 years, and

WHEREAS, conpared with nen, ol der wonen are three tines
nore likely to be living alone, are nearly twice as likely to
reside in a nursing hone, and are nore than twice as likely to
live in poverty, and

WHEREAS, nore than one-half the elderly w dows now
living in poverty were not poor before the death of their
husbands, and

WHEREAS, studies show that the huge health and
nortality disparity between nmen and wonen is due in part to a
| ack of awareness, poor health education, and the | ow nunber
of mal e-specific health prograns, and nmen are one-half as
likely as wonen to visit a doctor for regul ar physician
check-ups or to obtain preventative screening tests for
serious di seases, and

WHEREAS, nen's health is also a concern for enployers,
who | ose productive enpl oyees as well as pay the cost of
nmedi cal care, and

VHEREAS, nen's health is also a concern for federal and
state governnents and society which absorb the enornbus costs
of premature death and disability, including the costs of
caring for dependents |eft behind, and

WHEREAS, every state has forned a conmi ssion to address
wonen's issues or has established a wonen's heal th program
but only seven states have a conmission to address nen's
i ssues or a nen's health program and

WHEREAS, educating nen, their fanmlies, and health care
provi ders about the inportance of early detection of male
health problens can result in reducing rates of nortality of
nmal e-specific diseases as well as inproving the health of
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Anerica's nmen and its overall economc well-being, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Congress of the United States is requested to
support S. 1028 and H R 1734 anmending the Public Health
Service Act to establish an Ofice of Men's Health.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, to the
President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
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United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
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the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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