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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2184
By Senator M| er

18- 1135A- 04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to student achi evenent;
creating s. 1007.35, F.S.; providing a short
title; providing legislative intent; creating
the Florida Partnership for Mnority and
Underrepresented Student Achi evenent; providing
pur poses and duties of the partnership;
providing duties of the Department of Education
and The Col |l ege Board; requiring the
partnership to submt an annual eval uation
report to the departnent; providing for funding
the partnership; authorizing the State Board of
Education to adopt rules; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, research conducted by the United States
Departnent of Education shows that the rigor of a student's
hi gh school coursework is the single nost inportant predictor
of coll ege success, and

WHEREAS, research conducted by the United States
Departnent of Education also shows that the inpact of a
rigorous high school curriculumon college conpletion is far
nore positively pronounced for African-Anerican and H spanic
students than any other precollege indicator, and

WHEREAS, research conducted by the United States
Departnent of Education further shows that rigorous high
school acadeni cs have a nuch greater inpact on the coll ege
success of African-Anerican and H spanic students than on
ot her students, and

WHEREAS, research conducted by the United States
Departnent of Education additionally shows that the highest
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{
| evel of mathenmatics a student studies in secondary school has
t he strongest continuing influence on the conpletion of a
bachel or's degree, such that finishing a course beyond the
| evel of Algebra Il (for exanple, trigononetry or precal cul us)
nore than doubles the odds that a student who enters
post secondary education will conplete a bachelor's degree, and

WHEREAS, research conducted by the United States
Departnent of Education shows that 85 percent of College Board
Advanced Pl acerment students continue their education beyond
hi gh school, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Education and The
Col | ege Board have col | aborated, under the direction of the
Legislature, to increase participation in College Board
Advanced Pl acenment exami nations by African-Anerican and
Hi spani c students by 106 percent from 1999 to 2003 by pl aci ng
an enphasis on inproving student achi everment in | ow performn ng
m ddl e and hi gh school s by providing teacher professional
devel opnent and academni c support for students, parents, and
t eachers, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Education and The
Col | ege Board have al so col |l aborated to increase the
participation of 10th-grade students in The Coll ege Board
Prelimnary SAT/National Merit Schol arship Qualifying Test,
which identifies students capable of succeeding in College
Board Advanced Pl acenent courses, by 173 percent from 1999 to
2002, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1007.35, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
2
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1007.35 Florida Partnership for Mnority and
Underrepresented Student Achi evenent. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Florida

Partnership for Mnority and Underrepresented Student

Achi evenment Act."

(2)(a) The Legislature recognizes the inportance of

not only access to college but also success in college for al

students. It is the intent of the Legislature that every

student enrolled in a public secondary school has access to

hi gh-quality, rigorous academics, with a particular focus on

access to Coll ege Board Advanced Pl acement (AP) courses.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide

assi stance to all public secondary schools, with a prinmary

focus on | ow perform ng niddl e and hi gh school s.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

partnership created in this section acconplish its m ssion

primarily through strengthening the content know edge of

teachers and providing instructional resources, including

materials and strategi es, which enable teachers to provide

instruction to students who have diverse | earning styles.

(3) There is created the Florida Partnership for

M nority and Underrepresented Student Achi evenent. The

Departnent of Education shall contract with The Col | ege Board

for operation of the partnership.

(4) The mission of the partnership is to prepare,

i nspire, and connect students to college success and

opportunity, with a particular focus on mnority students and

students who are underrepresented in postsecondary education

(5) Each public school district shall ensure that each

of its high schools, including, but not limted to, schools

and alternative sites and centers of the Departnent of
3
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1| Juvenile Justice, adnm nister the Prelimnary SAT/ Nationa

2| Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NWVSQT) to all enrolled

3| 10t h-grade students. The exam nation nust be adnini stered on

4 | the weekday national adninistration date set by The Col |l ege

5| Board and National Merit Schol arship Corporation. By Cctober

6| 2005, districts that offer fall breaks nust schedul e t hose

7 | breaks on dates that do not coincide with the weekday nati ona

8| test date for the PSAT/ NVBQT.

9 (a) Test results will provide each high school with a
10 | dat abase of student assessnment data whi ch gui dance counsel ors
11 | will use to identify students who are prepared or who need
12 | additional work to be prepared to enroll and be successful in
13 | AP courses or other higher-Ilevel college-preparatory high
14 | school courses.

15 (b) Funding for the PSAT/NVBQTI for all 10th-grade

16 | students shall be provided annually in the Genera

17 | Appropriations Act.

18 (6) The partnership shall:

19 (a) Provide teacher training and professiona

20 | devel opnent to enable teachers of AP courses to have the

21 | necessary content know edge and instructional skills to

22 | prepare students for success on AP exami nations and nastery of
23| coll ege course content. All professional devel opnent for this
24 | pur pose nust be endorsed by The Col | ege Board.

25 (b) Provide to mddle school teachers and

26 | adnmini strators professional devel opnent that will enable them
27 | to educate mddle school students at the | evel necessary to
28 | prepare the students to enter high school ready to participate
29 | i n advanced courses. Professional devel opnent to prepare

30 | teachers for pre-AP nust be endorsed by The Coll ege Board.

31
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1 (c) Provide teacher training and materials that are

2| aligned with the Sunshine State Standards and are consi stent
3| with best theory and practice regarding nultiple | earning

4| styles and research on learning, instructional strategies,

5] instructional design, and cl assroom assessnent. Curricul um

6 | mterials nmust be based on current, accepted, and essenti al

7 | acadeni ¢ know edge. Materials for prerequisite courses should,
8| at a mninum address the skills assessed on the Florida

9 | Conprehensi ve Assessnent Test (FCAT).

10 (d) Provide assessnent of individual strengths and

11 | weaknesses as related to potential success in AP courses and
12 | readi ness for coll ege.

13 (e) Provide SAT preparation through a variety of neans
14 | that may include, but are not linmited to, training teachers to
15| provide courses at schools; training comunity organi zati ons
16 | to provide courses at comunity centers, faith-based

17 | organi zati ons, and busi nesses; and providing on-line courses.
18 | All courses nust use materials endorsed by the Coll ege Board.
19 (f) Consider ways to incorporate community colleges in
20| the nmission of preparing all students for success in college.
21 (g) Provide a plan for comruni cati on and coordi nati on
22| of efforts with the Florida Virtual School's provision of

23| on-line AP courses.

24 (h) Provide a plan of conmmunication and marketing

25| which includes, but need not be limted to, the di ssem nati on
26 | to parents of nmaterials that enphasize the inportance of AP
27 | courses to a student's ability to gain access to and to

28 | succeed in college and of materials that enphasi ze the

29 | i nportance of the PSAT/ NMSQT, which provides diagnhostic

30 | feedback on skills and relates student scores to the

31| probability of success on AP exam nations, and al so the
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11| di ssem nati on of such information to students, teachers,

2| counselors, administrators, districts, community coll eges, and
3| state universities. The departnent shall assist the

4 | partnership in conmmuni cating opportunities and priorities to
5] adm nistrators, teachers, and counsel ors whenever possi bl e.

6 (7) By May 31 of each year, the Departnent of

7 | Education shall approve a plan of delivery of services for the
8 | subsequent academi c year

9 (8)(a) The partnership shall subnit to the departnent
10 | annual ly by Septenber 30 a report that contains an eval uation
11 | of the effectiveness of the delivered services and activities.
12 | Activities and services nust be evaluated on their

13 | effectiveness at raising student achi evenent and increasing
14 | the nunber of AP examinations in |ow performng niddle and

15| high schools. QG her indicators that nust be addressed in the
16 | eval uation report include the nunber of nmiddle and hi gh schoo
17 | teachers trained, the effectiveness of the training, neasures
18 | of coll ege readi ness of the students affected by the program
19 | level s of participation in 10th-grade PSAT/ NVBQT testing, and
20 | neasures of student, parent, and teacher awareness of and

21 | satisfaction with the services of the partnership.

22 (b) The departnent shall contribute to the eval uation
23 | process by providing access to student and teacher information
24 | necessary to match agai nst dat abases contai ning teacher

25 | prof essi onal devel opnent data and dat abases contai ni ng

26 | assessnent data for the PSAT/ NMBQT, SAT, and AP. The

27 | departnent shall al so provide student-level data on student

28 | progress from niddl e school through high school and into

29 | college and the workforce, if available, in order to support
30 | | ongi tudi nal studies.

31
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1 (9)(a) Funding for the partnership shall be provided

2]l annually in the General Appropriations Act.

3 (b) The College Board is required to match at | east

4] one-third of the allocation provided to the partnership in the

5| General Appropriations Act in materials and services to the

6 | program

7 (10) The State Board of Education nay adopt rules to

8 | adni nister this section.

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

10

11 kkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkikkkk*k

12 SENATE SUMVARY

13 Creates the "Florida Partnership for Mnority and
Underrepresent ed Student Achi evenent Act." Provides

14 | egislative intent. Creates the Florida Partnership for
M hority and Underrepresented Student Achievenent. ]

15 Provi deS purposes and duties _of the partnership. Provides
duties of the Departnment of Education and The Il ege

16 Board. Requires the partnership to submt_ an annual ]
eval uation report to the departnent. Provides for funding

17 the partnership. Authorizes the State Board of Education
to adopt rul es.
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