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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 206

By Senator Fasano

11-128-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Council on
Deaf ness; creating the Florida Council on
Deaf ness; providing for the appointnment of
nmenbers and the organi zati on of the council
requiring the staff of the Departnent of
Education to assist the council in its duties;
providing the role, purpose, powers, duties,
and responsibilities of the council; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Florida Council on Deafness.--

(1)(a) There is established the Florida Council on
Deaf ness. The council is assigned to the Departnment of

Education for admnistrative and fiscal purposes, but it shal

ot herwi se function independently of the control, supervision

and direction of the Departnent of Educati on.

(b) The council shall consist of nine nenbers

appoi nted by the Governor, after consultation with statew de

not-for-profit professional organi zations that represent deaf,

har d- of - heari ng, and | at e-deafened individuals. The nenbers of

the council nust be confirnmed by the Senate. The Governor

shal | nmake appointnents to the council no later than July 1,

2004. Each nenber shall be appointed to a termof 4 years;

however, for the purpose of providing staggered terns, of the

initial appointnents, five nenbers shall be appointed to a

2-year termand four nenbers shall be appointed to a 4-year

term Any vacancy on the council shall be filled in the sane

manner as the original appointnent, and any nenber appointed
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to fill a vacancy occurring because of death, resignation, or

ineligibility for nenbership shall serve only for the

unexpired termof the nenber's predecessor

(c) The first neeting of the council shall be held no

| ater than August 1, 2004. The council nenbers, at the

organi zational neeting, shall elect by a najority vote of the

nmenbers one nenber to serve as chair of the council for a term

of 1 year. The council shall neet at |east once each quarter

All neetings are subject to the call of the chair. Five

nenbers of the council shall constitute a quorum

(d) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensation but may be reinbursed for per diemand travel

expenses pursuant to section 112.061, Florida Statutes.
(e) Staff of the Departnent of Education shall be
assi gned by the Conmi ssioner of Education to assist the

council in the duties assigned to it by this section

(2) It is the role of the council to serve as an

advi sory and coordinating body in the state which recommends

policies that address the needs of deaf, hard-of-hearing, and

| at e- deaf ened persons and whi ch recommends net hods t hat

i nprove the coordi nati on of services anong the public and

private entities that provide services to deaf,

har d- of - heari ng, and | at e-deaf ened persons. The council is

aut hori zed to provide technical assistance, advocacy, and

educati on. To that end, the council shall

(a) Provide information and assi stance to the

Legi sl at ur e;

(b) Provide technical assistance to other state

agenci es;
(c) Provide information and referral services;
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(d) Pronote public and individual advocacy for deaf,

har d- of - heari ng, and | ate-deafened citizens; and

(e) Conduct public hearings as needed.

(3) The council shall prepare a report, which shall be

filed with the Governor, the President of the Senate, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Chief Justice

of the Suprene Court by January 1, 2005, which nust i ncl ude:

(a) Areview of state agencies to deternmine if they

are in conpliance with accessibility standards as they relate

to services for deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | at e-deaf ened

i ndi vi dual s.

(b) A review of federal and state statutes, rules, and

regul ations that establish requirenents that agenci es nust

conply with, including, but not limted to, equipnent and

communi cati on accessibility standards in the provision of

services to deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | at e-deaf ened

i ndi vi dual s.

(c) A conparison of the licensure and accreditation

requi renents for sign-language interpreters, ora

interpreters, and entities providing services, both directly

and indirectly, to individuals with hearing | oss anong the 10

nost popul ous st at es.

(d) Recommendations for standards for and |icensure of

si gn-l anguage interpreters and providers of Conputer-Ai ded

Real -tinme Transl ation services (CART) and other accreditation

standards for service providers.

(4) The council may:

(a) Secure assistance fromall state departnents and

agencies in order to avail itself of expertise at mninm

cost .
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(b) GObtain information and assistance fromthe state

or any political subdivision, municipal corporation, public

of ficer, or governnental departnent or agency thereof.

(c) Apply for and accept funds, grants, gifts, and

services fromlocal or state governnent or the Federa

Governnent, or fromany of their agencies, or any other public

or private source and nay use funds for the purposes

aut hori zed by this section.

(5) Al executive branch state agencies are

instructed, and all other state agencies are requested, to

assi st the council in acconplishing its purposes.

(6) This act does not extend the duties or

responsibilities of the council to any program service, or

activity that is subject to the jurisdiction or oversight of

the Public Service Conmm ssion.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Florida Council on Deafness within the
Departnent of Education. Provides for nenbership and
organi zation of the council, Provides the role, purpose,
powers, duties, and responsibilities of the council
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