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Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2236

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Klein

317-2441-04

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to wheeled nobility devices;
providi ng a popul ar name; providing
definitions; providing requirenents for the
provi sion of prescribed wheeled nmobility
devi ces by organi zations provi ding hone health,
hone nedi cal equi pnent, hospice, or
prof essi onal support services to patients on an
outpatient basis in either their regular or
tenmporary place of residence; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Weeled nobility devices; provision by hone

care organi zations; requirenents.--
(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section nay be cited as the
" Consuner Protection Act for Weeled Mbility."

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Assistive technology practitioner" or "ATP" neans

a service provider prinmarily involved in evaluating the

consuner's needs and training in the use of a prescribed

wheel ed nobility device.

(b) "Assistive technology supplier” or "ATS' neans a

service provider involved in the sale and service of

commercially avail abl e wheel ed nobility devices.

(c) "Credentialed wheeled nobility person" neans:

1. A physician |licensed under chapter 458, Florida

Statutes, an osteopathic physician |icensed under chapter 459,

Florida Statutes, an occupational therapist |icensed under
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chapter 468, Florida Statutes, or a physical therapist

i censed under chapter 486, Florida Statutes;

2. An individual who has obtai ned the designation of

ATP or ATS, neeting all requirenents thereof, as established

by the Rehabilitation Engi neering and Assi stive Technol ogy
Society of North Anerica (RESNA); or
3. An individual who has net the foll ow ng

requi renents and provides to the hone care organization

provi di ng prescribed wheeled nobility devices, where the

i ndividual is on staff:

a. Docunentation to prove the conpletion of at |east

15 hours of continuing education within the 12 nonths

i mediately prior to July 1, 2004, and by June 30 of al

subsequent years, in the field of seating and wheel ed

nobility, which may include, but is not linmted to:

(1) Courses by health care professionals;

(I'l1) Courses by health care associ ati ons;

(1'1'l) Courses by a college or university;

(1V) Courses by manufacturers;

(V) Inservice training by manufacturers; or

(VI) Attendance at synposia or conferences.

b. Proof of at least 1 year's experience in the field

of rehabilitation technol ogy.

c. Three recommendations fromhealth care

practitioners |icensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459,

Florida Statutes, who can attest to the skills of the provider

in seating and wheel ed nobility.

(d) "Evaluation" neans the deternination and

docunentati on of the physiol ogical and functional factors that

i npact the selection of an appropriate seating and wheel ed

nobi ity device
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(e) "Hone care organi zation" nmeans an organi zation

that provides hone health services under part |V of chapter

400, Florida Statutes, hospice services under part VI of

chapter 400, Florida Statutes, hone nedical equi pnent services

under part X of chapter 400, Florida Statutes, or professiona

support services as defined in paragraph (f) to patients on an

outpatient basis in either their regular or tenporary place of

residence. An entity is a "hone care organization" if it does

any of the foll ow ng:

1. Holds itself out to the public as providing hone

heal th services, hone nedi cal equi pnent services, or hospice

servi ces.
2. Contracts or agrees to deliver hone health

servi ces, hone nedi cal equi pnent services, or hospice

servi ces.
3. Accepts, in the organization's nane, physician

orders for hone health services, hone nedical equi pnent

servi ces, or hospice services.

4. Accepts responsibility for the delivery of hone

heal th services, hone nedi cal equi pnent services, or hospice

servi ces.
5. Contracts to provide professional support services

with the Agency for Health Care Adninistration under chapter
393, Florida Statutes.
(f) "Professional support services" neans nursing

servi ces under chapter 464, Florida Statutes, speech-|anguage

pat hol ogy or audi ol ogy services under part | of chapter 468,

Florida Statutes, occupational therapy under part IIl of

chapter 468, Florida Statutes, or physical therapy services

under chapter 486, Florida Statutes, provided to individuals

with nmental retardation or devel opnental disabilities pursuant
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to a contract with the Agency for Health Care Administration

under chapter 393, Florida Statutes.

(g) "Weeled nobility device" neans a wheel chair or

wheel chair and seated positioning system prescribed by a

physician |icensed under chapter 458, Florida Statutes, or an

ost eopat hi ¢ physician |icensed under chapter 459, Florida

Statutes, and required for use by the patient for a period of

6 nonths or nore. The foll owi ng Medi care wheel chair base codes
are exenpt fromthis definition: KO0O01l, KO002, KO0003, KO0004,
and KO0006.

(3) PRESCRI BED WHEELED MOBI LI TY DEVI CES; PROVI SI ON BY
HOVE CARE ORGANI ZATI ONS. - -

(a) Each hone care organization providing a prescribed

wheel ed nobility device in this state nust have on staff a

credenti al ed wheel ed nobility person

(b) Each hone care organization providing a prescribed

wheel ed nobility device in this state nust obtain for the

reci pient of the device a conplete witten eval uation and

reconmendation by a credential ed wheel ed nobility person or

physi cal or occupational therapist.

(c) Beginning January 1, 2007, each hone care

organi zation providing a prescri bed wheeled nobility device in

this state nust obtain for the recipient of the device a

conplete witten eval uati on and recommendati on by a

credenti al ed wheel ed nohility person who is, at nmininum a

physician |icensed under chapter 458, Florida Statutes, an

ost eopat hi ¢ physician |icensed under chapter 459, Florida

Statutes, an occupational therapist |licensed under chapter

468, Florida Statutes, a physical therapist |licensed under

chapter 486, Florida Statutes, or a person who has obtai ned
t he designation of ATP or ATS.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate bill 2236

of
e a
8

5.

The Conmittee Substitute expands the defin
“credential ed wheel ed nobility person” to
occupational therapist |icensed under chap
physi cal therapist |icensed under chapter

n
ud n
49 F.S., and a
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