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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1979
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve Pickens offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnent)
Renmove everything after the resolving clause and insert:
That the creation of Section 8 of Article XI and Section 26
of Article XIl of the State Constitution set forth below are
agreed to and shall be submtted to the electors of Florida for
approval or rejection at the general election to be held in
Novemrber 2004:
ARTI CLE XI
AVENDMENTS
SECTION 8. Anendnents requiring governnent spendi ng or

i nposi ng costs on taxpayers.--Each anmendnent or revision

proposed to this constitution that requires spending by

governnent greater than $10 mllion in any state fiscal year, or

t hat i nposes costs on taxpayers greater than $10 mllion in any
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Bill No. HIR 1979
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state fiscal year, nust be approved by two-thirds of the voters

voting on the proposed anendnent or revision. Spending by

government shall include spending by state governnent or its

subdi vi si ons, spending by any | ocal government or nunicipality,

or any conbi nation thereof. Costs on taxpayers shall include any

limtation on the ability to earn or receive incone, any

i ncreased expense, any decrease in present or future property

val ue, any cost of regulatory conpliance, or any conbi nhation

t hereof. However, costs on taxpayers shall not include decreases

i n spending by governnent or changes in eligibility for

benefits, incentives, or preferences that are nandated or

of fered by governnent. The specified ambunt shall be $10 mllion

in any state fiscal year. The spending required and costs

i nposed by proposed anendnents or revisions shall be determ ned

in a manner provided by general |law and shall include the total

of all spending required and all costs inposed by the

i npl ement ati on of each proposed anmendnment or revision. The term

"taxpayers" includes any natural person or |egal entity subject

to any federal, state, or local tax authorized by | aw.
ARTI CLE XI |
SCHEDULE
SECTI ON 26. Approval of constitutional anmendnents and

revi sions inposing spendi ng or costs.--The creation of Section 8

of Article Xl requiring a vote of at |l east two-thirds of the

el ectors voting on the neasure for the approval of a proposed

anendnent or revision i nposing spendi nhg by governnent or

i mposi ng costs on taxpayers in excess of $10 million shall not

apply to any neasure, however proposed, which is filed with the

729923

Page 2 of 4




45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1979
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)

custodi an of state records prior to the 181st day after the

effective date of initial |egislation providing the manner of

deterni ning the spending required or costs inposed.

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED that the title and substance of the
anmendnment proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as follows:
2/ 3 VOTE REQUI RED FOR CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AVENDVENTS THAT | NCREASE SPENDI NG OR | MPOSE
TAXPAYER COSTS

Proposes the creation of Section 8 of Article Xl of the

State Constitution to increase froma majority to two-thirds the
vote required to adopt any amendment to the constitution that
woul d require spending by government greater than $10 million in
any state fiscal year or that woul d i npose costs on taxpayers
greater than such anount. Spendi ng by governnent woul d incl ude
spendi ng by state governnent or its subdivisions, any | ocal
government or nunicipality, or any conbination thereof. Costs on
taxpayers woul d include any limtation on the ability to earn or
recei ve incone, any increased expense, any decrease in present
or future property value, any cost of regulatory conpliance, or
any conbi nation thereof. Costs on taxpayers woul d not include
decreases in spending by governnent or changes in eligibility
for benefits, incentives, or preferences that are mandated or

of fered by governnent. The spending required and costs inposed
by proposed anendnents or revisions would be determned in a
manner provi ded by general |aw and would include the total of
all spending required and costs inposed by the inplenentation of
each proposed anendnent or revision. The term"taxpayers" woul d

i ncl ude any natural person or legal entity subject to any
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federal, state, or local tax authorized by |aw. The neasure is
not applicable to any anendnent or revision filed prior to the
181st day after the effective date of legislation required by
t he anmendnent to provide the manner of determ ning the spending
requi red or costs inposed.

================= T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renove the entire title and insert:
House Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 8 of
Article XI and Section 26 of Article XIl of the State
Constitution to inpose additional requirenments on proposed
constitutional anendnments that require state spending

above a specified anount.
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