Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2214
By Senator Lynn

7-1598- 04 See HB 1049

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to |icense plates; anending s.
3 320. 08053, F.S.; revising requirenents for

4 establishing a specialty license plate;

5 requiring submi ssion of a sanple plate;

6 requiring a certain nunber of plates to be sold
7 prior to seeking |egislative approval;

8 providing for collection of the use fee for the
9 proposed plate in the local tax collector's

10 of fice; providing for retention of presale

11 anounts by the Departnent of H ghway Safety and
12 Mot or Vehicles to offset costs; providing for
13 refund of annual use fees in the event a

14 proposed specialty license plate is not

15 approved by law, requiring the departnent to

16 adopt rules relating to design specifications
17 for specialty license plates; anending s.

18 320. 08056, F.S.; revising provisions for the

19 i ssuance of specialty license plates; revising
20 design requirenents; revising the retention and
21 di stribution requirenents for annual use fees;
22 revising conditions and procedures for
23 di scontinuati on of specialty |license plates;
24 anmendi ng s. 320.08062, F.S.; revising
25 provisions for audits and attestations required
26 of entities receiving specialty license plate
27 annual use fees; requiring all state agencies
28 and organi zations receiving use fee proceeds to
29 make annual attestations; providing for form
30 and content of attestations; anending s.
31 320. 20, F.S.; providing for a portion of
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license tax revenue to be deposited into the
H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund for certain
pur poses; requiring the departnment, in
cooperation with local tax collectors and the
Prison Rehabilitative Industries and
Diversified Enterprises, Inc., to study the
possibility of using direct-to-custoner

di stribution; requiring an analysis of the

i mpact of certain technol ogies; requiring the
departnment to report its findings to the
Legi sl ature; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 320.08053, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320. 08053 Requirenents for requests to establish
specialty license plates.--

(1) An organization that seeks authorization to
establish a new specialty license plate for which an annua

use fee is to be charged nust stubmt—te—the—departrent:

(a) Subnit a witten request to the departnent for the

particul ar specialty |license plate being sought, describing
t he proposed specialty license plate in specific generat
terns, including a sanple plate as it will appear in fina

formand conformng to the specifications set by the

departnent and this chapter

(b) Presell 15,000 specialty license plates within 1

year after subm ssion of the request as a condition for

seeking |l egislative authorization of the specialty |icense

pl ate. The annual use fee for the proposed specialty license
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




da Senate - 2004 SB 2214

Flori
7-1598- 04 See HB 1049

plate shall be collected in any of the local tax collectors

offices. Either the specialty license plate requesting

organi zation or the prospective |license plate purchaser nay

prepay the annual use fee. Fhe+esutts—ef—aseirentiftiec—sanpte

strvey—of—Ftorda—roetor—vehicte—owners—that—+indicates—at—teast
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I e . I N I . F
this—act—
(c)te Subnit a marketing strategy to the departnent

outlining short-termand |ong-term nmarketing plans for the
requested specialty license plate and a financial analysis
outlining the anticipated revenues and the pl anned

expendi tures of the revenues to be derived fromthe sal e of
the requested specialty |license plates.

If, at | east 90 days before the convening of the next regul ar

session of the Legislature, 15,000 specialty |icense plates

are presold and all other prequalification requirenents are

net, the departnent shall notify the organization that it is

eligible to seek legislative authorization of the specialty

| i cense pl at e. The—information—t+equred—under—thi-s—subseetion
rust—be—submtted—tothedepartrment—at—teast—90—days—before
I . ey I . ey Lol .

(2) After 15,000 specialty license plates have been

presold, the departnent may retain up to $60, 000 of the

presal e anounts collected to defray the departnent's cost for

reviewi ng the request and devel opi ng the specialty license

pl at e.

(3)t2)y If the specialty license plate requested by the
organi zation is approved by |law, the organization nust submnit
the proposed art design for the specialty license plate to the
departnment, in a formprescribed by the departnent,as soon as

practicable, but no later than 60 days after the act approving
the specialty license plate becones a law. If the specialty
license plate requested by the organization is not approved by
the Legislature, the presal e anbunts apptcation—+ee shall be
credited toward the future registration of the registered
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1| motor vehicle owner who prepaid the annual use fee for the

2 | requested specialty license plate. If the regi stered notor

3| vehicle owner does not conduct a future registration

4 | transaction within 1 year following the expiration of that

5] owner's prior registration, the annual use fee shall be

6 | refunded by the departnent to the requesting organization or
7 | the prospective purchaser who submitted the presal e paynent.
8 (4) The departnent shall adopt rul es providing

9| viewpoi nt-neutral specifications for the design of specialty
10| license plates that pronbte or enhance the readability of al
11 | specialty license plates and that discourage counterfeiting.
12 | The rul es shall provide uniform specifications requiring

13 ] inclusion of the word "Florida" in the sane place on each

14 | specialty license plate, in such a size and location that it
15)is clearly identifiable on each specialty |license plate when
16 | nounted on a vehicle, and shall provide specifications for the
17 | size and |l ocation of any words or | ogos appearing on specialty
18 | I i cense pl at es.

19 Section 2. Subsections (6), (7), and (8) of section
20 | 320. 08056, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
21 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--
22 (6) Specialty license plates nust bear the design
23| required by law for the appropriate specialty license plate,
24 | and the designs and colors nust conformto the departnent's
25 | desi gn specificati ons be—approvet—by—the—departrent. In
26 | addition to a design, the specialty license plates nmay bear
27 | the inprint of nunerals from1l to 999, inclusive, capita
28 | letters "A" through "Z," or a conbination thereof. The
29 | departnent shall determ ne the maxi rum nunber of characters,
30| including both nunerals and letters. Al specialty |icense
31| plates nust be otherwi se of the sane material and size as
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adci-t+on-A specialty |icense plate may bear an appropriate

sl ogan, enblem or logo in a size and placenent that conform

to the departnent's design specifications.

(7) The departnent shall annually retain fromthe
first proceeds derived fromthe annual use fees collected an
anmount sufficient to defray each specialty plate's pro rata
share of the departnent's costs directly related to issuing
the specialty plate. Such costs shall include distribution
costs, direct costs to the departnent, costs associated with

revi ewi ng each organi zation's conpliance with audit and

attestation requirenents of s. 320.08062, and any applicable

i ncreased costs of manufacturing the specialty license plate.
Any cost increase to the departnent related to actual cost of
the plate, including a reasonable vendor profit, shall be
verified by the Departnent of Managenent Services. The bal ance
of the proceeds fromthe annual use fees collected for that
specialty license plate shall be distributed as provided by
| aw.

(8)(a) The departnent shall issue a discontinuation

war ni ng for a must—diseontinue—the+ssuance—of—an—approved

specialty license plate if, after 2 years of sales, the nunber

of valid plates for that particular specialty license plate is

| ess than 8,000. If the nunber of valid plates is | ess than

8,000 12 nonths after the date on the discontinuation warning,

t he departnent shall discontinue the i ssuance of that

specialty license plate. +
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1 . ’ . . ’
2 | are—tssuedfor—that—spectatty H—eense ptate by theendofthe
3 | 5th—year—of—sales—

4 . , — i ,
5 | are—+ssued—for—that—spectat-tytHcenseptate—during—any

6 | subseguent—5—year—periot—

7 (b) The departnent is authorized to discontinue the
8 | issuance of a specialty license plate and distribution of

9 | associ ated annual use fee proceeds if the organization no

10| longer exists, if the organization has stopped providing

11 | services that are authorized to be funded fromthe annual use

12 | fee proceeds, or pursuant to an organi zational recipient's

13 | request. Organizations are required to notify the departnent

14 | imediately to stop all warrants for plate sales if any of the

15| conditions in this section exist, and nust neet the

16 | requirenents of s. 320.08062 for any period of operation

17 | during a fiscal year

18 (c) The requirenents of paragraph (a) shall not apply

19| to collegiate specialty license plates authorized in s.

20 | 320.08058(3), (13), (21), and (26).

21 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 320.08062,

22| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

23 320. 08062 Audits and attestations required; annual use

24 | fees of specialty license plates.--

25 (1)(a) Al organizations and state agencies that

26 | recei ve annual use fee proceeds fromthe departnent are

27 | responsi ble for ensuring that proceeds are used in accordance

28 | with ss. 320.08056 and 320. 08058 and shall annually attest,

29 | under penalties of perjury, that such proceeds were used in

30| conpliance with such sections. The attestation shall be nade

31| annually in a formand format deternined by the departnent,
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whi ch shall include, at a mninum identification of al

revenue received by the agency or organi zation from sal es of

the specialty license plate and a categorical list of

expendi t ures.

e . . o r
s5—215-97shaH—annuvaty—attest—under—penatties—of—perjury
that—stueh—proceeds—were—used—in—econptHance—wth—ss—3206-08656
anrt—326--080658—Fhe—attestation—shalH—bermade—annuatty—in—a
fermand—tormat—determned—by—the—departrent—

(b) £y Any organi zati on subject to audit pursuant to

s. 215.97 shall subnmit an audit report in accordance with
rul es pronmul gated by the Auditor General in addition to the

attestation required under paragraph (a). The annua

attestation shall be subnitted to the department for review
within 9 nonths after the end of the organization's fiscal
year.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 320.20, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

320.20 Disposition of license tax noneys.--The revenue
derived fromthe registration of notor vehicles, including any
del i nquent fees and excludi ng those revenues col |l ected and
di stributed under the provisions of s. 320.081, nust be
di stributed nonthly, as collected, as follows:

(1)(a) The first proceeds, to the extent necessary to
conply with the provisions of s. 18, Art. XI| of the State
Constitution of 1885, as adopted by s. 9(d), Art. XIIl, 1968
revised constitution, and the additional provisions of s. 9(d)
and s. 1010.57, nust be deposited in the district Capita
CQutl ay and Debt Service School Trust Fund.

(b) After the first proceeds are deposited pursuant to

paragraph (a), $1 of the license tax paynent for each
8
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1| registration or renewal of registration provided for in s.

2] 320.08 shall be deposited into the Hi ghway Safety Operating
3| Trust Fund and shall be used to support state | aw enforcenent
4| officer recruitnent and retention salary prograns.

5 Section 5. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mdtor
6| Vehicles shall, in cooperation with representatives of the

7| 1local tax collectors and with Prison Rehabilitative Industries
8| and Diversified Enterprises, Inc., at Union Correctiona

9| Facility, study the operational and economic feasibility of
10 | direct-to-custoner delivery of specialty license plates. The
11 | study shall include, but not be linted to, an analysis of the
12 | potential operational and econonic inpact of various

13 | manufacturing, inventory control, and product distribution
14 | technol ogies on the specialty license plate program The

15| departnent shall report its findings to the President of the
16 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no

17 | | ater than Decenber 31, 2004.

18 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
19
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