CS for SB 2136 First Engrossed

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health care; anending s.

3 456. 025, F.S.; deleting requirenents for the

4 Department of Health to adm nister an

5 el ectronic continuing education tracking system
6 for health care practitioners; creating s.

7 456. 0251, F.S.; providing for enforcenent of

8 conti nui ng education requirenents required for
9 license renewal ; authorizing citations and

10 fines to be inposed for failure to conply with
11 required continui ng educati on requirenents;

12 anmendi ng s. 456.072, F.S.; providing for

13 di sci pline of licensees who fail to neet

14 continui ng education requirenents as a

15 prerequisite for license renewal three or nore
16 times; anending s. 395.003, F.S.; requiring a
17 report by the Agency for Health Care

18 Admi nistration regarding the |icensure of

19 energency departnents |ocated off the prem ses
20 of hospitals; prohibiting the issuance of
21 licenses for such departnments before July 1
22 2005; anending s. 401.113, F.S.; requiring that
23 a recipient of funds fromthe Enmergency Medica
24 Services Trust Fund return unexpended funds to
25 the Departnent of Health at the end of the
26 grant period; authorizing the expenditure of
27 i nterest generated from grant funds under
28 certain circunstances; anending s. 401.27
29 F.S.; authorizing the el ectronic subm ssion of
30 an application for certification as an
31 energency nedi cal technician or paranedic;

1
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1 requiring that rules of the departnent provide
2 for the approval of certain equival ent courses
3 for purposes of certification; deleting

4 provi si ons aut horizing the departnment to issue
5 a tenporary certification; requiring that a

6 person wearing enmergency medi cal technician or
7 paranmedi ¢ i nsignia nust be functioning in that
8 capacity when doing so; creating s. 401.27001
9 F.S.; providing requirenents for background

10 screening for applicants for initia

11 certification as an enmergency nedica

12 techni ci an or paranedic and for renewal of

13 certification; requiring an applicant to pay
14 the costs of screening; requiring that

15 fingerprints be submitted to the Departnent of
16 Law Enforcenent and forwarded to the Federa

17 Bureau of Investigation; specifying the

18 of fenses that are grounds for denial of

19 certification; authorizing the departnment to
20 grant an exenption to an applicant,
21 notwi t hstandi ng certain convictions; requiring
22 the departnent to adopt rules; anmending s.
23 401. 2701, F.S.; requiring that a training
24 program for energency nedi cal technicians and
25 par anedi cs include information concerning the
26 requi renents for background screening;
27 provi ding an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31

2
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1 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 395.003, Florida
2| Statutes, is anmended to read:

3 395. 003 Licensure; issuance, renewal, denial

4| nodi fication, suspension, and revocation.--

5 (1)(a) A Ne person may not shal+ establish, conduct,
6| or maintain a hospital, anbulatory surgical center, or nobile
7| surgical facility in this state without first obtaining a

8| license under this part.

9 (b)1. It is unlawful for a ary person to use or

10| advertise to the public, in any way or by any nmedi um

11| whatsoever, any facility as a "hospital," "anbul atory surgica
12| center," or "nobile surgical facility" unless such facility
13| has first secured a license under the provisions of this part.
14 2. Nething—r This part does not apply apptes to

15| veterinary hospitals or to commercial business establishnments
16| using the word "hospital," "ambul atory surgical center," or
17| "nmobile surgical facility" as a part of a trade name if no

18| treatnent of human beings is performed on the prem ses of such
19| establishnents.

20 3. By Decenber 31, 2004, the agency shall subnit a

21| report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
22| House of Representatives recomrendi ng whether it is in the

23| public interest to allow a hospital to |icense or operate an
24| energency departnment located off the prenmises of the hospital
25| If the agency finds it to be in the public interest, the

26| report shall also recomrend licensure criteria for such

27| nedical facilities, including criteria related to quality of
28| care and, if deened necessary, the elinination of the

29| possibility of confusion related to the service capabilities
30| of such facility in conparison to the service capabilities of
31| an energency departnent |ocated on the prem ses of the

3
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1| hospital. Until July 1, 2005, additional energency departnments
2| located off the premises of |licensed hospitals may not be

3| authorized by the agency.

4 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 401.113, Florida
5| Statutes, is anmended to read:

6 401.113 Departnent; powers and duties.--

7 (2)(a) The departnent shall annually dispense funds

8| contained in the Enmergency Medical Services Trust Fund as

9| follows:

10 l.{& Forty-five percent of such noneys nust be

11| divided anpbng the counties according to the proportion of the
12| combi ned amount deposited in the trust fund fromthe county.
13| These funds may not be used to match grant funds as identified
14| in subparagraph 2. paragraph—b)>. An individual board of

15| county conmi ssioners may distribute these funds to emergency
16| medi cal service organizations within the county, as it deens
17| appropriate.

18 2. by Forty percent of such nobneys nust be used by the
19| departnment for nmaking matching grants to | ocal agencies,
20| municipalities, and enmergency nedi cal services organizations
21| for the purpose of conducting research, increasing existing
22| levels of emergency nedical services, evaluation, comunity
23| education, injury prevention prograns, and training in
24| cardi opul nonary resuscitation and other |ifesaving and first
25| aid techniques.
26 a.+— At least 90 percent of these nmoneys nust be nade
27| available on a cash matching basis. A grant nade under this
28| sub-subpar agraph subparagraphk nmust be contingent upon the
29| recipient providing a cash sum equal to 25 percent of the
30| total departnent-approved grant anount.
31

4
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b.2- No nore than 10 percent of these nmoneys nust be
made avail able to rural energency nedical services, and
notwi t hstandi ng the restrictions specified in subsection (1),
t hese noneys nmay be used for inprovenent, expansion, or
continuation of services provided. A grant made under this
sub- subpar agr aph subparagraph nust be contingent upon the

reci pient providing a cash sumequal to no nore than 10

percent of the total departnent-approved grant anount.

The departnent shall devel op procedures and standards for

grant disbursement under this subparagraph paragraph based on

the need for energency nedical services, the requirenments of
the popul ation to be served, and the objectives of the state
energency nedi cal services plan.

3.£{¢> Fifteen percent of such nobneys nust be used by
the departnent for capital equipment outlay, personnel
comunity education, evaluation, and other costs associated
with the adm nistration of this chapter. Any noneys not
annual Iy used for this purpose nust be used for meking
additional rural grant funds avail abl e.

(b)  Notwi thstanding any other provision of law to the

contrary, interest generated fromgrant funds nmay be expended

by the grantee on the budget itens approved by the departnment.

However, a grantee that receives funds requiring a match may

not expend interest earnings until all match requirements have

been net. The grantee shall return to the departnent any

interest earned and grant funds not expended at the concl usion

of the grant period. Al such returned funds shall be used by

the departnent for additional awards of matching grants.

Section 3. Section 401.27, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:

5
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401. 27 Personnel; standards and certification.--

(1) Each permtted anmbul ance not specifically exenpted
fromthis part, when transporting a person who is sick
i njured, wounded, incapacitated, or hel pless, nust be occupied
by at | east two persons, one of whom nust be a certified
enmergency nedi cal technician, certified paranmedic, or licensed
physi ci an and one of whom nust be a driver who neets the
requi renents for anmbul ance drivers. This subsection does not
apply to interfacility transfers governed by s. 401.252(1).

(2) The department shall establish by rule educationa
and training criteria and exam nations for the certification
and recertification of energency nedical technicians and
par anmedi cs. Such rules nmust require, but need not be limted
to:

(a) For energency medical technicians, proficiency in
techniques identified in s. 401.23(7) and in rules of the
depart ment.

(b) For paranedics, proficiency in techniques
identified in s. 401.23(1) and in rules of the departnent.

(3) Any person who desires to be certified or
recertified as an energency nedi cal technician or paranedic
nmust apply to the departnment wrder—eath on forns provided by
t he departnent which shall contain such information as the
department reasonably requires, which may include affirnmative
evi dence of ability to conply with applicable |aws and rul es.

The departnent nay accept electronically submtted

applications. If an application is submtted electronically,

the departnent nay require that supplemental materials be

subm tted in a nonelectronic format, including an origina

signature of the applicant and docunentation verifying

eligibility for certification. The departnent shall determn ne

6
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1| whether the applicant neets the requirenents specified in this
2| section and in rules of the departnment and—shat—issue—=a

3| eertificatetoany persen—whoreets—suchregurerents.

4 (4) An applicant for certification or recertification
5| as an energency medi cal technician or paranedi c nust:

6 (a) Have conpleted an appropriate training course as

7| follows:

8 1. For an energency nedical technician, an enmergency
9| nedical technician training course equivalent to the nost

10| recent energency nedical technician basic training course of
11| the United States Departnent of Transportation as approved by
12| the departnent;

13 2. For a paranedic, a paranedic training program

14| equivalent to the nost recent paranedic course of the United
15| States Departnent of Transportation as approved by the

16| departnment;

17 (b) Certify under—eath that he or she is not addicted
18| to al cohol or any controlled substance;

19 (c) Certify under—eath that he or she is free from any
20| physical or nental defect or disease that mght inpair the

21| applicant's ability to performhis or her duties;

22 (d) Wthin 1 year after course conpletion have passed
23| an exam nati on devel oped or required by the departnent;

24 (e)1l. For an energency nedical technician, hold either
25| a current American Heart Association cardi opul nonary

26| resuscitation course card or an American Red Cross

27| cardi opul ronary resuscitation course card or its equivalent as
28| defined by departnment rule. The rules must include, but need
29| not be limited to, the procedure for recognizing

30| cardiopul nonary resuscitation course equival ency, as

31
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determ ned by the Continuing Education Coordinati ng Board for

Energency Medi cal Services;

2. For a paranedic, hold a certificate of successfu
course conpletion in advanced cardiac |ife support fromthe
Ameri can Heart Association or its equival ent as defined by

departnment rule. The rules nmust include, but need not be

limted to, the procedure for recognizing advanced cardi ac

life support course equival ency, as determ ned by the

Conti nui ng Education Coordinating Board for Energency Medica

Servi ces;

(f) Submit the certification fee and the nonrefundabl e
exam nation fee prescribed in s. 401. 34, which exam nation fee
will be required for each exanination adm nistered to an
applicant; and

(g) Submit a conpleted application to the departnent,
whi ch application docunents conpliance with paragraphs (a),
(b), (c¢), (e), (f), (g9), and, if applicable, (d). The
application nmust be submitted so as to be received by the
departnment at |east 30 cal endar days before the next regularly
schedul ed exam nation for which the applicant desires to be
schedul ed.

(5) The certification exam nation nust be offered
monthly. The departnment shall issue an exam nation adni ssion
notice to the applicant advising himor her of the tinme and

pl ace of the exami nation for which he or she is schedul ed.

g S . e .
. . . I e . .
. . I o I .

Exam nati on questions and answers are not subject to discovery

but may be introduced into evidence and considered only in

8
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1| canera in any adninistrative proceedi ng under chapter 120. |f
2| an administrative hearing is held, the departnment shal

3| provide chall enged exam nation questions and answers to the

4| administrative | aw judge. The departnent shall establish by

5| rule the procedure by which an applicant, and the applicant's
6| attorney, may review exam nation questions and answers in

7| accordance with s. 119.07(3)(a).

8 (6){2 The departnent shall establish by rule a

9| procedure for biennial renewal certification of emergency

10| nedi cal technicians and paranedics.

11 (a) For enmergency nedical technicians, such rules nust
12| require a United States Departnent of Transportation refresher
13| training programof at |east 30 hours as approved by the

14| departnment every 2 years. The refresher program may be

15| offered in nultiple presentations spread over the 2-year

16| period. The rules nust also provide that the refresher course
17| requirenent may be satisfied by passing a chall enge

18| exami nati on.

19 (b) Fhedepartrment—shatt—establishbyrulea procedure
20| For biepnial—renewal—eertifieation—of paranedi cs,— such rul es
21| nmust require candi dates for renewal to have taken at |east 30
22| hours of continuing education units during the 2-year period.
23| The rules nmust provide that the continuing education
24| requirement may be satisfied by passing a challenge
25| exami nati on.
26 (7) A physician, dentist, or registered nurse nay be
27| certified as a paranedic if the physician, dentist, or
28| registered nurse is certified in this state as an energency
29| nedi cal technician, has passed the required energency nedica
30| technician curriculum has successfully conpleted an advanced
31| cardiac life support course, has passed the exanination for

9
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certification as a paranmedic, and has nmet other certification
requi renents specified by rule of the departnment. A
physi ci an, dentist, or registered nurse so certified nust be
recertified under this section.

(8) Each energency nedical technician certificate and
each paranedic certificate will expire automatically and may
be renewed if the holder neets the qualifications for renewa
as established by the departnent. A certificate that is not
renewed at the end of the 2-year period will automatically
revert to an inactive status for a period not to exceed 180
days. Such certificate may be reactivated and renewed within
the 180 days if the certificatehol der neets all other
qualifications for renewal and pays a $25 |l ate fee.
Reactivation shall be in a manner and on forns prescribed by
departnment rul e. Fhe—holder—ofacertifiecatethatexpiredon

the—eertiieate+tnraccordance—withthis—subsecetion—

(9) The department may suspend or revoke a certificate
at any tine if it determines that the hol der does not neet the
applicable qualifications.

(10) The departnent may provide by rule for physically
di sabl ed persons to take and be provided with the results of
the witten portion of the emergency nedical technician
certification exam nation or paranmedic certification
exam nation. However, such persons may not receive any
speci al assistance in conpleting the exam nation. A

physically disabled As individual who achieves a passing grade

on the enmergency nedical technician certification exam nation
or paranedic certification exanm nation my be issued a linmted
energency nedi cal technician certificate or a limted

paranmedi c certificate. An individual issued a linted

10
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1| certificate nay not perform patient care or treatnent

2| activities.

3 (11)a> A certificateholder may request that his or

4| her energency nedical technician certificate or paranedic

5| certificate be placed on inactive status by applying to the

6| departnent before his or her current certification expires and
7| paying a fee set by the departnent not to exceed $50.

8 (a)brt— A certificatehol der whose certificate has

9| been on inactive status for 1 year or less following the date
10| his or her energency nedical technician certificate or

11| paramedic certificate expired may renew his or her certificate
12| pursuant to the rules adopted by the departnment and upon

13| paynent of a late renewal fee set by the departnent not to

14| exceed $100.

15 (b)2- A certificatehol der whose certificate has been

16| on inactive status for nmore than 1 year may renew his or her
17| certificate pursuant to rules adopted by the departnent. To
18| renew, the certificatehol der nmust pass the certification

19| exam nation and conpl ete conti nuing educati on requirenents and
20| a field internship.
21 (c) Acertificate that whieh has been inactive for
22| nore than 6 years automatically expires and nmay not be
23| reinstated.
24 (12) An applicant for certification who is an
25| out-of-state certified or mlitary-trai ned t+ainred emergency
26| nmedi cal technician or paranedic nust provide proof of current
27| energency nedi cal technician or paranmedic certification or
28| registration based upon successful conpletion of the United
29| States Department of Transportation energency nedical
30| technician or paranedic training curriculumand hold a current
31| certificate of successful course conpletion in cardiopul monary

11
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resuscitation (CPR) or advanced cardiac |ife support for
energency nedi cal technicians or paranedics, respectively, to
be eligible for the certification exam nation. The applicant
nmust successfully conplete the certification examn nation
within 1 year after the date of the receipt of his or her
application by the departnment. After 1 year, the applicant
nmust submit a new application, nmeet all eligibility

requi renents, and subnit all fees to reestablish eligibility
to take the certification exam nation.

(13) The departnent shall adopt the current a standard
state insignia for energency nedical technicians and
paranedi cs. The departnent shall establish by rule the
requi renents to display the state enmergency nedical technician
and paranedic insignia. The rules may not require a person to
wear the standard insignia but nust require that if a person
wears any insignia that identifies the person as a certified
energency nedi cal technician or paranedic in this state, the
i nsignia nust be the standard state insignia adopted under

this section and the person nust be functioning in his or her

capacity as an _energency nedical technician or paranedic. The

i nsignia nust denote the individual's |evel of certification

at which he or she is functioning when that person is wearing

the insignia.

Section 4. Section 401.27001, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

401. 27001 Background screening required for

certification.--

(1) An applicant for initial certification under s.

401. 27 nust submit information and a set of fingerprints to

the Departnent of Health on a form and according to procedures

specified by the departnent, along with paynent in an anpunt

12
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equal to the costs incurred by the Departnment of Health for a

statewide crimnal history check and a national crimna

hi story check of the applicant.

(2) An applicant for initial renewal of certification

on or after July 1, 2004, who has not previously subnitted a

set of fingerprints to the Departnent of Health must submt

information required to performa statewi de crimna

background check and a set of fingerprints required to perform

a national crimnal history check. The applicant nust submt

the fingerprints on a formand under procedures specified by

the departnent for a national crimnal history check, along

with paynent in an anmpunt equal to the costs incurred by the

departnent. For subsequent renewals, the departnent shall, by

rule, adopt an application formthat includes an oath or

affirmation attesting to the existence of any crimna

convictions, regardl ess of plea or adjudication, which have

occurred since the previous certification. |If there has been a

crimnal conviction, the provisions of this section apply. The

departnent shall notify each current certificateholder of the

requi renent to undergo a crinmnal history background screening

sufficiently in advance of the 2004 biennial expiration for

the certificateholder to provide the required information

prior to subm ssion of the renewal certification application

The departnent nay not deny eligibility for renewal of the

first renewal application subsequent to July 1, 2004, due to a

delay in obtaining the crimnal history fromthe Departnent of

Law Enforcenent, the Federal Bureau of |lnvestigation, or the

Division of State Fire Marshal if the applicant has subnmitted

the required crimnal background screening information or

affidavit and fees with the renewal certification application

A certificate that expires on Decenber 1, 2004, may be renewed

13
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subject to withdrawal of certification pending the

departnent's determ nation of whether the certificatehol der

will be granted an exenption as provided in subsection (8).

The applicant nust nmake tinely application for renewal and

request the exenption fromdenial prior to expiration of the

certificate.

(3) Pursuant to the requirenents of s. 120.60, an

application for certification nust be processed within 90 days

after receipt of the conpleted application. An application for

certification is not conplete until the crimnal history and

certified copies of all court docunents for an applicant

having a prior crimnal conviction, pursuant to this section

have been received by the departnent.

(4) The departnent shall submit the fingerprints and

information required for a statewide crinnal history check to

the Departnent of Law Enforcenent, and the Departnent of Law

Enf orcenent _shall forward the fingerprints to the Federa

Bureau of Investigation for a national crimnal history check

of the applicant.

(5) |If an applicant has undergone a crininal history

check as a condition of enploynent or certification as a

firefighter under s. 633.34, the Division of State Fire

Marshal of the Departnent of Financial Services shall provide

the crimnal history information regardi ng the applicant

seeking certification or renewal of certification under s.

401.27 to the departnent. Any applicant for initia

certification or renewal of certification who has already

subm tted a set of fingerprints and infornmation to the

Division of State Fire Marshal of the Departnent of Financia

Services for the crimnal history check required for

enpl oynent _and certification of firefighters under s. 633.34

14
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within 2 vears prior to application under s. 401.27 is not

required to provide to the departnent a subsequent set of

fingerprints or other duplicate information required for a

crimnal history check if the applicant subnmits an affidavit

in a formprescribed by the departnent attesting that he or

she has been a state resident for the previous 2 years.

(6) Notwithstanding the grounds for certification

denial outlined in s. 401.411, an applicant nust not have been

found quilty of, regardless of plea or adjudication, any

of fense prohi bited under any of the follow ng provisions of

the Florida Statutes or under any simlar statute of another

jurisdiction:

(a) Section 415.111, relating to abuse, neglect, or

exploitation of a vulnerable adult.

(b) Section 782.04, relating to nurder

(c) Section 782.07, relating to mansl aughter

aggr avat ed mansl aughter of an el derly person or di sabl ed

adult, or aggravated mansl aughter of a child.

(d) Section 782.071, relating to vehicular honi ci de.

(e) Section 782.09, relating to killing of an unborn

child by injury to the nother

(f) Section 784.011, relating to assault, if the

victimof the offense was a ninor

() Section 784.021, relating to aggravated assault.

(h) Section 784.03, relating to battery, if the victim

of the offense was a m nor

(i) Section 784.045, relating to aggravated battery.

(j) Section 784.01, relating to ki dnapping.

(k) Section 787.02, relating to false inprisonnent.

(1) Section 794.011, relating to sexual battery.

15
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(m Fornmer s. 794.041, relating to prohibited acts of

persons in famlial or custodial authority.

(n) Chapter 796, relating to prostitution.

(0) Section 798.02, relating to lewd and | ascivious

behavi or.

(p) Chapter 800, relating to | ewdness and i ndecent

exposure.
(dq) Section 806.01, relating to arson.

(r) Chapter 812, relating to theft, robbery, and

related crines, if the offense was a felony.

(s) Section 817.563, relating to the fraudul ent sale

of controlled substances, if the offense was a fel ony.

(t) Section 825.102, relating to abuse, aggravated

abuse, or neglect of an elderly person or disabled adult.

(u) Section 825.1025, relating to |l ewd or |ascivious

of fenses committed upon or in the presence of an elderly

person or di sabl ed adult.

(v) Section 825.103, relating to exploitation of an

elderly person or disabled adult, if the offense was a felony.

(w) Section 826.04, relating to incest.

(xX) Section 827.03, relating to child abuse,

aggravated child abuse, or neqglect of a child.

(y) Section 827.04, relating to contributing to the

del i nquency or dependency of a child.

(z) Fornmer s. 827.05, relating to negligent treatnent

of children.

(aa) Section 827.071, relating to sexual perfornmance

by a child.
(bb) Chapter 847, relating to obscene literature.

16
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(cc) Chapter 893, relating to drug abuse prevention

and control, if the offense was a felony or if any other

person _involved in the offense was a minor

(dd) An act that constitutes donestic violence, as

defined in s. 741.28.

(7) The departnent may grant to any applicant who

woul d otherw se be denied certification or recertification

under this subsection an exenption fromthat denial for

(a) A felony commtted nore than 3 years prior to the

date of disqualification;

(b) A m sdeneanor prohibited under any of the Florida

Statutes cited in this subsection or under simlar statutes of

ot her jurisdictions;

(c) An offense that was a felony when conmi tted but

that is currently a nm sdeneanor

(d) A finding of delinguency; or

(e) The commi ssion of an act of donestic violence as

defined in s. 741.28.

(8) For the departnent to grant an exenption to any

applicant under this section, the applicant nust denpnstrate

by clear and convincing evidence that the applicant should not

be disqualified fromcertification or renewed certification

An_applicant seeking an exenption has the burden of setting

forth sufficient evidence of rehabilitation, including, but

not limted to, the circunstances surrounding the crimna

incident for which an exenption is sought, the tine period

that has el apsed since the incident, the nature of the harm

caused to the victim and the history of the applicant since

the incident, or any other evidence or circunstances

indicating that the applicant will not present a danger if the

certification or renewed certification is granted. To nmake the
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necessary denpnstration, the applicant nust reguest an

exenption and submit the required information supporting that

request at the tinme of application in order for the departnment

to make a deternination in accordance with this section.

(9) Denial of certification or renewed certification

under subsection (6) nmay not be renmpved from and an exenption

nmay not be granted to, any applicant who is found quilty of,

regardl ess of plea or adjudication, any felony covered by

subsection (6)., solely by reason of a pardon, executive

clenency, or restoration of civil rights.

(10) The departnent shall adopt rules pursuant to

chapter 120 to administer this section.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
401. 2701, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

401. 2701 Energency nedical services training
prograns. - -

(1) Any private or public institution in Florida
desiring to conduct an approved program for the education of
energency nedi cal technicians and paranedi cs shal l

(a) Submit a conpleted application on a form provi ded
by the departnent, which nust include:

1. Evidence that the institution is in conpliance with
all applicable requirenents of the Departnent of Educati on.

2. Evidence of an affiliation agreement with a
hospital that has an energency departnent staffed by at |east
one physician and one regi stered nurse.

3. Evidence of an affiliation agreement with a current
Fl ori da-1icensed energency nedi cal services provider. Such
agreenent shall include, at a mininum a comrtnent by the
provi der to conduct the field experience portion of the

education program
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4. Docunentation verifying faculty, including:

a. A nedical director who is a |icensed physician
neeting the applicable requirenents for enmergency nedi ca
services nmedical directors as outlined in this chapter and
rul es of the departnent. The medical director shall have the
duty and responsibility of certifying that graduates have
successfully conpleted all phases of the education program and
are proficient in basic or advanced |ife support techniques,
as applicable.

b. A programdirector responsible for the operation
organi zation, periodic review, admnistration, devel oprnent,
and approval of the program

5. Docunentation verifying that the curricul um

a. Meets the course guides and instructor's |esson
plans in the nbost recent Energency Medical Technician-Basic
Nati onal Standard Curricula for enmergency nedical technician
progranms and Enmergency Medi cal Techni ci an- Paranedi ¢ Nati ona
Standard Curricula for paranmedi c prograns.

b. Includes 2 hours of instruction on the traum
scorecard net hodol ogi es for assessment of adult trauma
patients and pediatric trauma patients as specified by the
departnment by rule.

c. Includes 4 hours of instruction on HI V/ Al DS
training consistent with the requirenments of chapter 381

d. Advises students at the initiation of the training

program of the certification and requlatory requirenents of

this chapter, including, but not limted to, the crimna

hi story check required for initial and renewal certification

under_s. 401.27001. The department shall prescribe by rule the

required content of this conponent of the training program
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1 6. Evidence of sufficient nedical and educationa

2| equi prent to neet energency nedical services training program
3| needs.

4 Section 6. Subsection (7) of section 456.025, Florida
5| Statutes, is anmended to read:

6 456. 025 Fees; receipts; disposition.--

7 (7) Each board, or the departnent if there is no

8| board, shall establish, by rule, a fee not to exceed $250 for
9| anyone seeking approval to provide continuing education

10| courses or prograns and shall establish by rule a biennia

11| renewal fee not to exceed $250 for the renewal of providership
12| of such courses. The fees collected from continui ng education
13| providers shall be used for the purposes of review ng course
14| provider applications, monitoring the integrity of the courses
15| provided, and covering | egal expenses incurred as a result of
16| not granting or renewi ng a provi der shi p—and—developing—and
17| maiptatninrg—an—electronic——continuing—education—tracking

18| system Fhe—departrwent—shal—irplerent—an——electroni¢c

19| eeontinuinrg—educationtrackingsystemfor—eachnewbiennial

20 i

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 Section 7. Section 456.0251, Florida Statutes, is

29| created to read:

30 456. 0251 Conti nui ng education. - -

31
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(1) Unless otherwi se provided in a profession's

practice act, each board, or the departnent if there is no

board, shall establish by rule procedures for approval of

continuing education providers and continui ng education

courses for renewal of |licenses. Except for those continuing

educati on courses whose subjects are prescribed by |aw,_ each

board, or the departnent if there is no board, may limt by

rule the subject matter for approved continuing education

courses to courses addressing the scope of practice of each

respective health care profession.

(2) Licensees who have not conpleted all of the

continuing education credits required for licensure during a

bi enni um may obtain an extension of 3 nonths fromthe date

after the end of the |license renewal bienniumw thin which to

conplete the requisite hours for license renewal. Each board,

or the departnent if there is no board, shall establish by

rule procedures for requesting a 3-nmonth extensi on _and whet her

proof of conpletion of sone approved hours of continuing

education are required to be submitted with the request for

extension as a prerequisite for granting the request.

(3) Failure to conplete the requisite nunber of hours

of continuing education hours within a |license renewa

bienniumor within a 3 nonth period fromthe date after the

end of the license renewal biennium if requested, shall be

grounds for issuance of a citation and a fine, plus a

requi renent that at |east the deficit hours are conpl eted

within a tinme established by rule of each board, or the

departnent if there is no board. Each board, or the departnent

if there is no board, shall establish by rule a fine for each

continui ng education hour which was not conpleted within the

license renewal bienniumor the 3-nobnth period follow ng the
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| ast day of the bienniumif so requested, not to exceed $500

per each hour not conpleted. The issuance of the citation and

fine shall not be considered discipline. Acitation and a fine

i ssued under this subsection may only be issued to a licensee

a maximumof two tinmes for two separate failures to conplete

the requisite nunber of hours for |license renewal.

(4) The departnent shall report to each board no |ater

than 3 nmonths following the |last day of the |license renewa

bi enni um t he percentage of |icensees requlated by that board

who have not tinely conplied with the continuing education

requi renents during the previous |license renewal bienniumfor

which auditing of |licensees requlated by that board are

conpl eted. Fach board shall direct the departnment the

percentage of |licensees requlated by that board that are to be

audi ted during the next license renewal biennium |In addition

to the percentage of licensees audited as directed by the

boards, the departnent shall audit those |icensees found to be

deficient during any of the two |icense renewal bienni uns.

Section 8. Paragraph (ff) is added to subsection (1)
of section 456.072, Florida Statutes, to read:

456. 072 Grounds for discipline; penalties;
enforcenent. - -

(1) The followi ng acts shall constitute grounds for
which the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may
be taken:

(ff) Failure for a third or nore tines to conplete the

requi site nunber of hours of continuing education hours within

a license renewal bienniumperiod or within a 3-nmonth period

fromthe date after the end of the license renewal biennium

if the extension was reqguested.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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