Florida Senate - 2004 SB 1968

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

34-1510- 04 See HB
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to child care facilities;
3 anending s. 402.281, F.S.; revising the
4 devel opnent of Gold Seal Quality Care program
5 standards; allowi ng the Departnent of Children
6 and Fam|ly Services to adopt standards and
7 procedures by rule; anmending s. 402.305, F. S
8 excluding certain child care personnel from
9 certain training requirenents; adding m ninmm
10 education requirenments for child care
11 personnel ; anending s. 402.313, F.S.; revising
12 information provided by famly day care hones
13 for registration; requiring operator
14 substitutes to conplete a specified course in
15 child care prior to caring for children
16 providing an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 402.281 GCold Seal Quality Care program --
23 (1) Child care facilities, large fanmly child care
24 | honmes, or fanily day care hones that are accredited by a
25 | nati onal nationatty—recogrized accrediting associ ati on whose
26 | standards and renewal requirenents substantially neet or
27 | exceed those of the National Association for the Education of
28 | Young Children (NAEYC), the National Association of Famly
29| Child Care, and the National Early Chil dhood Program
30 | Accreditation Conmission shall receive a separate "Gold Sea
31| Quality Care" designation to operate as a gold seal child care
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facility, large famly child care hone, or fanily day care
hone.

(2) In developing the Gold Seal Quality Care program
standards and approving the accrediting associations, the

departnent shall:
(a) Provide for a selection of high-quality

accrediting associations that adequately reflect the diversity

of the full range of child care providers while maintaining

the integrity and nmanageability of the program
(b) Consult with the Florida Partnership for Schoo
Readi ness, the Departnent of Education, the Florida Head Start

Directors Association, the Florida Association of Child Care
Managenent, the Florida Fanmily Day Care Association, the
Florida Children's Forum the State Coordi nating Council for
School Readi ness Prograns, the Early Chil dhood Associ ation of
Florida, the National Association for Child Devel opnent
Educati on, providers receiving exenptions under s. 402. 316,
and parents, for the purpose of approving the accrediting
associ ati ons.

(3) The departnent may, by rule, adopt standards and

procedures necessary for the inplenentation of the program

Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) and
subsection (3) of section 402.305, Florida Statutes, are
anended, and paragraph (g) is added to subsection (2) of that
section, to read

402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--

(2) PERSONNEL. --M ni nrum standards for child care
personnel shall include mninmmrequirenents as to:

(d) Mnimumtraining requirenents for child care
per sonnel
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1. Such mninmmstandards for training shall ensure
that all child care personnel take an approved 40-cl ock-hour
i ntroductory course in child care, which course covers at
| east the follow ng topic areas

a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. (bservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determine the child' s devel opnental age |evel.

f. Specialized areas, including conputer technol ogy
for professional and classroomuse and early literacy and
| anguage devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age,
as determ ned by the departnent, for owner-operators and child
care personnel of a child care facility.

Wthin 90 days after enploynent, child care personnel shal
begin training to neet the training requirenents. Child care
personnel shall successfully conplete such training within 1
year after the date on which the training began, as evidenced
by passage of a conpetency exam nation. Successful conpletion
of the 40-cl ock-hour introductory course shall articulate into
community college credit in early chil dhood education
pursuant to ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25. Exenption fromall or a
portion of the required training shall be granted to child
care personnel based upon educational credentials or passage
of conpetency exam nations. Child care personnel possessing a
3
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2-year degree or higher that includes 6 college credit hours
in early chil dhood devel opment or child growth and

devel opnent, or a child devel opnent associate credential or an
equi val ent state-approved child devel opnent associ ate
credential, or a child devel opnent associ ate wai ver
certificate shall be automatically exenpted fromthe training
requi rements in sub-subparagraphs b., d., and e.

2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
study of children.

3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the
child care training shall be required to take an additional 1
conti nuing education unit of approved inservice training, or
10 clock hours of equivalent training, as determ ned by the
depart nent.

4, Child care personnel, except those enployed in

facilities that serve only children in kindergarten and above,

shall be required to conplete 0.5 continuing education unit of
approved training or 5 clock hours of equivalent training, as
determ ned by the departnent, in early literacy and | anguage
devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age one tine.
The year that this training is conpleted, it shall fulfill the
0.5 continuing education unit or 5 clock hours of the annua
training required in subparagraph 3.

5. Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
m ni nrum standards. It is reconmrended that the state conmmunity
child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
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contracted by the departnent to coordi nate such training when
possible. Gher district educational resources, such as
community coll eges and vocational -techni cal prograns, can be
designated in such areas where central agencies nmay not exi st
or are determ ned not to have the capability to neet the
coordi nation requirenents set forth by the departnent.

6. Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not
limted to, swinmmng instructors, piano teachers, dance
i nstructors, and gymnastics instructors.

7. The departnent shall evaluate or contract for an
eval uation for the general purpose of deternmining the status
of and neans to inmprove staff training requirenents and
testing procedures. The eval uation shall be conducted every 2
years. The eval uation shall include, but not be limted to,
determning the availability, quality, scope, and sources of
current staff training; determning the need for specialty
training; and determ ning ways to increase inservice training
and ways to increase the accessibility, quality, and
cost-effectiveness of current and proposed staff training. The
eval uati on net hodol ogy shall include a reliable and valid
survey of child care personnel

8. The child care operator shall be required to take
basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

(g) M ninmum education requirenments for child care

personnel . Such m ni mum educati on standards shall prohibit a

person who has not obtained a high school diplom or high

school equival ency di pl ona pursuant to s. 1003. 435 from bei ng
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1| enployed as child care personnel as defined in s. 402.302

2 | unl ess:

3 1. Such person is under direct supervision and is not
4| counted for purposes of conmputing the child-to-staff ratio.

5 2. Such person is not serving in an instructiona

6 | position and is not counted for purposes of conputing the

7| child-to-staff ratio.

8 3. Such person is enployed in child care on July 1,

9| 2004, and has 10 or nore years of docunented experience

10 | working with children in a child care setting or in a public
11 | school between July 1, 1989, and July 1, 2004.

12

13 | Those child care personnel enployed in child care on July 1,
14 | 2004, who do not possess the required education and who are
15| not exenpted from such pursuant to subparagraphs 1.-3. shal
16 | have until July 1, 2005, to obtain the required education or
17 | shall be prohibited fromenpl oynent as child care personne

18 | until such tine as they are in conpliance.

19 (3) M N MUM STAFF CREDENTI ALS. - - By—J3tty—1—1996,-For
20| every 20 children in a licensed child care facility, beginning
21| with the first child,if the facility operates 8 hours or nore
22 | per week, one of the child care personnel in the facility nust
23 | have:
24 (a) A current child devel opnent associate credenti al
25 (b) A current child care professional credenti al
26 | unl ess the departnment determines that such child care
27 | professional credential is not equivalent to or greater than a
28 | child devel opnent associ ate credential; or
29 (c) A current credential that is equivalent to or
30| greater than the credential required in paragraph (a) or
31| paragraph (b).
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The departnent shall establish by rule those hours of
operation, such as during rest periods and transitiona
peri ods, when this subsection does not apply.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (4) of section 402.313, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

402.313 Famly day care hones. --

(1) Fanmily day care hones shall be licensed under this
act if they are presently being |licensed under an existing
county licensing ordinance, if they are participating in the
subsi di zed child care program or if the board of county
conmi ssioners passes a resolution that fanily day care hones
be licensed. If no county authority exists for the licensing
of a famly day care hone, the departnent shall have the
authority to license fanily day care hones under contract for
t he purchase-of-service systemin the subsidized child care
program

(a) If not subject to license, famly day care hones
shal |l register annually with the departnent, providing the
followi ng information:

1. The nanme and address of the hone.

2. The nane of the operator

3. The nunber of children served

4. Proof of a witten plan to provide at | east one
ot her conpetent adult to act as the operator in his or her

absence and to be available to substitute for the operator in
an energency. This plan shall include the nane, address, and
t el ephone nunber of the designated substitute.
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5. Proof of screening and background checks for al
persons subject to screening requirenents, including

substitutes, prior to caring for children

6. Proof of successful conpletion of the 30-hour
training course, as evidenced by passage of a conpetency
exam nation, which shall include

a. State and local rules and regul ations that govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage devel opnent; and cognitive, notor, social, and
sel f-hel p skills devel opnent.

e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determine a child' s devel opnental |evel.

f. Specialized areas, including early literacy and
| anguage devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age,
as determ ned by the departnent, for owner-operators of famly
day care hones.

7. Proof that inmunization records are kept current.

8. Proof of conpletion of the required continuing
education units or clock hours.

(4) Operators of famly day care hones, and their
substitutes, nust successfully conplete an approved

30-cl ock-hour introductory course in child care, as evidenced
by passage of a conpetency exam nation, before caring for
chil dren.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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