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By the Cormittee on Natural Resources; and Senator Lawson

312-2090- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to environnental permits for
3 roads and bridges; anending s. 403.813, F.S.
4 granting road or bridge projects within the
5 Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent District the
6 sane exenption frompernitting requirenents
7 granted a project to repair, stabilize, or pave
8 a county-maintained road or to repair or
9 replace a bridge in the North Florida Water
10 Managenent District if the project neets
11 certain conditions; renoving a requirenment that
12 t he Departnent of Environmental Protection
13 eval uate and make reconmendati ons regardi ng
14 statewi de application of the permtting
15 exenption granted within the Northwest Florida
16 Wat er Managenment District; requiring the
17 departnment to initiate rul emaking to apply
18 statewi de the exenption fromcertain permtting
19 requirements granted to the North Florida Water
20 Managenent District; providing an effective
21 dat e.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Paragraph (t) of subsection (2) of section
26 | 403.813, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
27 403.813 Permts issued at district centers;
28 | exceptions. --
29 (2) A pernmt is not required under this chapter
30 | chapter 373, chapter 61-691, Laws of Florida, or chapter 25214
31| or chapter 25270, 1949, Laws of Florida, for activities
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1| associated with the follow ng types of projects; however,

2 | except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, nothing in

3| this subsection relieves an applicant fromany requirenent to
4| obtain pernmission to use or occupy |ands owned by the Board of
5| Trustees of the Internal I|nprovenent Trust Fund or any water

6 | managenent district in its governnental or proprietary

7 | capacity or fromconplying with applicable |ocal pollution

8 | control prograns authorized under this chapter or other

9| requirenments of county and nunici pal governments:

10 (t) The repair, stabilization, or paving of existing
11 | county-nmai nt ai ned ceunty—aintatned roads and the repair or

12 | repl acenent of bridges that are part of the roadway, within
13| the Northwest Florida Water Managenent District or the

14 | Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent District, provided:

15 1. The road and associated bridge were in existence
16 | and in use as a public road or bridge, and were nmintai ned by
17 | the county as a public road or bridge on or before January 1,
18 | 2002;

19 2. The construction activity does not realign the road
20 | or expand the nunber of existing traffic | anes of the existing
21 | road; however, the work may include the provision of safety
22 | shoul ders, clearance of vegetation, and ot her work reasonably
23 | necessary to repair, stabilize, pave, or repave the road,
24 | provided that the work is constructed by generally accepted
25 | engi neering standards;
26 3. The construction activity does not expand the
27 | existing width of an existing vehicular bridge in excess of
28 | that reasonably necessary to properly connect the bridge with
29 | the road being repaired, stabilized, paved, or repaved to
30 | safely accombdate the traffic expected on the road, which may
31| include expanding the width of the bridge to nmatch the
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exi sting connected road. However, no debris fromthe origina
bridge shall be allowed to renain in waters of the state,
i ncl udi ng wet | ands;
4. Best nmnhagenent practices for erosion control shal
be enpl oyed as necessary to prevent water quality violations;
5. Roadside swal es or other effective neans of
stormnvat er treatnent nust be incorporated as part of the
proj ect; and

6. No nore dredging or filling of wetlands or water of
the state is perforned than that which is reasonably necessary
to repair, stabilize, pave, or repave the road or to repair or
replace the bridge, in accordance with generally accepted
engi neering standards; and-
7. Thirty days before any work is perforned under the

exenption, notice of intent to use the exenption is provided

to:

a. The departnent, if the road or bridge is within the

Nort hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District; or

b. The Suwannee River Water Managenent District, if

the road or bridge is within that district.

Wthin 30 days after this act becones | aw, the departnent

shall initiate rulemaking to adopt by rule a no-fee genera

permit for the repair, stabilization, or paving of existing

county-nmai ntai ned roads and the repair or replacenent of

bridges that are part of the roadway where such activities do

not cause significant adverse inpacts to occur individually or

cumul atively. The general permt shall apply statew de and,

with no additional rul enmaking required, apply to qualified

projects reviewed by the Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent
District, the St. Johns R ver Water Managenent District, the
3
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1| Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District, and the South

2| Florida Water NManagenent District under the division of

3| responsibilities in the operating agreenents applicable to

4| part |V of chapter 373. Upon adoption, this general pernit

5| shall, pursuant to subsection (3), supersede the exenption in

6 | thi s subpar agr aph. The—departrent—shat—stubiit—a+report—to—the

7 | Governor—and—thetegistature—byMarch—1,—2604—to—-evaluvatethe

8 | effects—of—this—exenption—andrake+reconmmendations—for—the

9 | exermption—to—apphy——statew-de—

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

11 | I aw

12

13 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

14 OMsinate Bril 2200

15

16 | The conmittee substitute provides that the general pernit to
be established by the Departnent of Environinental Protection

17 | shall be a no fee permt.
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